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Buy a Bullet, 

Zap a Russian 
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All funds collected will be donated to an Afghan resistance group 
selected by the SOF staff. 

These funds will be used to purchase arms, ammunition and 
medical supplies depending on the specific need of the Afghan re¬ 
sistance group receiving the funds. 

No funds collected will be expended for salaries or administration. 

Donations are NOT tax deductible. 

Send your donation to: 


Afghan Freedom Fighters* Fund 
Box 693 

Boulder, CO 80306 


Copies of above poster 17”x22” available. Send $2.00 to: Afghan 
Poster, Soldier of Fortune Magazine, P.O. Box 693, Boulder, CO 80306 
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COMBAT SURVIVAL 


Never before available to the public! An extremely useful, comprehensive training 
manual on physical and combat survival, tactics and techniques. Our insidesources 
believe that this isthe same manual used to instruct Great Britain’s elite Strategic Air 
Service (SAS). These specialists in secret warfare were responsible for the daring 
1980 hostage rescue operation at the Iranian embassy in London. Combat Survival 
illustrates tactical and training methods useful in similar ops, as well as in general 
survival situations. Also contains rare info on evading and silencing guard dogs, 
sabotage and intelligence gathering, navigating under survival conditions, survival 
medicine, and much more. Includes dozens of useful charts, graphs and line draw¬ 
ings. Chapter titles include: Evasion; Survival Navigation; Improvisation and Escape 
Kit; Contacting Agents; Dog Evasion; Wild Foods; Animal Trapsand Snares; Fishing; 
Water Survival Still; Shelter; Primitive Medicine; and four more. Order now! 8 V 2 x 11 . 
softcover, 152 pp., illus., ISBN 0-87364-212-00. $12.95 


THE REVENGE BOOK 

by Bob Smith 

Over the phone lines and through the mails, in the 
hands of messengers and on the backs of vermin. 
The Revenge Book tells you how to strike out anony¬ 
mously at those vexing individuals who make life 
miserable for you. Revenge artist Bob Smith paints a 
shadowy panorama of vengeance that is guaran¬ 
teed to enrage your victim’s spouse, shock his 
neighbors and business associates, and in short, 
turn the world against him. This devilish concoction 
of trickery is offered for entertainment purposes 
only! 5'h X 8VJ>. softcover, cartoons, 90 pp. $6.00 



THE COMPLETE BOOK OF 
KARATE WEAPONS 

by Dr. Ted Gambordella, 4th Dan 
Defend yourself! And learn how to 
do it right with the only compre¬ 
hensive book on karate weapons 
ever published! Shows the proper 
usage and katas for seven lethal 
karate weapons, including nun- 
chuka, yawara sticks, sai, fighting 
knife, tonfa. staff, and bo. 8V5> x 11, 
hardcover, 870 action photos, 
256 pp. $24.95 


DON’T BECOME THE VICTIM 

by Marcus Wayne Rattedge 
Jimmy Carter once called this book’s author "the 
most dangerous criminal in the history of Georgia." 
Now Ratledges inside story on practical crime 
avoidance is here. Gives specific, down-to-earth 
details on how to avoid becoming the victim of 
muggers, burglars, con artists, car thieves, rapists, 
etc. A gutsy, real-life guide to effective anticrime 
measures by a reformed criminal and gifted writer. 
5Vi X 8V&, softcover, 120 pp $6.00 



LIFE AFTER DOOMSDAY 

by Dr. Bruce Clayton 
Who will survive the nuclear war 
that many experts predict is com¬ 
ing? Life After Doomsday tells you 
how to survive such a radioactive 
nightmare. Includes eye-opening 
Information about shelters, food 
storage, home medical techniques, 
survival psychology, and shelter 
defense. 816x11, hardcover, charts, 
drawings, photos, 215 pp. $19.95 


TANG S00 
L DO 


TANG SOO DO 
The Way of the China Hand 

by Hank Murphy, 5th Dan 
5th Degree Dan Hank Murphy 
presents the finest book ever prin¬ 
ted of Moo Duk Kwan Tang Soo 
Do. Stances, flexibility and stretch¬ 
ing exercises, basic motions, and 
forms like Giecho Hyung II Bu and 
Giecho Hyung Sahm Bu are illus¬ 
trated with great action photo¬ 
graphs. 5V5> X 8te, softcover, illus., 

112 pp. $8.00 



GET EVEN: 

The Complete Book 
Of Dirty Tricks 

An hilarious overview of the meth¬ 
ods people use to get even with big 
business, government, and plain 
old enemies. More sophisticated 
and involved tricks are included, as 
devised by CIA and Mafia 
members, and political dirty trick¬ 
sters. Presents over 80 separate 
topics. 5V& x 8V6. 180 pp., 

hardcover. $9.95 


LIVING IN TROUBLED LANDS: 

The Complete Guide To 
Personal Security Abroad 

by C. Patrick Collins 

The life-saving security guide for American profes¬ 
sional living and working overseas. Collins is a 
former CIA official who helped create personal 
security programs for Americans going overseas. A 
practical guide for technicians, military personnel, 
executives, and other professionals who must reside 
in countries with questionable security and swiftly 
changing alliances. Common sense precautions 
that are time-tested and proven. 5H x 8Vfr, hardcover. 
200 pp. $12.95 



BLACK MEDICINE I & II 

by N . Mashiro, Ph D. 

Volume I, The Dark Art of Death, 
is a thorough analysis of the hu¬ 
man body’s vital points, and how 
to exploit them in hand-to-hand 
combat. Volume II, Weapons At 
Hand, presents 112 injury resistant 
parts of the body that are natural 
weapons, as well as 180 lethal 
makeshift weapons. 5'^ x 8V6, ac¬ 
tion photos, The Set: $16.00 
Each Volume: $8.00 


HOME WORKSHOP SILENCERS I 

Fantastic, large format guide to making an smg or 
pistol silencer in the home workshop. Over 50 9" x 
12" working machinists drawings are presented, all 
of superb quality. Shows step-by-step construction 
for three different firearms silencers, all of very 
advanced design. Improvised materials and machin¬ 
ing techniques are suggested, and the text is written 
clearly and concisely. An excellent addition to your 
silencer bookshelf! Note: Home Workshop Silencers 
I is for entertainment and historical purposes only. 9 
x 12, softcover, illus., 80 PP. $12.00 



SLASH AND THRUST 

by John Sanchez 
Presents a complete, totally 
practical knife fighters training 
program. The author tells novice 
knife fighters how to train to be¬ 
come an expert! Covers: choosing 
the martial knife; test cutting; car¬ 
rying methods; complete training 
program; guard and grip opposi¬ 
tion; slashing and thrusting; also 
using and throwing exotic edged 
weapons.5!4x8’/6, 72 pp. $6.00 



SURVIVAL POACHING 

by Ragnar Benson 
Tells the survivaiist how to collect 
wild game under any circumstan¬ 
ces, using Indian secrets. Shows 
specific poaching methods for 
deer, elk, bear, moose, beaver, 
mink, muskrat, trout, salmon, 
grouse, pheasant, ducks, and 
dozens more. Includes detailed 
plans for many traps, snares, dead¬ 
falls, etc. Truly a fascinating and 
useful selection. 5!6 x 8V6, 250 pp., 
hardcover, illus. $12.95 


BOOK OF THE NINJA 

by Chris Hunter 

The finest Ninja training manual 
available 1 Learn 'The Art Of Stealth" 
as practiced by the black-garbed 
Ninja spies of feudal Japan, his¬ 
tory’s most cunning and fearless 
assassins Provides a complete 
training course Covers Irfpo. 
Tonpo. Mae-Gen. Harat-Gen. Seio 
Nage and much more Many pho¬ 
tos 9x7 -90 pp., illus.. softcover 

S9.95 



NEW TITLES FROM 
THE ACTION LIBRARY: 

• Ju-Jutsu And Judo. .$ 6.00 

• OSS Sabotage And Demolition Manual. __$18.08 

Not Available In CANADA 

• How To Kill, 1,11, HI,IV & v CEach Volume)*B.00 

The Set.$28.00 

e Shooting To Live. $8-98 

e Silencers, Snipers & Assassins . . .$17.08 

• underwater Demolition Training Manual-$ 9.08 

e To Keep And Bear Arms .$18.08 

e Close Shaves.*.. $ 8.00 

• The Code Book ...$ 6.98 


DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED 
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Boulder, CO. 80306 
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IN MEMORIAM 
MEL TAPP AN 

O N 2 November 1980, at his home in Rogue River, Ore., 
Mel Tappan died suddenly of congestive heart failure. 
He was 47 years of age, and his passing was a great shock to all 
who knew him. 

An only child, Tappan was afflicted with a spinal injury 
while still young, but he never quit or complained. Instead, he 
devoted himself to mastering a wide range of subjects, which 
gave him the ability to converse intelligently about many 
unusual topics, such as medieval languages. Upon obtaining 
two Ph.D.s at Stanford University, he became a teacher there. 
In 1958, he met and married Nancy Mack. 

During the 1960s and into the mid-1970s, Tappan worked in 
the investment-securities area, initially at a brokerage house. 
Later, he founded both a mutual fund and an insurance com¬ 
pany, in addition to becoming a director of many firms. 

In 1976, he was one of the first to envision the major prob¬ 
lems this country was, and is, to face, with the steadily weaken¬ 
ing defense posture and the triple assault of excessive taxation, 
inflation and overregulation of people and businesses by 
various branches of government. Recognizing that substantial 
special-interest groups would work for a continuation of these 
policies, even to the point of the destruction of the economy 
and/or the destruction or surrender of the United States, he 
became the first of the now well-known “survivalists” — peo¬ 
ple who plan for a future wherein government collapses or is 
broken down. 

In 1976, Tappan compiled the first edition of Survival Guns , 
which is now in its sixth printing, and in December of that year 
he became the survival editor of Guns & Ammo , a position he 
held for 3 V 2 years. Tappan joined Soldier of Fortune in August 
of 1980, completing two columns before his death. 

To those who had the good fortune to know him, he was un¬ 
failingly considerate despite his personal problems. This con¬ 
sideration, combined with his force of intellect and near¬ 
photographic memory, made association with him a rare 
pleasure. 

As the best-known and best-regarded survivalist, Tappan 
broke new ground for others to follow. It is questionable 
whether any other individual has the same combination of ex¬ 
perience and grasp of detail that made Tappan the leader in the 
field of survival planning. It is for this reason that this country 
is the poorer for his passing, and why his premature death is a 
loss to us all. 

—Eugene A. Barron 
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COVER: Soldier of Fortune Publisher Robert K. Brown holds 
recently captured Russian AK-74. Brown had opportunity to 
examine and fire this weapon, which fires the new Russian 
5.45mm round, during trip to Afghanistan’s border area last 
August. Next month SOF hopes to publish results of 
sophisticated tests scheduled to be conducted in United 
States. Photo: Paul James 


VOL. 6, NO. 2 


AK-74 33 

Robert K. Brown 

SOF’s publisher fires Russia’s new rifle. 


DOWN- 

DOWN-DOWN 35 

Fred Reed 

Diver faces sea-bottom trouble. 


SOF’S MILESTONE 
SHOOTING EVENT 36 

Ken Hackathorn 

A three-gun blast. 


SUBTERRANEAN 
ROUTE RECON 26 

Capt. Adolf Carlson 

Urban warfare’s notes from underground. 


STRAIGHT OUT OF 
STAR WARS 60 

Bob Poos 

SOF staff shoots straight with Steyr. 


SELLERS OF DECEIT 28 

George V. Chiles 

Want to work overseas? Watch out for these 
tricks. 


BEHIND OUR BACKS 31 

Tony Bliss, Jr. 

Library cards for the KGB. 


U.S. NATIONAL 
IPSC MATCH 88 

Jake Jatras 

New shooting star rises in old Virginia. 

* 


Bulletin Board.. 6 

FLAK.8 

Full Auto.10 

Combat Pistolcraft.12 

Adventure Quartermaster... 14 

I Was There..18 

It Happened to Me. 18 

In Review.20 

Classifieds.92 

Advertisers’ Index.94 


GATHERING OF 
PROFESSIONALS 40 

Jim Graves 

SOF conventioneers meet in Columbia, Mo. 


CAMBODIA’S 
THREE-WAY WAR 47 

Edward Rasen 

An ABC ol regular and irregular troops. 

HANOI’S HIT LIST 51 

Robert J. Caldwell 

Thai-Cambodian border becomes Indo¬ 
china’s new flash point. 


Page 60 
























































New 24-HOUR 
ASSAULT WATCH 

Eliminates Errors! 



No more guesswork, day or night! 
The ASSAULT WATCH, for local or 
international operations co-ordination, 
shows the exact 24-hour military time 
at a glance. Provides the timekeeping- 
accuracy so vital for critical 
operational timing. Also functions as a 
stopwatch with a built-in chronograph 
feature. 

Extremely rugged — designed to 
withstand rough treatment and hard 
use, with 100% stainless case and 
scratch-proof, shatter-proof mineral 
crystal face. Space-age liquid crystal 
read out shows hour, minute and 
second; day and date change auto¬ 
matically month to month. 

Dual time mode shows time in two 
zones; push a button for subtle night 
light. 

The ASSAULT WATCH is an indis¬ 
pensable aid to police, fire fighters, 
and the military. Great for gift giving. 

One year limited warranty. Full 
satisfaction guaranteed or your money 
back. 


CREDIT CARD HOLDERS . . . A 
IN A HURRY? ** 

CALL TOLL FREE (800) 358-9999 
In California (800) 862-4999 


Rush me my Assault Watch today: My 
check Is enclosed □ 

□ Stainless, $84.95 each 

□ Goldtone, $104.95 each 

Add $2.50 per order for delivery. In California add 6 % 
safes fax. 

Name __ 


Address 

City _ 

State_ 


-Zip_ 


Or Charge To: 

Q VISAED Master Charge 

Card No. __ 

Exp. Date_ 

Slgnatu re_ 


SEND ORDER TO: 

S.A. Direct Marketing 

Dept. 02-F, 6519 Ave. Del Paraiso 

Carlsbad, CA 92008 


©1980 S.A. Direct Marketing 


BULLETIN 

BOARD 

by Bob Poos 


R eaders beware 

SILENCER AD ... 

After page 91 of this issue had 
gone to press, SOF learned that the 
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and 
Firearms considers the silencers 
advertised by General Import & Ex¬ 
port Ltd. to be un-importable into the 
United States. 

When asked by our office if a SOF 
reader could come into violation of 
the law by purchasing one of the 
silencers, Ed Owen of the BATF’s 
Firearms Technology Division in 
Washington, D.C., said: “Actually, if 
he tried to import it and it were stop¬ 
ped by customs and they said, ‘No, 
you can’t import it' — well, that’s the 
end of it. 

“But if it gets into the country and 
it’s in his possession he has a prob¬ 
lem. 

“They [the silencers] are con¬ 
sidered National Firearms Act weap¬ 
ons and the law prohibits the importa¬ 
tion of National Firearms Act 
weapons. 

“We’ve [BATF] sent them [General 
Import & Export Ltd.) a letter. Basical¬ 
ly ... we are telling them those [the 
silencers] are considered firearms in 
the United States and they are NOT 
importable and suggest that they in¬ 
form any U.S. purchasers of that 
fact. Whether they do it or not, we 
don’t have any control over that.” 

SOF suggests that its readers 
should check with local, state and 
federal authorities before contacting 
General Import & Export Ltd. 

M arines study new 

INFANTRY STRUCTURE ... 
The Commandant of the Marine 
Corps is studying a proposal to revise 
the makeup of Marine infantry battal¬ 
ions, the basic combat structure of 
the Corps. 

Presently, Marine infantry battal¬ 
ions are composed of an H&S com¬ 
pany, a weapons company equipped 
with 81mm mortars and Dragons, and 
three rifle companies. 



The proposed new battalion struc¬ 
ture would be much more heavily arm¬ 
ed. 

Total strength would be 47 officers 
and 869 enlisted men. 

The H&S company would have, in 
addition to the battalion HQ element, 
a communications platoon, a service 
platoon and a surveillance and target- 
acquisition platoon. 

There would be a new combined- 
arms company consisting of a mortar 
platoon of four 81mm and six 60mm; 
an anti-armor platoon of 24 Dragon 
trackers and eight TOW launchers, 
plus a heavy machine-gun section of 
eight M2 .50-caliber guns, and a 
special infantry troop of four officers 
and 110 enlisted men organized into 
three rifle platoons. 

The battalion would have three rifle 
companies of six officers and 151 en¬ 
listed men each, and a weapons pla¬ 
toon equipped with six M60 7.62 ma¬ 
chine guns, three M19 60mm mortars 
and three Dragon trackers. 

Fire teams would contain five 
Marines and squads 11. Platoons 
would have one officer and 35 
enlisted men. 

The special infantry troop is the 
most unusual feature in the proposed 
structure and would amount to a 
lightweight fourth maneuver element 
that could be employed in a number 
of roles, including those of a mounted 
force, combat-outpost duty, com¬ 
mand-post security or a reserve force 
to replace a frontline rifle company. 

F rench mercs 

WANTED ... 

A Washington, D.C. attorney and 
friend of SOF is trying to contact two 
French mercenaries. Bernard Fen- 
sterwald would like to contact Mich¬ 
ael Victor Mertz and Jean Rene 
Souetre. Also appreciated would be 
any details of their activity in 1963-64. 
Fensterwald may be reached by writ¬ 
ing Fensterwald and Associates, 2101 
L St. N.W., Washington, D.C. 20037. 

Continued on page 71 
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THE 

SOLDIER’S 

HANDBOOK 

PREPARED BY LT. COL. ANTHONY B. HERBERT, (Ret.) 

"America's Most Decorated Soldier" 


JUNE, 1979 


WARNING! 


WARNING! 
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SOON TO BE A MOVIE. SOLDIER 

Over 1 Million Copies Sold 


TWO BOOKS 

4 BY t 

^ AMERICA’S r 
SUPER SOLDIER 


“If you are a survivor 
of an airplane crash, I 
would hope that you 
would have The Sol¬ 
dier’s Handbook in 
your survival kit. If 
you don’t plan to sur¬ 
vive, take a martini!” 

Wally Schirra 

10 April 1980 


THE SOLDIERS HANDBOOK 


$100.00 


THIS TEXT IS A VIRTUAL ENCYCLOPEDIA OF EX¬ 
TRAORDINARY TECHNIQUES AND TIPS ON HOW TO 
FIGHT. PROTECT YOURSELF AND KILL! HOW TO 
BLOW UP THINGS AND COMMIT MAYHEM! AND 
SURVIVE. THE OPENING CHAPTERS DISTILL COUR¬ 
AGE AND DECISION MAKING TO BASIC TECHNIQUES 
WHICH CAN BE LEARNED. THE REMAINDER OF THE 
TEXT IS DEVOTED TO TIPS AND TECHNIQUES WHICH 
DO AWAY WITH LABORIOUS EXERCISES AND TIME 
CONSUMING TRAINING. IT REDUCES HAND TO HAND 
COMBAT TO THE VERY ESSENTIALS OF HOW TO 
KILL SUDDENLY WITH YOUR BARE HANDS IN WAYS 
WHICH CAN BE LEARNED IN SECONDS; HOW TO 
FIGHT WITH A KNIFE THE FIRST TIME YOU PICK 
ONE UP, CORRECTLY, SIMPLY AND EFFECTIVELY! 
HOW TO CONSTRUCT LETHAL EXPEDIENT EXPLO¬ 
SIVE DEVICES FROM BASE HOUSEHOLD-GROCERY 
ITEMS; HOW TO SURREPTITIOUSLY ENTER BUILD¬ 
INGS, OFFICES, SAFES, FILE CABINETS, DESKS AND 
VEHICLES; PROFESSIONAL METHODS OF ASSASSINA¬ 
TION THAT REQUIRE NO SPECIAL SKILLS OR EQUIP¬ 
MENT OR PRACTICE; TIPS ON SURVIVAL IN JUNGLES, 
THE ARCTIC, ON THE DESERT. AND IN BARROOMS, 

OR ON THE STREETS; THE BASIC KNOTS AND ROPE 
TRICKS WHICH PERMIT YOU TO DO ALMOST ANY¬ 
THING WITH A ROPE SHORT OF SERVING IT FOR 
DINNER; HOW TO CONSTRUCT EXPEDIENT WEAPONS 
AND SILENCERS: EMERGENCY NO-NONSENSE COM¬ 
BAT FIRST AID; PATROL TIPS THAT MAKE THE DIF¬ 
FERENCE ON RAIDS, AMBUSHES, ESTABLISHMENT 
OF CLANDESTINE BASES, COUNTER-AMBUSH TECH¬ 
NIQUES, SEARCH, HANDLING OF POWS; AND MORE! 
—BY AMERICA’S MOST DECORATED AND COMPLETE 
SOLDIER—TONY HERBERT. AND IT FITS INTO YOUR 
FATIGUE TROUSER POCKET—ALL 200 PLUS PAGES. 

NOTHING LIKE IT HAS EVER BEFORE BEEN AVAIL¬ 
ABLE. 

SOME WILL OBJECT TO THIS TEXT BUT THE METH¬ 
ODS AND TECHNIQUES EXPLAINED HAVE BEEN 
PASSED ON THROUGH THE OFFICES OF THE CIA, 
DLA, FBI AND TERRORIST ORGANIZATION HEAD¬ 
QUARTERS FOR YEARS. A KNOWLEDGE OF SAME 
CAN ONLY ENHANCE YOUR PROFESSIONAL CAPA¬ 
BILITIES AS WELL AS AID YOU IN PROTECTING 
AGAINST THEM. 

Cloverleaf Books offers you a unique opportunity to obtain a 
limited edition of THE SOLDIER HANDBOOK by Anthony 
B. Herbert, Lt. Col. Ret., at a price of $100.00 per copy. Each 
book is numbered and will be individually autographed by the 
author. Numbered copies will be issued in the order in which 
filled out coupons, accompanied by checks, are received. 

This book will make a worthwhile addition to any library. Fill 
out the coupon and mail it in today. Your copy will be sent 
certified mail. Quantities are limited. Here is your chance to 
own a genuine collectors item. 
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ANTHONY R. 
A HERIIERT 

4 : LT. COL, RET. 
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WARNING: 

THIS BESTSELLER 
IS POWERFUL, 
EXPLOSIVE— 

AND TRUE! 

“Adventure and 
excitement 
enough tor a 
dozen novels!’’ 

-LOS ANGELES TIMES 


SOLDIER 

by Anthony B. Herbert, Lt. Col. ( Ret) 

Paperback - No. I 1 PB .. $2.95 

SOLDIER Poster No. 77P .$2.50 

20" x 28" color poster — replica of book cover 

Only nine men in history have won the Osminieh (Turkeys 
Medal of Honor) — Eight Turkish soldiers and America's Tony 
Herbert — only one of his many unique accomplishments. 

’’THE SOLDIERS HANDBOOK” 

Limited Edition 

$ 100.00 

Only 50,000 Copies 

Will Be Sold 


Quantity 

Item 

Price ea. 

Amount 


Soldiers Handbook 

$100.00 



Soldier Poster 

$ 250 



Soldier Paperback 

$ 2.95 


Total Amount 
Shpg & Hdlg. 
Total of above 





SHIPPING l HANDLING 

Ord.it up to Se 00 ____VCi M 

Ord#r« tnxn *6 01 to *12 00_ ___|1>S 

Ord.it from S12 01 10 119.00___12.M 

Ord.n CM.I 919 00__.....__$2.99 


Satisfaction guaranteed or 
return book within 10 days 
and we will refund youT 
money. 


Ch.ck or Mona, Ord.r Parable To K-7 DiatridulOra 
Amount Enctottd (No Catb or tlamoi plaatal 
Plaata till in balow 




Addratt . 

City_ 


CHARGE IT! 

□ Master Charge o BanhAmericard Visa 
Account * ( 

(ill digits) 


Expiration Di 


MAIL TO 


i ii ii .ii i inr 



1 

M***sr charge f 

»ete EUn* No 1— 



J 


Signature (required it using credit card) 


CLOVERLEAF BOOKS 
P.O. Box 3160 
Dopt. 777 S 
Englewood, Co. 00111 
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THE FINEST 
FOLDING 
FIGHTER IN 
THE WORLD 

Combining Classic 
Design with Handcrafted 
American Manufacturing 
Principles. 


This 
unique 
folder 

features an 
individually 
handcrafted 
hollow ground 
blade of tough 
154 CM stain¬ 
less. Handles are 
precision 
machined out of 
solid brass or stain¬ 
less steel AND are in- 
layed with your choice 
of five different 
MICARTAS. 

— NOW AVAILABLE — 

A Collectors Series of 6 
Blade Designs. 

"WEE HAWK" STYLE 
BLADE FROM 

COLLECTOR SERIES 
(ILLUSTRATED) 

For Brochure Send $1.00 
Dealer Inquiries Welcomed. 


The butterfly designT«: 
closed, twin handles 
enclose and pro¬ 
tect working por¬ 
tion of the knife. 

To open, the 
handles revolve 
in opposite 
directions to 
expose and 
positive-loc 
the blade. 


Overall 
Length 
9.0" 
Closed 
5Ve" 



BALI-SONG INC. Dept. SF 

3039 Roswell St., Los Angeles, CA 90065 


MAGNIFICENT 

BRASS 

PAPERWEIGHT 


Full size replica of the Knuckle Duster 



ORDER TODAY! 

$7.95 postpaid 

Aluminum paperweight 
$3.95 postpaid 

For novelty use only. 

Net intended for any other use. 

Send check or M.O. to: 

BEST 

SPORTS SUPPLIER 

P.O. Box 4, Dept. 14 
Hazelwood, Mo. 63042 



L ive on 
tv ... 

Sirs: 

I would like to take this opportunity to 
thank Col. Brown again for the invitation 
to compete in the first annual Soldier of 
Fortune Combat Shoot. It was an honor 
to engage in sport with men of superior 
shooting skill and knowledge. The profes¬ 
sionalism displayed in regard to safety and 
weapons handling was outstanding. 

Yesterday, Wednesday, 8 October 
1980, I watched the Donahue Show live 
on WGN in Chicago. It appeared that 
Col. Brown had total control and the sup¬ 
port of the audience and viewers due to 
his truthful, down-to-earth, common- 
sense answers and professional appear¬ 
ance. It seems that Donahue failed in his 
mission to portray Soldier of Fortune 
Magazine as a violent publication and 
those who read it as bloodthirsty in¬ 
dividuals. 

As for police officers such as myself 
who attended and competed, I feel that 
there was an abundance of knowledge 
available for use in law-enforcement train¬ 
ing, including new techniques of aggres¬ 
sion that officers may be on the alert for 
in reference to their own protection. 

Also, I enjoyed watching myself 
“max” the shotgun slug course with my 
“870” on nationwide television. 

In all my years in law enforcement and 
as commander of our tactical team, I was 
never more proud than to be able to repre¬ 
sent my department in your match. 

You’re telling it the way it is, Brown. 
Keep up the good work. 

Thank you, 

Sgt. Tony Sacco 

Sangamon County Sheriff’s Dept. 
Springfield, Illinois 

Thanks for tooting our horn . It's 
always nice to receive kudos from law- 
enforcement officials. Also , the Denver 
area showed Brown, William M. Brooks 
and the convention on tape on the 
Donahue show on Wednesday, 22 Octo¬ 
ber. We suggest you check with local TV 
stations to see when they plan to air par¬ 
ticular taped segments of shows that in¬ 
terest you, since individual show dates 
may vary from one area of the country to 
another. —The Eds. 


F reedom fund 
praised ... 

Sirs: 

Kick their ass! Your Afghan Freedom 
Fighters’ Fund is the charity of the 
decade! Since our whimpering, anemic, 
communist-sympathizing Democratic ad¬ 
ministration won’t help out our new 
allies, I guess it is up to me. I regret being 
able to donate only $20 from this 
paycheck, but I am currently preparing to 
stave off the Red Menace when they try to 
invade our homeland. My latest .45 Com¬ 
mander ate up the whole check (aside 
from the third the bureaucracy so gleeful¬ 
ly stole). Next check I hope to donate 
more and make a steady habit of it. 
Serious. Being 17 and still in high school, I 
can’t yet make the trip myself, so I shall 
try to help our friends in any way I can. 

And to all you Walter Mittys out there 
— look what a deal you’ve got going! All 
our allies ask is some U.S. greenbacks that 
won’t be worth anything in a few years 
anyway. They ask no sacrifice, no life on 
the line, only a few hours’ pay. And un¬ 
doubtedly SOF will be there to cover it in 
pictures. Wouldn’t you pay $20 now and 
again to see a picture of an Ivan being 
blasted through the neck? Besides, every 
Ivan a Freedom Fighter zaps is one less 
you have to face in the years to come. Get 
involved! 

Fanatically yours, 

N.W. 

Bellevue, Washington 
Thanks for your support. We've al¬ 
ready delivered $2,000 to one major mu¬ 
jahideen group and hope to send more 
soon. Every dollar collected by SOF’s 
Afghan fund goes directly to the Afghans . 
No funds are used for salaries or ad¬ 
ministrative expenses. Send your nonde¬ 
ductible contribution to AFFF (Afghan 
Freedom Fighters' Fund),P.O. Box 693, 
Boulder, CO 80306. —The Eds. 

RAFT STANCE 
DOUBTS ... 

Sirs: 

In remonstrance to Bob Poos’ commen¬ 
tary on the necessity of a peacetime draft 
(SOF, December ’80), the United States 
seemed to have done all right without one 

Continued on page 76 
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The Adventure Book Club 

ACTION—ADVENTURE—VALUE 





1ft _- 


HOW MEMBERSHIP WORKS: Every 4 weeks you will receive the ADVENTURE NEWS. This 
informative bulletin describes the Current Selection plus all of the other Alternate Selec¬ 
tions. If you wish to purchase the Current Selection. DO NOTHING and it will be shipped to 
you automatically. If you want one or more of the Alternate Selections—or NO book at all 
that month—just indicate your decision on the printed form always provided. You will 
always have at least 10 days to make a decision. If your Bulletin is delayed in the mail and 
you receive the Current Selection without having had 10 days to decide whether or not you 
want it, just return it at our expense. 


Adventure Book Club Dept. 50F 33 Union Square West, New Yoit, NY 10003 


r. 

Please enroll me as a Charter Member ol the 
new and exciting ADVENTURE BOOK CLUB. 
Send me selection # _ as my first selection As my 

FREE selection, send me selection # I will pay 
only S5.00 for my first selection and will receive the 

Name_ 


second selection that I have indicated above absclutety 
FREE Forthcoming selections will be described to me in 
a monthly advance bulletin and I may decline any book 
by simply returning the printed form always provided I 
agree lo buy as few as four adO'teiat books at jfcp 
reduced Member s Price (plus a small shipping charge) 
during the next 12 months, and 1 may resign at any time 
thereafter. All Pnces £ U S 


Address _ 

City_ 

□ I enclose $_ 

Telephone No~ 


Please allow 4-6 weeks for delivery. 

______ Signature __ 


4. hit TtiromU: Their Weapons Leaders and Tacncs By 
Christopher Dobson and Ronald Payne The inside sioty 
ol the men and women who threaten us daily A com¬ 
plete intelligence dossier including lull-color illustrations 
Ol weapons ol terror 

Publisher s Price $ 14 95 Member'* Price *11.95 

6. The Srro-Your-Ule Detenu Handbook By Matt Braun 
A former Ranger covers die (uli range ol defense tactics 
needed to protect sell, home and lairuty Irom unwanted 
intruders Deadly serious techniques 60 action photos 
Publisher s Price *7 95 (paper) Member* Price *5.95 

11. Armies ct lire Middle East by Otto yon Prvka the only 
book available giving superior and detailed study ol the 
Middle East Annies (22 nations)—diet amts, weapons, 
equipment, tactics, organization, training, uniforms and 
histones A large section ol detailed maps and many il¬ 
lustrations make clear the course ot ail the wars in this 
area since 1948 168pages, thus., maps. 

Publisher's Price SI2 95 Member'* Price *10.95 

14. War Story by Jim Moms A no-hbtds-bar red account by 
a Green Beret Vietnam veteran ot counter-guerilla opera 
lions with me Mcntagnards. ambushes. Iirehghis and 
the people o! Vietnam 342 pages 

Publisher s Pnce*12 95 Member* Price *995 

15. Easy Meney by Oonald Goddard The true story ol the 
biggest, classiest narcotics caper smee the French Con¬ 
nection All details given of how the operation was run 
by the Black-Superfty-Spanrsn-Maha from Europe lo 
Venezuela, Haiti. Miami and lo New York. The real inside 
story A great and informative book. 366 pages 
Publisher s Price StO 00 Member’s Price *7.95 

16. Rommel. Battle* and Campaign* by Kenneth Macksey 
A vividly illustrated history of the Desert Fox Irom 
WWl through the Ghost Division Alnka Korps, to 
Normandy His lile. his battles and the man himsetl 
Hundreds ot black and white and color action photo¬ 
graphs 224 pages, illustrated maps, index 
Publisher s Price S14 95 Member * Price SI 1.95 

17. THE PALADIN by Brian Garlwld the tantastic story ot 
Winston Churchill s seofl personal warrior and his mts- 
srnns during WWII 381 pages 

Publisher s Price S12 95 Member'* Price *9.95 

18. SURVIVAL POACHING by Ragnar Benson. Techniques 
and tales ot taking, preparing and using every sort ot 
game available This book is intended to be used! 250 
pages, illustrated. 

Publisher s Price *12.95 Member* Price *9.50 

21. AIRWAR-VIETKAM Operational military history of how 
the military waged the war in S£ Asia Description ot 
smart weapon tactics, air battles and the Mayaguez 
Inodent 361 pages, thus maps index, glossary 
Publisher s Price * t5 00 Member * Price If 1.95 

23 BETTER TIMES THAN THESE by Winston Groom A 
class* account ol Bravo Company in Vietnam in 1966 
Tne great novel o! the Vietnam War 4it pages 
Publisher s Price StO 95 Member's Price *8.95 
THE MARTIAL ARTS by Michel Random Fantastically 
illustrated with full color covering all the warrior arts 
in Japan throughout time—teamigues, theory, weap¬ 
ons and history Comprehensive reference 288 pages 
19 - 12"). illustrated (limited Supply) 

Publisher s Price S25 00 Member * Price *16.50 
THE GOLD CREW Oy Thomas Scortia anO Frank Robin 
son A lust i ale nuclear submarine thriller which con¬ 
tains much dedassitied information on modem strategy 
and submarines 435 pages 
Publisher s Price Si 1 95 Member * Price *9.95 

26. CLOSE QUARTERS by Urry Heme man A 1 was there 
first hand report ot the author s experiences in combat 
in Vietnam as an APC driver Savage compelling arm 
exciting The real stuff 336 pages (Limited Supply) 
Publisher sPnceSIO 00 Member’s Price *6,95 

27. FRONT PAGE VIETNAM. Hundreds of action photo¬ 
graphs coupled with over 575 actual front pages ol the 
New York Times on the maior events ot the Vietnam war 
make this a must book tor those interested in how the 
war developed, progressed and ended 24B pages (9 * 
ID. illustrated maps 

Publisher s Price *20 00 Member'* Price *13,50 

21. THE LAST NOMAD by Wilfred Thesiger One ot the great 
adventurers of our times relates hts forty years of wan¬ 
dering through deserts, mountains, marshes, wars and 
nomadic tribes with hundreds ot tantastic photographs 
and text A rare book 304 pages (815 x 12"). illus¬ 
trated. maps, index, glossary (Limited Supply) 
Publisher 's Price S24 95 Member * Price *t«,5D 

29. THE fitfE f IhSERS by Gayle Rivers and James Hudson 
The story ot a long-secret mission in 19B9 of a trek 
through Laos and into China by seven men to assassinate 
top Viet Cong and Chinese leaders The second-in- 
command on the mission has written a shattering anc 
fierce account 280 pages 

Publisher s Price *8.95 Member '* Pnc e 17.50 

30. LEGIONNAIRE: My twe years in the French Foreign 
legion by Simon Murray Five years of oesert, sweat, 
discipline combat and intrigue are detailed by the author 
The real story by one who considers it well woith the 
price. 315 pages, illustrated, maps 

Publisher's Price $9.95 Memoir i Price *8.00 

31. MERC: AMERICAN SOLDIERS OF FORTUNE by Jay 
Mallm and Robert K, 8rown, Here we have the real story 
ol today s meres—one of high rdeals. lust lor combat 
and excitement It s alt true and based on actual combat 
histones and interviews A number of contemporary 
meres ate covered and there ts a fascinating historical 
chapter detailing American mercenary activities sme* 
the Revolution 216 pages, lilust, irate* 

Publisher s Price *14 95 Member* Price *10.95 


Buy One For Only 
$5.00—Get One Free! 
Choose Any One 
Of These Best- 
Selling Adventure 
Books At The Special 
Low Price Of $5.00 
And Take One Other 
Absolutely Free! 


The Adventure Book Club is for you, the man who 
craves action. You are the man who strives to exper¬ 
ience all the excitement of struggle, achievement and 
victory. You want to know more about your world of 
adventure and all it can hold for you. You are the vet¬ 
eran, the climber of mountains, the hunter, the sky- 
diver. the soldier of fortune, the explorer of the un¬ 
explored. You want to know what is happening in the 
action spots around the globe. You want to have in¬ 
formation about your gear, your weapons, how to get 
there and what to do when you arrive. 

The editors ot The Adventure Book Club have built 
THE book club for adventurers. We will not flood you 
with books you can purchase at any drugstore or 
newsstand. We will pick from books throughout the 
world the very best for you. You will be able to 
choose books on all subjects that are important to 
you: weapons: self-defense; aircraft; combat; hunt¬ 
ing; insurgents; intelligence services; mercenaries; 
terrorists; and travel. 

In addition, we also offer you fantastic true adven¬ 
tures and some of the finest fiction available today. 
We will provide you with the information you need to 
stay vital and aware, and in quieter times, entertain 
you with tales of men like yourself. 

As a club member you will get these books at a very 
substantial savings—as much as 60% off publishers’ 
list prices. We save you the bother of looking from 
store to store for the books you want, and we will 
save you money. 


Brian Garfield 


THE 

1M 
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FULL AUTO 

Modifying The MAC 

by Sgt. Gary Paul Johnston 



Dodds* M16 stock adaption is rugged and comfortable. 


SUPER 
KNIFE SALE 



Retail 

Sale 

Gerber Guardian* 

$41 

$35 

Gerber Mark 1* 

$47 

$40 

Gerber Command 1* 

$47 

$40 

Gerber Mark II 

$57 

$47 

Gerber FS III 

$47 

$40 

Gerber Paul* 

$70 

$57 

(Exotic hardwood) 

Kershaw Trooper** 

$75 

$60 

Ninja (w/shoulder harness) 

$49 

$39 

Puma Boot* 

$82 

$60 

Case Boot Hunter* 

$47 

$39 

Explorer Boot* 

$31 

$25 

Explorer Big Boot* 

$37 

$29 

Explorer Survival* 

$25 

$20 

Explorer Survival II 

$36 

$28 

(Mark II copy) 

Valor SSS Boot 

$35 

$24 

(Command 1 copy) 

Valor SSS Survival 

CSJ 

$30 

(Command II copy) 

Phoenix "Coffin" 

$32 

$25 

Folding Boot* 

Push Dagger 


$14 

Belt Buckle Knife 


$14 


(Brn. belt, give size] 

*Comes with boot/belt clip sheath. 

♦Comes in custom presentation case. Ship¬ 
ping $1. First knife. $.50 ea. extra. 1981 Cata¬ 
log $1. FREE with order. Send to: PHMA. P.0. 
Box 44153. Brooklyn. OH 44144. 



T HE popularity of Gordon Ingram’s 
MAC 10 submachine gun has con¬ 
tinued to increase since it was introduced 
in the 1960s. This has been due to the 
MAC’S affordable price and its excellence 
as a weapon. But, as with any good pro¬ 
duct, there is always room for improve¬ 
ment. Some of the MAC’s features with 
which I have been less than thrilled are its 
folding stock, its magazine release and the 
wipe arrangement in the suppressor. 

Although the stock collapses nicely in¬ 
side the weapon for vehicle and drop use, 
it is less than ideal in its extended position, 
being somewhat clumsy and uncomfort¬ 
able. An alternate extending stock has 
been available and, of late, fixed wooden 
stocks have appeared and become popular 
on subgun courses — and with MAC own¬ 
ers in general. Recently, what may be the 
best solution of all to the MAC’S stock 
problem has come to my attention. 

John Dodds, of Ohio, has designed a 
sturdy, effective mount to mate the stan¬ 
dard MAC sliding bracket with the M16 
butt stock. With a minimum of fitting, the 
butt stock adapts to the MAC as if the two 
were made for each other. The length is 
only a fraction of an inch from that of the 
original stock and can be adjusted. This 
arrangement provides the most comfor¬ 
table, rigid stock I have ever used on a 
MAC 10. Finished in military-type phos¬ 
phate, the three-piece stock adapter sells 
for $20.95 ppd, without the M16 stock. 

Dodds has also come up with excellent 
remedies to the magazine catch and wipe 


problems. The hard-to-reach catch is 
modified to an ‘‘assault” configuration, 
similar to that of the M14 and AK-47 
rifles. With it, all one has to do is grasp the 
magazine and the release tab extending 
down to the rear. Pressing the tab forward 
releases the magazine quickly and easily. 
The chance that this release could ac¬ 
cidently be depressed is unlikely, and near¬ 
ly impossible when shooting. The “as¬ 
sault” magazine release is $15 with the old 
one in trade. 

Dodds’ third MAC modification lies in 
his treatment of the suppressor wipe unit. 
Instead of throwing away a wornout wipe 
assembly, or having to pry out and restake 
the retaining ring to change wipes, the 
assembly is converted so that a new retain¬ 
ing ring unscrews with a spanner wrench 
or needle-nose pliers in order to replace 
shot-out wipes. For those many MAC 
shooters, who like to shoot without wipes 
for top accuracy and only slightly more 
noise, the wipes can be quickly removed 
with this unit. Dodds will convert the wipe 
assembly for $12. 

Not only should these slick MAC 
modifications be a boon to MAC owners 
and police SWAT teams, but Dodds tells 
me that he is working on an inexpensive 
method of preventing the MAC suppres¬ 
sor from unscrewing during full-auto fire 
— I can’t wait. 

For information, write John Dodds, 
Dept. SOF, P.O. Box 39294, Solon, OH 
44139. 

/\ 
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DESERT PUBLICATIONS 

CORNVILLE, ARIZONA 86325 

Send $1.00 for our complete catalog listing hundreds of titles covering 
military & police science, firearms & self-defense, survival, alternate energy, 
locksmithing and nostalgia. (Catalog sent free with order.) 

☆☆☆ GREAT NEW TITLES! ☆☆☆ 







CHECKLIST FOR SURVIVAL 
By Tony & Jo-Anne Lesce 
At last, a survival book written for the 
average guy who can’t afford a 10,000 
acre retreat or a private arsenal that 
would equip a small army. 29 chap¬ 
ters covering food, tools, weapons, 
potential survival situations, etc. 

No. 441 ... $4.95 



SURVIVAL SHOOTING 
By Tom Givens 

Written by a man who carries a gun for 
a living, this book is packed with valu¬ 
able information for street cop and 
civilian alike. Includes data on weapon 
selection (both handguns & shotguns), 
loads, night firing, maintenance, etc. 
431.$6.95 


CROSSBOWS 

From 35 Years With The Weapon 
By George M. Stevens 
Experience the thrills of crossbow 
shooting with one of America’s leading 
tournament competitors and discover 
the crossbow's practical applications as 
a hunting and survival arm. 

No. 081 ... $6.95 


AMERICAN TOOLSOF INTRIGUE 
By John A. Minnery & Joe Ramos 
Meet the Stinger, Liberator, Bigot, 
cigarette lighter gun, glove pistol and 
other clandestine weapons of World 
War II to the present day. Profusely 
illustrated with photos, blueprints & 
line drawings. Over 100 8Vixll pp. 

No. 222 ... $8.95 



35MM SLIDE SETS WITH TEXT 
{Each Set Contains 22 Color Slides & Accompanying Text 
In An Attractive 8V?x 11 Vinyl Binder.) 

IMPROVISED SHAPED CHARGES 
Slides dramatically portray the construction and deploy¬ 
ment of these easily made devices. Penetration test results 
are also shown. 

No. 250 . .... $21.95 

TWO COMPONENT HIGH EXPLOSIVE MIXTURES 
Components are relatively easy to obtain and are safe until 
mixed, yet Special Forces instructors claim that one such 
mixture produces the most potent sub-nuclear explosion. 
No. 251 . $21.95 


Ammonium nitrate, commonly available in fertilizer, can serve as the basic ingredient for an effective 

improvised explosive. Text includes preparation & effects of variables. No. 218 .... ..$4.95 

IMPROVISED EXPLOSIVES FOR USE IN DETONATORS 


Covers field expedient methods for the construction of improvised detonators using primary explosives 

derived from indigenous materials No. 220 .. . .... . . $4.95 

EVALUATION OF IMPROVISED SHAPED CHARGES 
The construction and performance potential of shaped charges which can be constructed from indigenous 

materials and components are discussed. No. 221 . . . .. ... $4.95 

IMPROVISED ROCKET MOTORS 


Data from test firing of over 1,000 experimental rockets is presented with emphasis on the construction 

of tacticly effective rockets from commonly available materials. No. 217 ... ..$4.95 

IMPROVISED BATTERIES AND DETONATING DEVICES 


Electronic detonating and alarm devices are incapacitated by lack of power, but can be activated in an 
emergency with improvised power sources. No. 219 ...$4.95 



CIA & Special Forces Improvised Munitions Black Books 


Volume 1 (No. 204).$9.95 

Volume 2 (No. 205) .$9.95 

Nuclear Survival (No. 418).$5.95 

Techniques of Harassment (No. 21 3) .$5.95 

Guerrilla Warfare & Special Forces Operations (No. 500).$7.95 
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Depl.SF Oornville.AZ 86325 


Name_ 

Address.. 
City_ 


State 


.Zip. 


1 Qty. 

TITLE or BOOK No. 

Price 

Total ( 


























AZ Add 4% State Sales Tax 
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alto mcluda th* * dljil numbti Mow your nimaf 



SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 11 









































DEPENDABLE 

FINEST PISTOL 

& RIFLE CLIPS .-g a p 

STEEL FABRICATED V % ^ 

lefllunrig EiTemtRd Clips for many Pistols & 
Rifles New & Old Models 

SPORTING - SURVIVAL - MILITARY 
fterniinglpn, Roger. Browning, HK. H & R. 
Merlin, Explorer and many morel 


CALIBER 

DESCRIPTION 

PRICE 

22 

Astra Constable .., .... 

9.95 

22 

Browning Belgium made 

12.95 

22 

Browning U.S. made , 

14.95 

22 

Beretta fits 8 rds & 10 rds specify .. 

11.95 

22 

Colt New or Old mod spe _ 

11 95 

22 

H i St and. Victor,Citation.Supernm ic. 1 roph>. 

1.3 95 

22 

Hi StandarHI). HA. I).A. HE. GE. G!> . * 

14.95 

22 

Llama hit new mods.( 14 rds. 13.95) Reg. Si/c 

9 95 

22 

Smith A Wesson mod 4) (22 stw rm>d 61 9.95 

14 95 

22 

Star h Y hR. KRS. Walker PP A PPK S . 

II 95 

25 

Arm>-Galesi mod 9. 8, 95. Gelesi late mode 

14 95 

25 

Beretta Jet Fire (mlr 19.34-1941) 7 rds.M 95 

14.95 

25 

Browning . ...... . 

14.95 

25 

Ilian E27B. Sterling 300 .. 

9,95 

25 

Colt Jr late mod (15 rds 16.95) Reg.sise . 

14.95 

1 12 

Bcrctia made 19.34 to .38, 8cretta mod. 100 

14.95 

32 

8rownmg pre war 7 or 8 rounds. Specify 

14.95 

32 

Colt. Ceska. Bernardeili. Remington 

14 95 


Mauser A-0 7 rds .. . 

18 95 

32 

Savage 10 rds . , ..... 

18 95 

32 

Walter 7 ppK (15 rds 16.50) Reg Si/c . 

12 95 

%2 

Waller PPK S (15 rds. 16.50) Reg. Sue , , 

Ww ifmek m»my m*rt chjt htt*4 m Out #4 

12 95 

3X0 

Astra Consiablc (15 rds 16.50) Reg. Si/e 

12 95 

3X() 

Beretta 19 34 to 19.38... 

14 95 

3X0 

Rerrtta 70\ (15 rds 16 50) Reg. Si/e 

14 95 

3X0 

Back-up 9mm Kur/. Astra 3000 

10 95 

3X0 

Llama lit all new (Nod. 15 rds 16 50) Rcg.Si/e 

10 95 

380 

Mab mod t) Mauser H Sc Orgies. Remington 

18 95 

380 

Star hi hisi Mod (15 rds. 16.50) Reg Si/e 

1095 

3X0 

Star H Snd Mod. (15 rds. 16 00) Reg Sue 

10 95 

380 

Star Super Model SM . 

10 95 

380 

Waller PP A PPK S (15 rds. 16.50) Reg. Si/e 

•12 95 

380 

Waller PPK (15 rds 16.50) Reg. Si/c , .... 

12.95 

9mm 

Browning H P (3()rds .34.95) .. ...... 

18 95 

9mm 

Beretta M92 f30 rds .34 95) 25 rds 

29 95 

9mm 

Smith A Wesson Mod. 39(14 rds. 17.95) Reg. 

12.95 

9mm 

Smith A Wesson Mod 59(30rds. 34.95)Reg.S/ 

18 95 

9mm 

Star Model A. Star Mod.B. Star 8s Reg.Si/c 

14 95 

9mm 

.Starlight BK M A BKS (14 rds 17.95) Reg.Si/e 

14 95 

9mm 

Waller P38 A P38K (14 rds 17.95) Reg. Si/e 

14.95 

9mm 

Radom P35 (14 rds 17 95) Reg. Si/e .... 

14.95 

9mm 

Mauser Parabellum (10 rds 14.95) Reg Si/e 

13.95 

.30 

Tokarev Mauser 7 63 and 7 65 

17.95 

38 

Coll Rimless smokeless 7 or 8 Rounds 

14.95 

45 

Colt tits all mod 25 rds 26.95 20 rds 

18.95 

45 

Detonics(15 rds. 1895) R Eg Si/e ..._ 

12.95 

45 

Llama tits al new mod (25 rds 26 95) Reg Si/e 

12.95 

45 

Star Mod. P.S, (25 rds. 26 95) Reg Si/e 

12 95 

45 

Star M*>d. PI) (15 rds. 17 95) Rig Si/e ,. 

12.95 

45 

Browning D A ... ........ 

SURVIVAL RIFLE CLIPS 

14.95 

22 

AR-7 Explorer (15 rds) . . 

19.95 

22 

Martin Models 995. 9X9 M2 (15 rds) 

14 95 

22 

Gleniild Model 70 (15 rds) . 

14.95 

22 

Harrington A Richardson (15 rds. Magnum 

SPORTING RIFLE CUPS 

22.95 

' 223 

Ruger mini 14 (20 rds) 

14 95 

ZD 

Roger Mini 14 (30 rds) . 

16.95 

303 

British I ce Enfield (10 rds) .... .... 

16.95 

308 

Winchester 88 ur 100 (8 rds) . 

22.95 

308 

Remington 740. 742. 760 (8 rds) . ... 

22.95 

243 

Remington 740. 742. 760 (8 rds) ..... 

22 95 

30 06 

Remington 740. 742. 760 (10 rds 25 95) 12 rds 

TO MAKE YOUR ORDER 

28.95 


Please print or 'yw clearly. Compute your own tax on your 
order. Include mulif^ charges, 2 days in-plant with Money 
prder rur mt* ie s#n* 


"ASK FOR OUR EXTENSIVE CLIP LINE" 
for answers to your questions, send self addressed 
stamped envelope, for UP DATED production price 
list, include 2 Bucks to cover our expenses Will ig 
nore inquiries without cover cost. For foreign mail. 
l price is $3.75. 


1 

j 


D & E MAGAZINES MFG. 

P.O. Box 4579 "S' 

Downey, California 90241 
Pric9 lift for 1960 


COMBAT 
PISTOLCRAFT 

Avoiding The Late 
Great Leg Shot 


Ken Hackathorn 



P RACTICAL pistol shooting has es¬ 
tablished an excellent safety record 
over the past years. Considering the stress¬ 
ful nature of these practical shooting exer¬ 
cises, the number of accidental shootings 
in this sport is surprisingly low. My NRA- 
shooting-circle friends are always amazed 
at our successful safety efforts and low ac¬ 
cident rate. The reasons are simple. 

First and foremost, when one asks a 
man to perform a fast and potentially 
dangerous gun-handling phase in a match, 
he will not require much warning. He is 
already well aware of the danger and takes 
extra care. Second, modern guns and 
equipment used in practical shooting com¬ 
petition are designed with maximum user 
safety in mind. Finally, and most impor¬ 
tant, is the need for proper training in the 
“technique of the pistol.” One must be 
taught proper gun-handling techniques 
and safety. IPSC has numerous schools 
open to the public for instruction and 
training. Anyone who fails to take advan¬ 
tage of these schools or their teaching 
starts off on the wrong foot. 

Now, I do admit that there have been 
accidents in practical pistol shooting, 
mainly because many new shooters use 
less than ideal techniques. The most com¬ 
mon accident is what I call “the late great 
leg shot.” Putting a .45 ACP slug in one’s 
leg is most painful, and terribly embar¬ 
rassing, because it is so stupid. 

How do these accidents happen? Let’s 
look at the causes of the leg shot, since it 
has become a weak point in our safety 
record. Leg shots are predominantly caus¬ 
ed when inserting the pistol back into the 
holster, although a few drawing accidents 
have occurred, usually with the front- 
break holsters, and most frequently with 
one of the plastic varieties. 

Proper training in pistol technique re¬ 
quires one to keep his finger away from 
the trigger except when finishing the last 
stages of the Firing stroke. Whenever the 
pistol is not actually being fired, the trig¬ 
ger finger remains out of the trigger guard 
and straight alongside the pistol frame. 

Practice all gun handling with this 
method. Do not insert the finger into the 
trigger guard until the piece is to be fired. 


This technique becomes critical when 
moving about with the pistol in hand, 
both in assault matches and when search- 1 
ing for bad guys in real life. 

Many untrained observers argue that 
this technique is too slow. Remember that 
during the time one brings the pistol on 
target, he can move his finger the short 
distance to the trigger. If one trains con¬ 
stantly, using this safe method of pistol 
handling, he will do it correctly under 
stress. 

What often happens in leg-shooting in¬ 
cidents is this: After the shooter has 
finished firing his last round, he re¬ 
engages his thumb safety but fails to take 
his finger off the trigger. As he forcefully 
shoves the pistol in the holster, the holster 
lip comes in contact with the finger, which 
is resting on the trigger. This sudden stop, 
combined with the mass of the pistol’s 
weight and the force of the arm jamming 
the weapon back into the holster, causes 
the thumb to disengage the safety. When 
this happens, tension on the trigger is 
already present — and boom! 

To prevent this, one must keep his 
finger out of the trigger guard when draw¬ 
ing or reholstering his sidearm. The secret 
of this move? Practice, practice, practice, 

When choosing a holster, one should 
look for a design that keeps the muzzle of 
the weapon pointing away from the body. 
It is much better to have the shot strike the 
ground than end up in a leg or foot. In 
serious competition, one will be dis¬ 
qualified for such an incident — but this is 
much better than a trip to the hospital. 

For everyday practical carry, a holster 
with an FBI cant may prove ideal, since 
even if a shot is fired in the leather, the 
only likely damage will be a crease in one’s 
posterior. A forward-rake holster will 
place the round in the ground and to the 
front. A cross-draw, if worn correctly, 
will place a wild round safely off to the 
side. 

Most people who have shot themselves 
in the leg can give you practical informa¬ 
tion on bullet penetration — they will tell 


Continued on page 70 
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“GET OUT OF JAIL 
FREE CARD” 

Studies and Observations 
Group ID card 
An exact reprint of the 
CIA/Covert Operations ID 
card carried by members of 
the SOG (Studies and Ob¬ 
servations Group) in SE 
Asia during the Vietnam 
era. 

Do not detain or ques¬ 
tion him! He is authorized to 
wear civilian clothing, carry 
unusual personal weapons, 
pass into restricted areas, 
requisition equipment of all 
types. . “If he is killed do 
not remove this document 
from him! etc.” Printed in 3 
colors. SOLD AS A WAR 
RELIC ONLY! $5.00 



Kolwazit by Colonel Erulin, late com¬ 
mander of the 2nd Legion Para Regiment. 
This exciting photographic record of the 
Legion’s 1978 Zaire intervention is a must 
for anyone interested in the Legion or 
Airborne operations. Almost 200 photos of 
this most elite of Airborne units training 
for and in action in Africa. Shows 
weaponry, assault tactics, friends and 
enemies, atrocities, uniforms — the works! 
Includes maps of Africa, Zaire and Kolwezi 
and a list of the 2e REP officers and men 
who led the unit into combat. Don't speak 
French? Neither do we but you don’t need 
to read the language since this book is 
over 90% pictorial. 175 pages, hardbound, 
$24.95 



THE MONEY SOLDIERS by Martin Walk¬ 
er. The story of those who risk their lives 
for pay. Dave Maddox’s mission is to 
plunge into the seething cauldron of 
revolutionary Angola to fight Communist 
Cubans who are trying to sweep the 
country into the Soviet bloc. He is loyal 
only to his own kind and money! THE 
MONEY SOLDIERS is a novel from behind 
the headlines. Hardcover, 368 pages, 
$11.95. 



Violence In our Time. A mindbending 
collection of about 400 rare photographs 
which graphically depict a variety of 
horrors: beheadings, firing squads, 
murders, suicides, riots, war, terrorism, 
assassinations, genocide, etc., etc. The 
stuff of which nightmares are made. 
Warning: definitely not for the faint of 
heart, Hardbound, large format, 256 
pages, $14.95 



THE COMPANY SHIRT — A Lancer exclusive! 
Not an ordinary T-shirt but a high quality polo 
shirt with an authentic, full color reproduction 
of the CIA crest emblazoned above the pocket. 
Support our country’s first line of defense 
against international subversion (and think of 
the fun you’ll have wearing it!). Please be sure 
to state your size, $14.95 Specify S, M, L, XL 

ORDER TODAY! 




Selous Scouts Para Wings. The Scouts are 
gone but will live on as one of the great 
elite units of all time. These wings are 
authentic Rhodesian military production 
but were never issued and are in new 
condition. $29.95 



FRENCH FOREIGN LEGION PARACHUTE 
CERTIFICATE: Just like the one you lost in 
Algiers. These are blank certificates ready 
to have name and date added. Beautiful 
detail, two colors, 9x12", $3.95 SPECIAL 
OFFER: Certificate and a set of the French 
Parachute wings as pictured on the certifi¬ 
cate, only $9,90 Save $1.00 



Metro Para beret badge. Designed immediately after 
World War II by R Louis, heraldic officer for the 
French Army, this classic badge represents over¬ 
powering force descending from the sky. Made 
famous by the tough Paras of the French Army and 
Foreign Legion, it is also well known as a mercenary 
badge. Original French manufacture, mint condition 
S5.95 



THE RED DEVIL: Finequality full colorprint 
by famed British military artist Charles 
Stadden, showing a trooper of the Para¬ 
chute Regiment. $3.95. 


Our latest illustrated catalog of world 
wide military gear, $1.00 
When in Houston, visit our shop at 2409 
Times Blvd. 

LANCER MILITARIA 
PO. BOX 35188 
HOUSTON, TX. 77035 
(713) 522-7036 


Your satisfaction is guaranteed 


Please rush me 


□ I enclose my check or money order for 

S -or please charge it to my 

□ Visa Q Mastercharge 

Account Number —-___ 

Expiry Date__ 

Signature_ _ 

(necessary to send merchandise) 


NAME 



ADDRESS 



CITY 

STATE 



ZIP CODE PHONE 


LANCER MILITARIA 

PO. BOX 35188 
HOUSTON, TX. 77035 
(713) 522-7036 
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ADVENTURE 

QUARTERMASTER 

by Cynthia E.D. Kite 



N EW SLENDER BENDER ... 

Smith & Wesson has come out with a 
lock-back knife that may be carried in the 
pocket without a sheath, but will not in¬ 
flict unusual wear because it has no sharp 
edges when folded. 

The S&W “Ultra-Thin” is a 2 , / 2 -ounce 


cutter just one quarter of an inch thick 
and three inches long when closed. Open, 
its overall length is 5Vi inches. 

It comes in two blade styles, clip point 
and drop point. Both are flat ground in 
440 stainless steel with stainless-steel han¬ 
dles. Now available in retail stores for the 
suggested price of $19.95. 




A. SIGHT BETTER ... 

Wichita Arms , a new division of 
Wichita Engineering & Supply, Inc., now 
offers a unique multi-range, quick-change 
sighting system which can be zeroed in at 
different ranges. They believe it will have 
wide appeal for all phases of silhouette 
pistol and rifle competition and also for 
hunting rifles. 

The new sight, designed by master pis- 
tolsmith Ron Power, features four repeat- 
able range settings that can be adjusted 
and locked, enabling the shooter to bring 
the sight to the proper setting as he 
changes distances, by simply turning a ser¬ 
rated wheel (numbered 1-2-3-4) for dif¬ 
ferent ranges. 

Incorporating a positive click windage 
adjustment, the sturdy new sight will retail 
for $69.95. For more information contact 
Wichita Arms, Dept. SOF, 333 Lulu, 
P.O. Box 11371, Wichita, KS 67211. 


THE NEW SUPER Q ... 

Underwater Kinetics has introduced the 
B200 Super “Q-Lite,” which it claims is 
the smallest, high-power, underwater light 
you can buy. The suggested retail price of 
$50 includes flashlight, luminescent ni-cad 
battery (and a fitted black sleeve for when 
you don’t want it to glow) and an AC 
charger that will recharge the battery in 
eight hours. The high-impact plastic light 
has been tested to 2,000 feet and is small 
enough to fit in your pocket. 

Underwater Kinetics also offers a full 
line of compatible accessories for the 
Q-Iite. Sounds ideal for the diver, under¬ 
water photographer and spelunker, or 
anyone who needs a dependable bright 
beam. For more details write them at 
Dept. SOF, 7052 Convoy Court, San 
Diego, CA 92111. 


-- 
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w ELCOME ADDITIONS ... 


— only slightly scaled down in size and 
minus the bayonet lug. Machined from 
solid-bar stock steel with matching blue 
job, current cost is S30. 

If you’re in the market for a para¬ 
trooper folding stock for your Mini-14, 
Choate will mount their top-quality, 
hand-made stock (with either wood or 
plastic grip) to your original stock for S68. 
Having noticed that the conventional 
Mini-14 stock is too short, they make the 
folding portion 1 Vi inches longer than 
standard, claiming it’s more comfortable 
for the average man — though standard 
length is available upon request. 

For those of you using 20- or 30-round 
magazines, Choate has come up with a 
space-age, black-plastic, ventilated hand 
guard which helps diminish barrel over¬ 
heating. Duplicating the original wood in 
size and shape, it can extend barrel life 
and increase accuracy, and is available for 
$13.50. 

Write for further information to 
Choate Machine & Tool Co., Dept. SOF, 
Box 218, Bald Knob, AR 72010. 

EDITOR'S NOTE: SOF does not en¬ 
dorse any item reported in Adventure 
Quartermaster. When possible , an ap¬ 
propriate SOF staffer tests and evaluates 
products submitted. Sometimes this can¬ 
not be done and SOF simply publishes 
basic factual information about new pro¬ 
ducts that we feel may be of interest to 
readers. 


Choate Machine & Tool Company of¬ 
fers a quality line of accessories of interest 
to Remington 870 shotgun and Ruger 
Mini-14 rifle owners. 

Among the offerings for the Remington 
870 is a solid blued-steel 8-shot magazine 
extension kit that may be installed in 
seconds by the amateur without alteration 
to the gun. At a cost of $22, the kit in¬ 
cludes extra-long magazine spring, in¬ 
structions and warranty card. Some op¬ 
tions compatible with this kit include a 
blued-steel sling swivel base clamp for $4, 
for additional support where abuse oc¬ 
curs; extra magazine extension springs at 
$3 each, for those who leave their gun 
loaded; and at $3, a heavy-steel spring 
follower to replace the more breakable 
light-plastic type provided with the newer 
model 870s. 

Choate also offers a rugged, custom- 
made folding stock for the Remington 870 
in 12, 16 and 20 gauge. Easily manipu¬ 
lated and easily installed, the stock cur¬ 
rently sells for $68. 

With the best webbing money can buy, 
Choate makes a conventional 54-inch 
sling, available for $3, and an extra-long 
(72 In.) sling for $4 — for those Rem¬ 
ington 370 or Mini-14 owners who prefer 
to wear their weapon at their side in 
ready-position. 

Among the Choate options available 
for the Mini-14 is a “look-alike” flash 
suppressor, which is just like the real thing 
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MUJAHIDEEN ZERO IN 
ON IVAN P. 4B 

octosummo 

of miNE 
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□ Send SOLDIER OF FORTUNE to my 

year (12 issues) SAVE 20% over newsstand pri$8. 


□ Bill me $24.00 O Payrnerff enclosed 


□ rm a new subscriber U This is a renewal ortier 


SOF save you money? 


When you subscribe to SOF, you learn tips and 

techniques that save you time and money— 

and maybe your life! Experts reveal survival skills and 

new developments in weaponry that are 

not found elsewhere. And from our correspondents, you 

get timely first-hand reports from Africa, 

S.E. Asia and Latin America. 

So spoil yourself, and buy the source for adventure, 
mercenary activity, urban and wilderness survival, and 
discover products you only dreamed about. 












GUN CONFISCATION, MONETARY COLLAPSE, & AN AMERICAN DICTATOR NEXT!? 


Your Physical and Financial Survival 
is at Stake!!! 



“World at war, rampant inflation, deepening recession, 
stifling taxes, increasing unemployment, and civil turmoil.... 
The fall of Iran, Afghanistan, Nicaragua, Rhodesia, the Panama 
Canal and American diplomats held hostage-all during one 
administration—clearly America is headed for a disastrous 
political, social and economic period,” 

-warns German Author Hans J. Schneider 
Yes—You need to be prepared now more than ever before. The 
following manuals (covering physical, financial, wilderness sur¬ 
vival) will help you and your family prepare for the coming 

bad times. YOUR LIFE COULD DEPEND ON IT! 


WILDERNESS SURVIVAL 

How would you like to master the art of 
wilderness survival? Be able to live in the 
woods with just the bare necessities? Hunt, 
fish and trap using the survival skills outlined 
in one book? 

One of the best authoritative manuals on 
survival you will ever read, The Official U.S. 
Air Force Survival Manual, is a must for every 
emergency kit! You’ll be buying the same 
Manual that has saved the lives of many 
USAF pilots under hostile and emergency 
conditions around the world. So you know it 
works! 

COMPREHENSIVE . Proven superior over 
and over in the field of global survival, its 
chapters thoroughly cover: Survival in Areas 
Contaminated by Radiation • Survival on 
Land (Arctic, Subarctic, Desert, Tropics) • 
Survival at Sea • Survival on Sea Ice. 

This essential book gives you all the infor¬ 
mation you need to survive in the wilderness 
if you get lost or during times of crises and 
forced evacuation. 

You’ll receive vital information on Shel¬ 
ter, Food and Water; Edibility Tests on Wild 
Plants; Clothing/Equipment; First Aid; Signal 
ing; Orientation (by stars and sun); Fire Mak 
ing; Survival Weapons, Hunting, Fishing, and 
Trapping . . . and MUCH more. 

Well illustrated (over 350 detailed draw 
ings, tables, and maps) and easy to under¬ 
stand, this book is a must for every man or 
woman who is concerned about the safety 
and survival of their family during the uncer¬ 
tain times ahead! Only $7.95 postpaid. Order 
several—additional copies just $6.95 each ppd. 

PHYSICAL and 
FINANCIAL SURVIVAL 

Timely and Profitable Help for Troubled 
Americans picks up where the USAF Survival 
Manual leaves off. In it Survival Expert Hans 
J. Schneider reveals his proven plan for 
YOUR freedom and survival in the midst of 
economic and civil turmoil. 

FIRST-HAND ADVICE . No one could be 
better qualified to write this book than Mr. 
Schneider. He survived a total economic crash 
and 2 dictatorships, including 5 years under 
Communism. His father, a former industrial¬ 
ist, lost $10 million overnight and was im¬ 
prisoned. This was a time when thousands of 
a disarmed populace were ruthlessly mur¬ 
dered. Hans and his family had to search the 
forests for food in order to survive. This prac¬ 
tical\ first-hand knowledge will help you in 
similar times ahead. 

BLEAK FUTURE. America is already in 
hot water, but the future looks much, much 
worse—runaway inflation, price controls, 
FEBRUARY/81 


black markets, and eventually “a MAJOR 
depression that will make the 1930s look like 
a Sunday School' picnic.” After reading Mr. 
Schneider’s book, you will also know: 

• Why a dictator could rise to power in 
America (resulting in gun confiscation) 

• Why the world is bracing for WAR 

• Why famines and a collapse of the dollar 
are ahead 

• Why big cities will be centers of blood¬ 
shed, food shortages, and massive unem¬ 
ployment 

Hans Schneider adds this chilling warning: 
“Any one of these events could spell disaster 
to unprepared Americans, physically and Fi¬ 
nancially.” 

SURVIVAL RETREATS . In his book. 
Hans has outlined what he has done . . . and 
what you can do to prepare for-even proFit 
from—these times. Hans, his lovely wife, and 
their five children live in unspoiled wilder¬ 
ness next to a spring-fed stream, teeming 
with trout. They produce most of their own 
food and enjoy a wonderful family life. Is this 
your dream? By following his helpful advice, 
you too can wisely select the right place to 
live and set it up for survival. 

His 288-page book also covers: 

• What essential provisions to store, and 
how some can be used for barter 

• How to educate your children at home 
legally- and avoid the bad influence of 
public schools! 

• Simple inflation/depression-proof invest¬ 
ments with a 30-100% yearly increase 

• Jobs least vulnerable to unemployment 

• Foreign lands—A wise move? 

• 2 ways to hide valuables during chaotic 
times! 

• 5 different ways to produce your own 
electricity without gasoline! 

. . . and MUCH more. 

You will also read about alternate life¬ 
styles, weaponry, and defense tactics; turning 
a yacht into a “survival retreat”; 6 simple, 
inexpensive ways to preserve your own food 
(one using just a needle and string! page 47); 
and what is even more important for your 
physical survival than merely storing food 
(see pages 214 and 248-249)! 

. . . And that’s just the beginning. Mr. 
Schneider’s book is literally a “goldmine” of 
valuable “how-to” information. But don’t 
take our word for it, read what others are 
saying: 

• **.Timely ... a good prescription for those 
of us who no longer expect any help from the 
failing institutions of this world and recog¬ 
nize that we must work out our own salvation 
-physical, mental and spiritual.”—John R. 
Andrews, M.D., Ellijay, GA. 

• “His book is exceptional not only because 


it is timely and practical, but because it is 
based on actual personal experience— it is not 
a lot of idealistic theorizing or useless philos¬ 
ophy.” R. A. Johnson, Survival Editor for 
Inflation Survival Letter. 

You can order Timely and Profitable Help 
for Troubled Americans (288 pages) for just 
$9.95 postpaid—certainly one of the best in¬ 
vestments you will ever make. And his advice 
can profit you no matter where you live or 
what the economic conditions may be! 

GLOBAL SURVIVAL 

Mr. Schneider is also the author of anoth¬ 
er book. His latest, Flying to be Free (256 
pages), is his personal never-before-told story 
of his boyhood passion for flying in his com¬ 
munist-occupied homeland, the years he 
spent on dangerous aviation missions through 
war-tom Europe and the near-fatal accounts 
of his travels under survival conditions in al¬ 
most 100 countries. It is beautifully illustrat¬ 
ed with over 110 photos/drawings and a full- 
color cover. In a special chapter, Hans even 
tells you how you can save substantially on 
trips abroad using the same methods he did! 

SPECIAL OFFER & FREE BONUS . All 
three books provide you with over 700 pages 
of vital, informative reading. To help you and 
your family prepare, we have created a spe¬ 
cial 20% discount offer—get all three books 
(USAF Survival, Timely ...» and Flying 
. . .) in one “Survival Package” for just $23— 
$6 off! 

When you take advantage of this special 
offer, we will send you Masters of Legalized 
Confusion and Their Puppets by Hans J. 
Schneider as a FREE BONUS . This book 
(55,000 copies in print) is an undisputed eye- 
opener written without compromise. All 
these volumes will make fine additions to 
your library. 

To order, just dip the coupon and send 
with a check or money order. Or simply 
“charge it” to your Master Charge or VISA. 
Prompt shipment guaranteed! 

MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE . You may 
read these books for 15 days. If not pleased, 
you may return them in undamaged condi¬ 
tion for a full and prompt refund. In cither 
case, the free bonus is yours to keep. You 
can’t lose! 


RUT ACT NOW. Remember, only those 
who are adequately prepared will survive the 
bad times now facing America . . . and the 

•w Lirld. 


■■■■Special Discount Offer Coupon* — 

1 WORLD WIDE PUBLISHING CORP. 

P.O. Box 105 Dept. 40 I 


Ashland, Oregon 97620 U.S.A. 

□ Yes I want to be prepared. I enclose 
$__. Please rush me postpaid: 

_USAF Survival Manual $7.95 

_Timely and Profitable Help 

for Troubled Americans $9.95 


_YES! I want the "Survival Package'*— I 
All 3 books for only $23 ppd. ($6 ■ 
off)! Don't forget to tend the FREE | 


bonus, 

Print 

Name _ 


‘Masters . 


Address . 


City _ 
State. 


Zip„ 


I 

' I 
‘ I 
:i 
-1 
i 
i 

NO RISK—MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE 
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CHARGE IT: □ VISA □ Master Charge 
Exp Date_/_ 


Credit Card 





































I WAS THERE 


by Robert D. Andrews as told to M.L. Jones 


Robert D. Andrews , now a sergeant in 
the Marshall County (Ind.) Police Depart¬ 
ment , enlisted in the U.S. Navy in 
January 1969 and was shipped to Vietnam 
in June as an engineman on a harbor utili¬ 
ty craft (YFU) on the Danang River. 
These coastal river boats hauled supplies 
— usually pro-jos (projectiles) and black 
powder for them — to inland fighting 
forces. As he tells it: 

ECAUSE the Navy was in the process 
of turning our river boats over to 
the Army, we got a new Army dude every 
time one of our guys went stateside. In 
mid-August ’69, we picked up a load of 
black powder and three new Army pri¬ 
vates from a cargo ship in Danang Har¬ 
bor. Our destination was Tam Ky. We hit 
bad weather and arrived too late to off¬ 
load, so we anchored in the bay. (A boat 
loaded with black powder isn’t welcome 
near the shoreline after dark.) A VC with 
a sling-shot could have set off our load, 
and when those babies went, there usually 
wasn’t even a dog tag left. 

Our big concern was sappers, who 
might get the idea to swim out and plant a 
charge on the bottom of the boat. 

I took over the bridge watch at 2000 
hours. No moon, so all there was to do 
was listen. Since I’d only been in-country 
for two months, I heard every single 
sound. I was nervous as hell. 

At 2350 I heard something aft, and as I 
looked down from my 20-foot bridge deck 
my asshole puckered. There he was — a 
sapper. He was swimming toward the 
boat, so I figured he hadn’t planted his 
charge yet. I drew my .45 and took aim. 
Just as I got him sighted in, he submerg¬ 
ed. I sounded the red-alert siren, grabbed 
a concussion grenade, unwrapped it, pull¬ 
ed the pin and was ready to boil up the 
bay. Then he surfaced again closer to the 
boat. Not wanting to blow the packing 
out of our shafts, I shifted the grenade to 
my left hand, aimed my .45 and got ready 
to pop his top when he dove again. 

I was one second away from dropping 
the grenade in the bay, when I looked 
down and saw my craftmaster dive off the 
end of the boat, grab the sapper and start 
struggling with him in the water. I thought 
he was the bravest man on earth. To go in¬ 
to the water after a swimmer without even 
a knife — boy, that was really something. 

After a couple of minutes of thrashing 
around in the water, my craftmaster pull¬ 
ed the swimmer to the edge of the boat. I 
ran to them, leaned over and screwed my 
.45 into the swimmer’s ear. To my amaze- 
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ment, he was helped into the boat by the 
craftmaster — and I discovered he was 
one of the Army dudes we’d picked up 
earlier that day. The Army had sent us a 
private who couldn’t swim. When I 
thought he was going under to attack, he 
was actually drowning. So there I sat, with 
my .45 cocked and a pinless grenade in the 
other hand, not to mention the lumps in 
my shorts. 

Funny thing — those Army dudes never 
did act friendly after that, and I used to 
pray that I’d never fall overboard. 


IT 

HAPPENED 
TO ME 

by Major Michael Farrell 
as told to M.L. Jones 


Maj. Michael Farrell is a career officer 
in the U.S. Army assigned to the 108th 
Air Defense Group in West Germany. 
During the Vietnam war , he spent almost 
four years as a highlands adviser. We're 
happy to comply with his request that we 
donate payment for his story in SOF sub¬ 
scriptions to a VA hospital. As he tells it: 
ATE in the war, while operating 
south of Ben Het, Kontum Pro¬ 
vince, I, two noncoms and about 15 strik¬ 
ers were gainfully employed in the collec¬ 
tion of Jarai tribesmen from the area’s 
small hamlets, who were then interrogated 
and resettled — except for those who had 
communist ties; they were turned over to 
the province recon unit (PRU), the action 
arm of the Phung Wong Program, for 
processing and neutralization and/or ter¬ 
mination. 

We were headed back toward Ben Het 
at about 1700 hours with our charges for 
the night to wait for CH47 transport to 
Pleiku in the morning. Suddenly, we ran 
into an enemy force of unknown size be¬ 
tween us and the camp. We took several 
casualties and things began to look real 
bad. 

The unknown force turned out to be 
several main-force platoons of NVA 


regulars. We decided to head for Dak 
Seang, north of Ben Het. As was normal 
for this type of operation, I was carrying 
the radio (PRC-25 with short whip). As 
we moved out, I found — much to my an¬ 
noyance — that I could not contact any of 
our nearby camps, but could get through 
to Dak Pek. I requested gunships and 
“red leg” but was told it would take time, 
which was fast running out for us. The 
NVA regulars were pushing us hard and 
the overall situation looked grim. 

It was getting dark, we were near ex¬ 
haustion and our “combat tabs” were 
eaten. We were able to get about five 
minutes’ lead — mostly by luck — on the 
enemy. We set up a hasty perimeter, but 
things could have looked better, since we 
were low on ammo, tired and had nothing 
heavier than a thump gun. 

I dropped my rucksack and pulled three 
artillery simulators (my secret) from its 
bottom. No one knew I had them, since 
they were light and easily concealed. It 
began to rain heavily just as the NVA 
main force came into contact with us 
again. As they closed in, I threw the ar¬ 
tillery simulators — one behind our posi¬ 
tion, one in front and one to the left. 

I knew the trick had worked when one 
of my sergeants grabbed me by the web¬ 
bing, wanting to know why I had called 
artillery in on top of our position. If I 
could “con” a Special Forces, Ranger and 
Airborne combat veteran SFC into think¬ 
ing that “red leg” had been called so dan¬ 
gerously close, then I figured the NVA 
were also “conned.” 

With contact broken, we moved out for 
Dak Seang. I still could not reach either of 
our camps on the radio, so we spent the 
night about two klicks from the perimeter 
and went in the next morning at full light. 

The thing to remember is that very few 
NVA or VC have ever heard an artillery 
simulator — even a veteran who had lived 
with them most of his military career was 
fooled. One might think that the story 
would end here, but it didn’t. 

Several months later, I heard this tale 
retold in the “Valley Club” at the Border 
Ranger (TM 36) Camp outside of Pleiku 
City. A number of the REMFs, both offi¬ 
cer and NCO, did not believe it. They said 
they could never be fooled by a simple 
simulator. 

Three nights later, a couple of the field 
advisers put the tale to the test — it had 
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If you * 1 are too squeamish to read 
this ad, STOP here! If you are look¬ 
ing for a proven INSTANT SELF-DE¬ 
FENSE system, READ ON! What you 
are about to read is ACTUAL . . . 
REAL . . PROVEN and GUARAN¬ 
TEED ABILITY TO "DESTROY" your 
aggressor...BEFORE HE "DESTROYS" 
YOU! 

Who knows the human anatomy 
better than your doctor? 

Ask any doctor to ascertain that 
which we are about to tell you and 
he will agree . . . the "NINJA SYS¬ 
TEM OF DEFENSE" is the answer. 

WHY? The human body is the 
greatest gift any person on this 
earth has been bequeathed by the 
Divine Power. However, it is what 
living experiences do to this gift 
which enables the average human 
being to live a full life. 

In the Ninja System of Self-De¬ 
fense we guarantee . . . yes. . . . 


WE GUARANTEE YOUR MONEY WILL 
BE WISELY SPENT 

• you will learn gross anatomy 

• you will learn about the skeletal system 

• you will learn about the muscular system 

• you will learn about the nervous system 

• you will learn about the respiratory system 

FREE OF EXTRA COST- 
SECOND STEEL NINJA 
WITH THIS AD ONLY. 

We expect a lot of back lash from our readers . . . 
especially the squeamish ones. However, if this 
new knowledge will help to save one life! . . . 

WE WILL BE PLEASED! 

P\A>S~ FREE MANUAL ON "DIM MAK” 
POISON HAND DEATH TOUCH TECHNIQUE!!! 


Ask yourself: 

ARE YOU RUGGED ENOUGH MENTALLY? 

DO YOU LIVE IN OR NEAR A 
DEPRESSED AREA? 

DO YOU WORK IN OR NEAR A 
LIFE-THREATENING SITUATION? 

HAVE YOU EVER BEEN MUGGED? 

HAVE YOU EVER BEEN RAPED OR 
NEAR RAPED? 

DO YOU FEAR FOR YOUR LIFE? 

THE SMALL MONIES YOU WILL INVEST will bring 
you a life FREE of tension ONCE YOU HAVE 
LEARNED THE SYSTEM! 

WE HAVE SENT OUT THOUSANDS OF COURSES! We 
have had only three returns. ALL FROM PARENTS OF 
CHILDREN WHO SIGNED THE PLEDGE FALSELY! 

IF YOU DO NOT AGREE THAT YOU HAVE RECEIVED 
MORE THAN YOUR MONEY'S WORTH . . . YOUR 
PURCHASE PRICE WILL BE CHEERFULLY REFUNDED!!! 

We warn you. The knowledge is "hair-raising". Out 
of thirty years of involvement in Judo, Ju-Jit$u 
and Chinese Karate . . . comes this system. 

COURSE INCLUDES PROFUSELY ILLUSTRATED BOOK 

DIAMOND TIP SURGICAL STEEL NINJA "WEAPON" 

VITAL CHART OF ANATOMY WITH 

NINJA STRIKE POINTS 

UP*TO DATE CATALOG OF CLASSICAL 

MARTIAL ARTS BOOKS AT 20 TO 60% OFF RETAIL 

wwwwwwwwwww m* 

BUTOKUKAI 

27 West 72nd Street 
New York, N.Y. 10023 

Rush NINJA INSTANT SELF DEFENSE COURSE and 
NINJA EQUALIZER for only FIVE DOLLARS 
Add $1.00 postage and handling. 

Now includes DEATH TOUCH MANUAL 
and extra NINJA 

Name_ 


* 


Address- 


City. 


. State. 


.Zip. 


I am over 18 years of age. I promise to accept 
□ the responsibility of this new knowledge. 

□ CashdMoney Order DCheck Sorry No C.O.D.'s 

Foreign Countries submit Int'l M.O. or Bank Draft payable 
^ in U.S. funds. Add 50% more for postage. j 
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IN 

REVIEW 



Donald E. MeQuinn, author of 
“Targets,” was a Marine intelligence 
officer in Saigon during the Vietnam 
war. 

TARGETS. By Donald E. MeQuinn. 
New York: MacMillan Publishing Co. 
1980. 499 pp. $12.95. Review by Bob 
Poos. 

POOKS in Vietnam did not tend to be 
a lovable bunch, but some of them — 
1 recall one in particular at Pleiku who 
shall go unnamed because he’s still in that 
line of work — were good at what they 
did. 

Now, Donald MeQuinn, who obviously 
was one of them, has done for that trade 
what Jim Webb did for the ’Nam grunts: 
produced a memorable, honest and beau¬ 
tifully written first novel about them. 

MeQuinn, who was a Marine intelli¬ 
gence officer in Saigon, set himself a diffi¬ 
cult task because counter-intelligence 
work is not something that is commonly 
understood, let alone appreciated, by peo¬ 
ple in more conventional lines of soldier¬ 
ing. 

But MeQuinn takes the reader into that 
cloudy, occasionally exciting and danger¬ 
ous, often incredibly boring world and 
projects an understanding of and empathy 
for the men and women involved. 

It is 1969 and Maj. Charles Taylor, a 
Marine line officer with lots of combat 
time in Korea and Vietnam (and a salty 
tongue he is unafraid to use on his 
superiors), finds himself passed over for 
promotion, nearing his career’s end, with 
one final assignment — Records Research 
Unit in Saigon. 

Taylor knows clearly that this is a spook 
operation and he cannot understand why 


he, a professional, skilled infantryman, 
has drawn such an assignment for his final 
tour. 

He illustrates this — and perhaps this is 
why he was passed over for lieutenant col¬ 
onel — when his would-be CO, Col. Win¬ 
ter, reads him a brief biography and asks 
for Taylor’s comments. 

Which are: “Colonel, this is bullshit. 
You’ve already got a detailed bio on me 
and those other assignments. You’re run¬ 
ning a spook operation. Why try to snow 
me?” 

But for once Taylor misjudged his man. 
He thinks that answer will immediately 
disqualify him. But, instead, it tells 
Winter that this is just the man he is look¬ 
ing for. 

Taylor epds up reluctantly accepting the 
assignment and discovers that his new as¬ 
sociates include: a likeable torturer, an 
able Vietnamese colonel who knows deep 
down that his country is doomed, but is 
determined to try to prevent the end as 
long as he lives, a boyish-looking lieuten¬ 
ant, a karate master who has extended 
twice and wants to again, a double-agent 
prostitute and a scruffy array of American 
and Vietnamese black marketeers. His 
surroundings are the bars and brothels of 
Tudo Street and Saigon’s murky, danger¬ 
ous back alleys — and, occasionally, the 
more familiar boondocks. 

There are times when Taylor can strike 
directly at the enemy, like when he 
engineers a deal in which the VC ultimate¬ 
ly receive a truckload of ammunition. 

Only trouble is, the unit’s EOD man 
has placed timing devices in mortar 
warheads that cause them to detonate at 
unfortunate times, and has loaded every 
fourth rifle cartridge with C-4 rather than 
gunpowder. Imagine Charlie’s surprise 
when he fires that round. (This is un¬ 
doubtedly a true story from the author’s 
experience. I know specifically of a similar 
trick pulled successfully in 1966.) 

And one of Taylor’s colleagues disposes 
of a pro-VC war correspondent in the 
neatest way imaginable. 

This is also a love story and the author 
handles it deftly, a tough job for any tale 
essentially about war. 

MeQuinn also furnishes a compassion¬ 
ate, perceptive insight into the com¬ 
plicated tragedy of the Vietnam War. 

To sum up: I think I have read every 
major fictional work on Vietnam and a 
sizable percentage of the non-fiction 



books. Only two have been so absorbing 
that I lost a night’s sleep finishing them. 
Fields of Fire was one. This is the other. 

Bob Poos t SOF Executive Editor , is a 
former Marine rifleman and was an AP 
war correspondent in Southeast Asia 
1965-68. 


FIGHTER ACES OF THE U.S.A. By 
Raymond F. Toliver and Trevor J. Con¬ 
stable. Fallbrook, California: Aero 
Publishers, Inc. 1979. 394 pp. $24.95. 
Review by Dana K. Drenkowski. 

O NCE in a while, a book crosses my 
desk that I know belongs in my 
library at first glance. This was such a 
book. I am familiar with previous vol¬ 
umes by the Toliver and Constable team, 
including Fighter Aces, Horrido !, Fighter 
Aces of the Luftwaffe and The Blond 
Knight of Germany. The research done by 
both authors in their preceding books 
showed tireless attention to detail. Their 
writing style makes accounts of aerial war¬ 
fare good reading in a subject that can 
quickly bore one in another author’s 
work. Once one begins to read the in¬ 
dividual accounts of air battles as told by 
Toliver and Constable, he finds it hard to 
put the book down. Fighter Aces of the 
U.S.A. is no exception. 



The body of the book covers every war 
known in which American pilots made ace 
status (shooting down five or more enemy 
airplanes), including lists and accounts of 
those pilots who fought for the French 
and British air forces in World War I prior 
to the entry of the United States into that 
conflict. It continues through accounts of 
the last two American aces: the Navy’s 
Randy Cunningham and USAF’s Steve 
Ritchie, both of the Vietnam war. The 
book includes some surprises, such as a 
section covering the actions of 17 
American pilots who fought in the 
Spanish Civil War in the 1930s. Several 
made ace, and one, Albert “Ajax” 
Baumler, scored eight kills against Ger¬ 
man and Nationalist pilots, then joined 
the USAAF several years later and shot 
down five Japanese aircraft during WWII 
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If you qualify otherwise, you may 
obtain a Federal License to buy and 
sell guns, ammunition and accessories 
without inventory ... while you are 
still a student at North American. 
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Everything Explained in 
Easy-to-Understand Language 
so Even a Beginner Can Follow 

I Explanations include photos, diagrams, 
drawings and charts. We send you all the 
tools you need so you actually learn by doing 
as you follow the lessons. You receive catalogs, 
bargain bulletins, requirements for Federal 
Firearms License. 



As a “Gun Pro” trainee at North American 
WE SHOW YOU HOW TO APPLY FOR A FEDERAL FIREARMS LICENSE 

This means you can begin making ex¬ 
tra cash almost immediately — order¬ 
ing guns for others on a cost-plus 
basis. It also helps you get started to¬ 
ward a business of your own ... if that 
is what you want after you graduate. 

GUNS ARE BIG BUSINESS. Gun repair, custom ammo-making, 
sporterizing, custom stocking, sales—all are profit oppor¬ 
tunities for the expert. Now, at home in spare time, you 
can learn the basics you need to become that expert. We 
do not know how many of our graduates have started their 
own gun shops, but we have letters on file from some 
who have. And we’ll send you the results of a survey 
\f \ showing employment success of our graduates. 

Graduation from this course does not insure that 
you will get a job. To find out how our graduates 
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SPECIAL 
TOOLS ANff 

EQUIPMENT INCLUDED... 

You get precision gauges, fine 
gunsmith's screwdrivers, honing 
stones, checkering tools, pull and 
^ drop gauge, plus much, much more^*« 


have done, send for our job placement record. 

You get it all! How to buy and sell guns . . . customize, 
repair and accurize them ... fit and finish stocks . . . do 
hand-loading . . . zero-in scopes . . . understand ballistics 
. . . restore antique firearms . . . use black powder 
weapons . . . import guns . . . adjust chokes . . . and more. 

Because you study at home, you can graduate in months 
... or take up to two years. Your handsome Diploma will 
proclaim you as a “GUN PRO” when you proudly display 
it in your own shop or at work. ^ p|Rgy F0 |_Q HERE 


NO POSTAGE NECESSARY when you 
mail this ENTIRE Postage-Paid ad 

To Mail—Fold ad in following manner: 



1, Remove entire page— 
tear or cut on dotted line 
to left 

2. Fold page in half on 
1st fold lines 


3. Fold page again, on 
2nd fold lines 

4. Tape or glue the 3 open 
sides and drop in the 
mail box today. 



GUN REPAIR. BALLISTICS, SHOOTING 
SKILLS, REVEALED TO YOU BY EXPERTS 


Gives you a good start toward going into your 
own business or applying for a Job in a 
gunshop. 
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There are more than 20 million hunters plus 
more millions of target shooters, gun collectors and 
owners in the U.S. APPROVED FOR VETERANS 


Name_ 


Address. 

Cit y 


State 


North American School of Firearms, 4500 Campus Dr 
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SILENCER 

For Air Rifles/Pistols cal. .177 and .22 

PRICE ONLY $49.50 p.p. 

Fits all guns with our adapter mount without damaging your gun. 
If you have a powerful but noisy air gun, then silence it. 
Silencers are made of metal and are pressure tested. 
Effectiveness 92% sound moderation. A must for pest control. 

WARNING 

It is illegal to mount these silencers on other weapons than Airguns. 
Order today, send pers. check/cashiers check/money order 
for only $49.50 p.p. Sorry no C.O.D. possible, to: 
GENERAL IMPORT & EXPORT LTD. ( F ) 

P.O. Box 20, Salisbury, SP2 7BR, England 
Not for sale in areas where prohibited by law. 

Please allow 28 days for delivery. 



opposing force! 


CHANCE 


BODY ARMOfi ENTIRELY HEW in concept and construction 


FOR THE COMPLETE PICTURE OF THE HARD CORPS LINE 
OF BODY ARMOR WRITE FOR A FREE BROCHURE TO: 

SECOND CHANCE BODY ARMOR 

BOX 5781* • CENTRAL LAKE. Ml 49622 U.S.A. 
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to become America’s first pilot to make 
ace in two wars. 

Other surprises include a complete list- 
ing of the top aces of other nations in 
World Wars I and II and the Spanish Civil 
War, as well as lists of Americans who 
achieved ace status fighting for the 
Chinese, as “mercenaries” in the famed 
Flying Tigers. The authors have also 
covered what little is known to U.S. in¬ 
telligence sources of the mysterious “Col. 
Tomb” (or Toon) who was said to have 
shot down at least 13 American jets over 
North Vietnam during the Vietnam war. 
He was Randy Cunningham’s fifth and 
final kill, making Cunningham the first 
American ace of the Vietnam war. 

The book is chock full of photos — 
more than one per page — of aerial com¬ 
bat, of the more notable fighter pilots and 
of their planes. 

Several sections relate accounts of Ger¬ 
man and Japanese fighter aces, comparing 
their experiences, training and effec¬ 
tiveness with those of their American 
foes, whose methods are sometimes found 
wanting when compared to other nations’ 
techniques. This comes as no surprise to 
those of us fighter pilots in the USAF who 
watched the “cost-effective” analysts 
delete air-to-air training for USAF fighter 
pilots during the Vietnam war on the 
grounds that the few accidents involved 
made preparation of men and equipment 
too costly. 

When the USAF sent fighter planes 
back to Hanoi to fight North Vietnam in 
1972-73, our losses were deemed unaccep¬ 
table and air-to-air training was introduc¬ 
ed into the curriculum. Nevertheless, the 
bureaucrat who advised deletion of the 
air-to-air training program, and who may 
ultimately have cost up to 100 pilots’ lives 
and untold numbers of airplanes, was 
never disciplined nor fired. Even now, the 
USAF is fighting to keep its realistic train¬ 
ing in Nevada from going under to the 
budget cutters’ axes. They claim that loss¬ 
es in accidents do not outweigh benefits 
gained if we should go to war again in the 
near future. Some people never learn. Un¬ 
fortunately, they are not the ones who pay 
for their mistakes with their lives. 

All readers interested in aerial warfare 
or in military affairs would be well- 
advised to get Fighter Aces of the U.S.A. 
It very definitely fills the role of the 
reference book on American fighter aces. 
Its lists of 1,416 American aces from all 
known wars in which Yanks fought will 
resolve many an argument. 

Dana Drenkowski, SOF aviation edi¬ 
tor, is also a knowledgeable military 
historian, whose research into past air 
wars has produced an SOF article on 
American flyers in Poland's Kosciuoszko 
Squadron. He's also working on an article 
on the Lafayette Escadrille of World War 
/. His interests and knowledge make him a 
natural reviewer for books on aviation 
history, as recent SOF In Review sections 
show. 
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PREPARE 

YOURSELF! 

Learn G-Jo— 

First-Aid of the Samurai... 

... Then Fear No Pain 
or Injury! 

For centuries Samurai , Ninja and other Oriental warriors 
were taught the secret of stopping pain, bleeding — even 
healing illness and internal disorder —by the manipula¬ 
tion of special "control" pressure points hidden around 
their bodies. 

This is fact — not fantasy. 

These warriors could survive while others fell around 
them — the knowledge of these miraculous pressure 
points made them virtually invincible! 

Now you, too, can learn this amazing skill — at home 
. . . without any outside instruction, at all. 


Today, thinking people are preparing them¬ 
selves "just in case ..But no matter how 
well prepared you think you are, where your 
health is concerned, you are vulnerable — 
unless you know G-Jo! 

Imagine — being up and fully functioning 
within moments of serious injury. Stopping 
a bleeding wound in less than a minute. Re¬ 
lieving most pains in ten seconds flat — 
using nothing but the touch of your finger! 

116 tiny G-Jo points are hidden through¬ 
out your body — special acupressure points 
which relieve (even heal) nearly any health 
problem you can name. When you know how 
to find and use these miraculous points, the 
power to heal is literally in the tips of your 
fingers. Such is the power of G-Jo! 

Now this vital knowledge can be yours — 
and without it , you're half-prepared at best! 

There are two easy ways to learn G-Jo — 
send for The Natural Healer's Acupressure 
Handbook (available only by direct mail). 

In it, you'll discover each of your amazing 
G-Jo acupressure points . . . more than 250 
health problems that instantly respond to 
G-Jo . .. and easy-to-follow instructions for 
mastering this powerful first-aid and "self¬ 
health" skill. This fully-illustrated manual 
costs just $11 .50 , including postage. 


Here are just a few of more than 250 
health problems, symptoms and disorders 
you can relieve (often heal) using G-Jo 
acupressure techniques — 


appendicitis 

exhaustion 

asthma 

diarrhea 

insomnia 

pain—anywhere in 

burns 

your body 

constipation 

bee & wasp stings 

poison ivy 

motion sickness 

heart attacks 

hemorrhoids 

fever 

allergies & congestion 

bleeding 

toothaches 

headaches 

lower back pain 


This amazing technique is easy to learn. . . 
easy to apply . . . easy to use any time, 
any place — when you know G-Jo, you 
free yourself from doctors and drugs. The 
power to heal is in the tips of your fingers! 


Or take a big step further — order The G-Jo 
Self-Health Skill Kit and receive each of the 
following G-Jo learning aids: 

* The Natural Healer's Acupressure 

Handbook... 

* The G-Jo Home Workshop on Cassette 

Tape... 

* The G-Jo Instant Reference Wallchart 


The price for this complete program is just 
$24.00, postage included. And if you order 
now, you'll also receive a FREE special 
chart of basic G-Jo points to carry in your 
car or wallet. Use either the manual or the 
Skill Kit for 30 days — if you find for any 
reason you're not totally satisfied, simply 
return your entire purchase for a full refund 
— and you keep the special chart. 

So take a moment right now — fill out 
the coupon and mail it immediately. Today 
may be the last chance you get. 


THE G-JO INSTITUTE 
POST OFFICE BOX 8060- ZA 
HOLLYWOOD, FLORIDA 33024 

Please rush me the following G-Jo items: 

* rnpjpc of The Natural Healer's Acu¬ 
pressure Handbook ($11.50each) . , , 

_complete G-Jo Self-Health Skill Kits 

(includes handbook, cassette training tape 
and wait chart . . , $24.00 each kit) . 

I enclose my check money order or VISA or 
MASTERCARD number: 

please include expiration date/Interbank no. 
Send my G* *Jo items to: 


Name 


Address 


City /State /ZIP 
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Dopier Inquiries Are Pnvited 


Wear Your Knife In A 

SHOULDER RIG.. 

Now any knife with the classic boot/belt clip 
(Gerber Mk I, Jakal, Quicksilver, Vindicator, 
etc.) can be worn on our special shoulder 
harness rig. The kit includes instructions, black 
nylon harness and easily installed adapters. 

To order send $8.50 + 500 postage to: 


ARMAMENT SYSTEMS 
PRODUCTS* UNLTD. 

P.O. Box 185®- SOF 
Atlanta, Ga. 30326 


'DEAD SERIOUS 
ADOP T STAYING 
ALIV^^H 


W Lt. Gen. 

m Mitchell L. WerBell III RFAA 

Internationally famous, clandestine 
Special Operations Commander. 



Lt. Gen. Mitchell L. WerBell III RFAA 


Lt. Col. E.F. Wandel 

Internationally known, professional 
soldier. Lately of Grey Scouts of 
Rhodesia. 

Chris McLoughlin 

Expert martial arts instructor. Recogni¬ 
tion world-wide. 

Lucky McDaniel 

Renowned master quick-kil! pistol and 
shotgun instructor. 

Plus 20 other highly specialized in¬ 
structors mostly ex-Special Forces and 
law enforcement personnel. 

If you’re serious about staying alive 
you owe it to yourself to call or write 
Cobray International, Inc. 







The Original 

Counter Terrorist Training Center 


INTERNATIONAL, INC. 
P.O. Box 108 • Powder Springs, Ga. 30073 

4041943-3533 404/943-5075 


C0BRAY TRAINING CENTER COURSES 

• 5-Day Law Enforcement Program * 2-Day Pistol or Shotgun Course • 
10-Day Course in :45 Caliber Combat Shooting, Executive Protection, 
Hostage negotiations, Evasive Driving, Counterintelligence, Uncon¬ 
ventional Weapons, Shotgun Stress, Hand-to-Hand Combat, Risk 
Analysis and Escape and Survival 

COURSES CUSTOM DESIGNED TO SPECIALIZED NEEDS. 

" NOT A MERCENARY RECRUITMENT FACILITY “ 



✓ 



TEARS OF GLORY. The Heroes of Ver- 
cors, 1944: The Climactic Battle of the 
French Resistance. By Michael Pearson. 
Maps by Rafael Palacios. Garden City, 
N.Y.: Doubleday & Company, 1979. 
$10.95. ISBM: 0-385- 11446-X. 22x15cm. 
337 pp. Bibliography. Index. 26 photos. 6 
maps. Hardcover. Review by William 
Brooks. 

A recognized British author has direc¬ 
ted his journalistic talents to write a 
vivid, colorful recreation of the events 
which resulted in the destruction of 4,000 
poorly armed French partisans during the 
summer of 1944. Pearson relies on a vast 
number of primary and secondary sources 
which he has analyzed and translated. The 
author concludes that the Free French 
government in Algiers and Gen. de Gaulle 
were responsible for this tragedy. 

In response to orders announcing the 
opening of Operation Montagnards, a 
force of 4,000 partisans was assembled on 
an isolated plateau near Grenoble in June 
1944. Their mission was to disrupt Ger¬ 
man communications and supply lines to 
prevent the Germans from moving rein¬ 
forcements to the southern invasion area 
where Operation Anvil was to take place. 
These 4,000 men were to operate out of 
their Vercors plateau fortress, construct 
an airstrip and prepare for the arrival of 
Free French airborne forces. 

The plateau was to become an im¬ 
pregnable Free French ‘‘colony” in the 
rear of the German Wehrmacht. The plan 
was simple, militarily sound and very 
dangerous. For the mobilization of the 
Vercors — the blocking of the access 
roads and passes, the calling-up of men 
waiting in towns on the plain — was very 
different from the execution of traditional 
resistance operations, such as swooping 
attacks on railyards in trucks. 

There could be no disappearing from 
the Vercors plateau. Once it was mobiliz- 

Continued on page 66 
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THE SURVIVOR 

Ijr X«1 J*JM 

IVOR 

lIVOR 

IVOR 



The Poor Man’s 
JAMES BOND Kort Uxh 



THE SURVIVOR, VOLUMES 1, 2, 3, &4 14x11 Vi ... $10.00 each, or set of four for $35.00 

Each volume is made up of 12 monthly issues of THE SURVIVOR, reworked, enlarged and 
indexed. Each has hundreds of entries on money-saving, money-making trades, crafts, hobbies 
and overall Survival projects. 19th Century science and technology from many sources is featured 
throughout all volumes. As our technology fails, that of simpler times can be substituted by 
anyone who can read. Your key to survival is knowing what the doomed will never learn. 

THE SURVIVOR is a goldmine of ideas for the self-reliant. Set up a home business. Protect 
your family. Insure the survival of the best of your line. 

Aside from what’s happening now, THE SURVIVOR shows you how people did things in the 
last century. You can utilize the best of your ancestor’s knowledge to ride out the worst of the 
chaos which is sure to come. $10 each or the complete set of four for $35.00. 

“The four bound volumes of THE SURVIVOR are a must”, Mel Tappan, Guns & Ammo, August 1979. 


THE POOR MAN’S JAMES BOND 

14Vix11.$10.00 

The ultimate armed civilian. Now, in a single 
big volume, five books in one on improvised 
weaponry, pyrotechnics, etc. 

Defend your survival refuge and stores. Those 
who prepare to survive deserve to survive. The 
threat of desperate, maddened looters makes 
this book the most important in your Survival 
library. 


THE SURVIVOR Volume 5 12 Issue Subscription $10.00 

While other periodicals and newsletters simply keep score on our downward spiralling economy, THE 
SURVIVOR tells howto escape the fate of the common herd. A continuation of Vol. 4, Vol. 5 has more instructive 
editorials, crafts, 19th and early 20th Century technology, kitchen chemistry, cottage industry, improvised 
weaponry, home businesses, building and a varied assortment of reprints illustrating the genteel life of the last 

century. . 

Also, the complete reprint of Lothrop Stoddard's THE REVOLT AGAINST CIVILIZATION. Published in 1922, 
the book warned of the menace of the Under Man. 58 years later the descendants of Stoddard's Under Man fill 
our welfare rolls, our jails and the ranks of every leftist movement on this planet. Read and see how it all began, 
how it progressed and how it will end. Then make sure the Under Man, the genetic dregs of every race, cannot 
again get a foothold in future civilizations. 


VICTORIA 

The Only Survival Publication For Women 12 issue subscription $10.00 


Since THE SURVIVOR was first published, numerous letters have been received complaining that whereas the 
male of the household is all for preparing for the worst, the female has been left out of the action. VICTORIA is on 
the way to taking survivalism out of its almost totally male-oriented image. 

VICTORIA offers women the female slant on survival, putting her in a place of equal responsibility for the 
continuance of the family in time of crisis. In it, she will find reprints of Victorian age how-tos on self-reliance, 
recipes, health care, sewing, toy making and many very lucrative ways to reproduce items from the past for the 
profitable nostalgia market. 

THE SURVIVOR is necessarily male-oriented because the field of survivalism is plainly dominated by males. 
Although it is natural for a normal male to anticipate danger to his mate and young, the mate is equally 
responsible for whatever protection and upkeep of the family unit she can supply. 

VICTORIA will have all those articles, reprints, how-tos which would havegoneintoTHESURVIVOR had they 
been more male-oriented. 


A main feature will be herbalism. With the scarcity of medicines, herbal remedies will be all most people have. 
The first herbal remedy in VICTORIA will be a simple, four herb substitute for Valium, Librium, Thorazine and 
other narcotic tranquilizers impossible to get soon. If a member of your family is dependent on a tranquilizer, 
insanity will follow a cutoff. But with these easily obtained herbs, the symptoms of depression, anxiety, anger, 
sleeplessness, etc. will be relieved; and without side effects. This formula is worth the price of the subscription. 


OUTSIDE U.S. SEND BANK OR POSTAL MONEY ORDERS MADE OUT IN U.S. FUNDS 


The Survivor—Volume 1 . $10 

The Survivor—Volume 2. $10 

The Survivor—Volume 3.$10 

The Survivor—Volume 4. $10 

The Poor Man's James Bond _ _.._$10 

Survivor—Volume 5.....$10 

Victoria ... ....$10 

Arkansas add 3% Sales Tax 

Total Enclosed 


Orders Mailed Day Received 
All Books Postpaid 
Order From: 

ATLAN FORMULARIES 
P.O. Box 327 
Harrison, A R 72601 


Name 


Address 


City 

State 


Zip 


Date 
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Going 
Under to 
Get Ahead 



Subterranean 

Route 

Recon 

by Capt. Adolf Carlson 


Figure 1 



AUTHOR'S NOTE: The following ar¬ 
ticle , reprinted with permission from In¬ 
fantry magazine, is based on data devel¬ 
oped by the West German Bundeswehr. 
The techniques described here are being 
considered for inclusion in the Infantry 
School's MOUT doctrinal publications. 

O an uninitiated observer, a typical 
European city is a maze of streets and 
buildings. Even if he did not have much 
experience, he could probably pick out 
those streets and buildings that gave the 
greatest military advantage. But unless he 
specifically looked for it, he would prob¬ 
ably completely ignore another dimension 
of that city — the subterranean. 

In the larger European cities, the 
subterranean features make up an en¬ 
vironment all their own; they include 
sunken garages, underground passages, 
subway lines, utility tunnels, sewers and 
storm drains. Large numbers of troops 
can be moved through many of them. 
Even in the small European towns, troops 
can move through sewers and storm 
drains when the conditions are right to 
strike at an enemy's rear areas. 

Tunnel Recon 

Thus, a detailed knowledge of the 
nature and location of underground ur¬ 
ban facilities is of potentially great value 
both to the urban attacker and defender. 
This article describes the techniques that a 
platoon can use to reconnoiter and secure 
an underground route. In this case, the 
platoon will check out a tunnel under a 
street. It is high and wide enough to per- 
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mit one man to pass through it at a time. 
Such tunnels are commonly found in 
Europe, where they are often used as 
sewers and storm drains (Figure 1). 
(Larger features, of course, would require 
some modification to the basic techniques 
described here, but the fundamentals 
would remain the same.) 

This type of local reconnaissance mis¬ 
sion should be given to a fire team-sized 
element. There are enough soldiers in a 
fire team to gather the required data, but 
not so many that they will get in each 
other's way. The size of the patrol should 
be increased only in the case of extremely 
large subterranean features. 

Securing the Rear 

The patrol leader should organize his 
patrol with one rifleman tasked with 
maintaining security to the front (the 
point man), and another tasked with 
maintaining security to the rear. The pa¬ 
trol leader should move directly behind 
the point man, and should navigate and 
record the collected data. The grenadier 
should follow the patrol leader, while one 
rifleman should be left as a security post 
at the point of entry—he becomes respon¬ 
sible for detecting any enemy who might 
approach the patrol's rear (Figure 2). 

The patrol leader should carry a map, a 
compass, a street plan and a notebook in 
which he has written those items of infor¬ 
mation he has been told to gather. The 
grenadier should carry the tools necessary 
to open manhole covers, and if the patrol 
is to move more than 200 to 300 meters, or 


_ Figure 2 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR 

Capt. Adolf Carlson, a 1969 
graduate of the United States Military 
Academy, is presently assigned to the 
Infantry School’s Directorate of Doc¬ 
trine and Literature. He has served as a 
company commander both in Vietnam 
and in Europe, and has seen service 
with G3 Operations, The Berlin Bri¬ 
gade. Capt. Carlson formerly served 
with the Infantry School's Directorate 
of Combat Developments. 


if the platoon leader directs, the grenadier 
should also carry a sound-powered tele¬ 
phone (TA-1) and a wire dispenser (XM- 
306A) for communications. (Radios are 
usually unreliable in this kind of environ¬ 
ment.) 

All of the soldiers should carry protec¬ 
tive masks, flashlights, gloves and chalk 
for marking features along the route. In 
addition, the patrol should be equipped 
with a 120-foot safety rope to which each 
man is tied. To improve their footing, the 
members of the patrol should wrap chick¬ 
en wire or pieces of window screen around 
their boots. 

Chemical Defense 

Chemical defense should be of constant 
concern to the members of the team. 
Enemy CW agents might be encountered 
in dense concentrations, and there is 
almost no chance that a lucky wind will 
disperse them. The new M8 automatic 
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chemical-agent alarm system, carried by 
the point man, can provide instantaneous 
warning of the presence of CW agents. At 
the first indication that harmful gases are 
present, the patrol should mask. 

In addition to enemy CW agents, nox¬ 
ious gases that emanate from decompos¬ 
ing sewage may also pose a threat. These 
gases will not be detected by the M8, 
alarm, and they cannot be completely 
filtered by the protective mask. If the 
gases are present, though, the soldiers 
might become nauseated or dizzy, so the 
patrol leader should be constantly alert to 
those signs. He should know at all times 
the shortest route to the surface and fresh 
air. 

Once the patrol has been properly 
organized and equipped, it should then 
move to the entrance of the tunnel, usual¬ 
ly at a manhole. When the manhole cover 
has been removed, the patrol should wait 
15 minutes before it enters the tunnel to 
allow any gases to dissipate. The point 
man should be the first man into the tun¬ 
nel, and he should check to determine 
whether the air is safe to breathe and how 


* 

Figure 3 


Figure 4 

much the narrowness of the tunnel might 
restrict movement. He should also check 
the depth and current of any water that 
might be in the tunnel. He should remain 
in the tunnel for at least 10 minutes before 
the rest of the patrol goes in. If he be¬ 
comes ill or gets into trouble during that 
time, he can signal by pulling on the safety 
rope. 

Safety Rope 

As the patrol moves through the tunnel, 
all of its members should stay tied on the 
safety rope so that they can be retrieved 
from danger. The point man should move 
about 10 meters in front of the patrol 
leader. Other patrol members should 
maintain 5-meter intervals. If, however, 
the water in the tunnel is flowing faster 
than 2.5 meters per second, or if the sewer 
contains many slippery obstacles, these in¬ 
tervals should be increased so that if one 
man slips he will not upset the others. The 
rear security man should mark the route 
with chalk so that, if necessary, other 
troops can find the patrol (Figure 3). 


The patrol leader should note the 
azimuth and pace count of each turn he 
takes in the tunnel. When the point man 
sees a manhole to the surface, he should 
open it and determine its location. All of 
this data should be recorded on the patrol 
leader’s map or sketch. Recognition sig¬ 
nals should be used to keep friendly 
troops from accidentally shooting the 
point man as he appears at the various 
manholes. 

Final Tunnel Use 

Once the patrol has returned and made 
its report, the platoon leader must decide 
what to do about the tunnel. In the of¬ 
fense, he may use it to provide a covered 
route to move behind the enemy’s de¬ 
fense. In the defense, the tunnel may offer 
him a covered passage between his posi¬ 
tions. In either case, the patrol members 
can act as guides. 

If the tunnel is to be blocked, the pla¬ 
toon should place concertina wire, early- 
warning devices and antipersonnel mines 
in it and establish a two-man post at its 
entrance to provide security against any 
enemy trying to approach the platoon’s 
position. This post should be prepared on 
a platform built as high as possible so that 
it will not have to be abandoned if the 
water rises (Figure 4), and it should be 
equipped with some means of command- 
detonated illumination. While listening 
for the enemy, the soldiers manning this 
position should not wear earplugs. Before 
they use their weapons, however, they 
should put their earplugs in their ears 
since the confined space will dangerously 
amplify the sounds of firing. The soldiers 
at this post should mask at the first sign of 
a chemical threat. 

Conclusion 

In describing the Fighting between the 
Russians and the Germans in Stalingrad, 
Paul Carell makes this statement: 

“Here the tunnels carrying the in¬ 
dustrial sewage emerged on the surface — 
now empty underground galleries leading 
into the rear of the German front. Soviet 
assault parties would creep through them. 
Cautiously they would lift a manhole 
cover and get a machine gun into position. 
Suddenly their bursts of fire would sweep 
the rear of the advancing German forma¬ 
tions, mowing down cookhouse parties 
and supply columns. A moment later the 
manhole covers would drop back into 
place and the Soviet assault parties would 
have vanished.’’ 

This kind of familiarity with the subter¬ 
ranean environment can be gained only 
through well-planned, aggressive recon¬ 
naissance and can make the difference 
between success and failure in urban com¬ 
bat. 

* 
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SELLERS OF DECEIT 

Overseas Employment Scams 


by George V. Chiles 


I F you are considering foreign employ¬ 
ment you have probably accepted the 
idea that many overseas contracts carry a 
certain amount of risk, ranging from dy¬ 
sentery to getting shot. It is up to the in¬ 
dividual to decide how much risk is accep¬ 
table, and at what point basic intelligence 
will override the desire for money and 
travel. Few people, for instance, would 
accept a contract requiring them to 
HALO alone into a hostile country, beat 
that country’s ruler to death with a stick 
and then exfiltrate. 

But each year many people try to buck 
equally high odds, risking their money 
rather than their lives, and they don’t even 
get to leave the country while doing it. 
They fall victim to the swarms of parasites 
that feed off the desire of many of us to 
find a contract that will provide a chance 
to save money and give a change of scene. 

Before getting into the specifics of how 
these scams work, I would like to say 
something about confidence games in 
general. Hardly any of them make any 
sense in the objective light of scientific ex¬ 
amination. This is why none of us believe 
that we will ever fall for one, and why 
many who read this will wonder how any¬ 
one else could. But the laws of science do 
not apply to scams, because a confidence 
game is not a science but an art. For any 
art to succeed it must reflect the most 
basic and powerful hopes, fears and 
beliefs of a segment of mankind. For ex¬ 
ample: Star Wars and Worldwide Boiler 
Room Mining Stocks, Ltd., both show the 
world as people wish it to be, rather than 
as it is. 

1. Mail Scams 

Basically, there are three kinds of scams 
for a person looking for work overseas. 
The first is composed of alleged contrac¬ 
tors that operate by mail, taking money 
for visas, processing documentation fees 
and the like. They provide nothing but 
fanciful “information sheets” that the 


dupe can get up at 3:00 a.m. to glower at 
for months afterward. 

The second are “placement services” 
that take fees or earnest money in ex¬ 
change for a few minutes of hokum. They 
then move on, like wolves following the 
migration route of reindeer. The third 
type are “resume mills” that deliver exact¬ 
ly the services described in their contract. 
These services are as helpful toward find¬ 
ing overseas work as a talisman toward 
the prevention of smallpox. 

Probably best known of the first sort is 
the infamous Petroguard, a mythical se¬ 
curity contractor (See “SOF Exposes In¬ 
ternational Ripoff,” September ’77). 
Since Petroguard was about as useful as 
the flu, one could reasonably expect it to 
have as many mutations. (As reported in 
SOF [Bulletin Board, April ’80, p. 87], a 
silk-scarved Son Of Petroguard, Star- 
Tron International, recently conned a 
number of pilots in Florida and Georgia.) 

Petroguard sprang to life in 1974, in the 
form of newspaper advertisements for 
veterans wanting Middle East oilfield 
security work. The contact was a Col. D. 
Dungan, at a Hong Kong address. 

Upon replying, an “applicant” received 
an application form and an information 
sheet stating the conditions of employ¬ 
ment with Petroguard. It quoted a salary 
of $1,500 a month, and said that uni¬ 
forms, weapons, rations and PX-type 
shopping facilities would be provided. 

All of this sounded good, just as buried 
treasure and perpetual-motion machines 
sound good. To make it sound believable 
as well, the originator of Petroguard 
demonstrated a considerable creative flair 
and knowledge of current events. He an¬ 
ticipated questions in the mind of “ap¬ 
plicants” and, in effect, answered them in 
the information sheet before they were 
asked. 

This is the single most important thing 
to bear in mind about the scammers. They 
don’t just advertise in the newspapers. 
They also read them, and make their pitch 


accordingly. Recounting some of Petro- 
guard’s techniques will make this more 
clear. 

Applicant: “The OPEC countries are 
growing more nationalistic all the time. 
Why would they contract foreigners to 
guard their national wealth?” 

Information sheet: “Large numbers of 
nationals are used, but additional person¬ 
nel are needed for supervisory posts and 
sensitive assignments.” 

Applicant: “What about the American 
Jew? Arab nations wouldn’t let them in to 
guard their oilfields, would they?” 

Information sheet: “No, but they can 
apply for employment in Indonesia.” 

Applicant: “What about foreign taxes? 
And since 1 have to be out of the country 
for 510 days out of 18 months to skate 
IRS, what’s the length of your employ¬ 
ment contract?” 

Information sheet: “Foreign taxes are 
paid. Petroguard’s contracts are for 12 
months. But they can be renewed, and 
most of our employees do so'.” 

Applicant: “Take me, I’m yours. To 
tell you the truth, 1 don’t envy you your 
job of finding the right people. I’ve 
worked overseas, and some of the people 
that I went over with didn’t last six 
months. I’m also a Vietnam combat vet¬ 
eran, and I’m always running into people 
who say they went out on ambushes arm¬ 
ed only with ice picks and garrotes. How 
do you winnow out flakes like that? And 
what about my visa? I’ve heard that some 
Middle East countries are in the Dark 
Ages when it comes to processing paper¬ 
work.” 

Information sheet: “Due to numerous 
insincere applications, and to cover the 
cost of visas, a fee is required. Make it out 
to North American Visa and Placement 
Services.” 

Those who sent in money received a 
note saying that they had made the short 
list, and should be hearing more in about 
45 days. Any follow-up letters sent after 
that time had elapsed were answered with 
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another note saying the files had been 
moved to Bangkok, and there would be a 
short delay in final selection. 

With that, Petroguard went back under 
its rock. It emerged long enough to try to 
use SOF’s goal of keeping its readers in¬ 
formed on new contracts as a means of 
gaining a fresh windfall of victims. Letters 
and phone calls to SOF from the First crop 
cut this short. SOF did its best to track 
Petroguard’s originator down, and his 
protestations of innocence are classics in 
the art of bluff and threat. They are well 
worth the study of anyone who doubts the 
lengths to which such vermin will go. 

I suspect that other “Sons Of 
Petroguard’’ will come along, because 
conditions have never been better for it. 
Anyone who enjoys getting nothing for 
something will probably have his chance. 

2. On-Site Scams 

For those con men who can keep a 
straight face while talking to their victims, 
the second type — the on-site approach — 
avoids the risk of violating postal laws. 
The ante is also upped considerably from 
the visa-fee scam. An operation that came 
through Houston some years back would 
probably serve as a fair example of what 
could be expected from this type of scam. 

The Ad 

1. Nature of the newspaper advertise¬ 
ment. It was impossible to tell from the ad 
if it had been placed by an employment 
agency, contractor or employing com¬ 
pany. In a society where corporations 
spend millions of dollars in developing a 
suitable logo, it is a very rare company 
that won’t let you know its name. (One 
exception might be the Company, but it 
doesn’t charge fees.) 

The Offices 

2. Impressive. In this case, a suite of 
them — sublet from a real estate company 
for about two weeks. The two con men in¬ 
volved did not bother to remove the realty 
company’s name from the door. They 
did, however, hang maps in some of the 
offices to demonstrate that their business 
was truly global in its scope. 

The Interview 

3. A disinclination to say exactly who 
they were. The air of mystery that began 
with the newspaper ad was maintained 
during “interviews.” There was supposed 
to be a home office in Boston, no address 
mentioned. The telephone was answered 
with a simple “Overseas.” 

Money 

4. $350 was required for an application 
to be forwarded. This was not represented 


as a visa, processing or placement fee. It 
was said to be a deposit held to insure that 
a hired person would show up for his 
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flight and stay on the job for a certain 
amount of time. After that it would be 
refunded. 

Jobs 

5. Such a diverse number of fields and 
locations were mentioned as to lead 
anyone who came in the door to believe 
that something could be found for him. 

Creativity 

6. The con men involved were creative. 
One of them showed an ability to read a 
potential victim at once and fabricate a 
contract to order. Nothing seemed too 
ludicrous to mention. Upon learning that 
I had been to Vietnam twice, he started 
talking about diving operations in the 
Gulf of Tonkin. If I had expressed an in¬ 
terest in yak butter, I’m sure that he 
would have had a few openings in Tibet. 

Playing The Heavy 

7. The nice guy and the nasty guy. An 
interesting aspect of this operation was 
the use of the time-honored Mutt and Jeff 
routine. One man was close to being 
downright surly, the other outgoing. The 
nasty one answered the phone and passed 
out the applications. By the time an “ap¬ 
plicant” got to the nice guy he was on fire 
to prove his worth. And by what better 
way than to fly off to some exotic place 
where he would make ten times more 
money than the nasty guy ever would? 

3. Resume Mills 

Resume mills are the third classification 
of overseas employment scams. Strictly 
speaking, a resume mill is not a confi¬ 
dence game, because they cover their 
tracks with fine print. But they are just as 
unrewarding as their more daring cousins. 
More important, they are just as costly. 

A resume mill operates on the premise 
that an individual who has no contacts 
toward overseas employment will pay 
someone who says that he does. And also 
that an individual incapable of putting his 
skills, training and experience down on 
paper will pay someone to do that too. A 
resume mill is not paid by employers to 
locate qualified employees. It is, instead, 
in the business of cranking out resumes 
for anyone who can pay its fee. There¬ 
fore, it has a vested interest in putting as 
many people as possible in competition 
with each other (assuming there was 
anything to compete for to begin wftfi — 
something that a client has to pretty much 
take the resume mill’s word for). Resume 
mills used to mail out the product of their 
duplicating machines. Now it is the state 
of the art for the customer to pay for the 
postage. What do you expect for $400 or 
$500, anyway? 

Continued on page 79 
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1 Sale 20% Off Discount 

List Sale 

List Sale ] 

Tiger Cfaw Training & Techniques, Leo Fong 

4.95 

- 3.96 


Bloody Iron, Knife fighting “Dirty Tricks"—Brown 

12.95 

» 10.95 

Ninja Course +- 2 FREE Ninjas 

5.95 

i 4.75 


Improvised Munitions, Vol #1, Improvised Weapons for CIA 

9.95 

i 7,95 

Instructor’s Special Forces Demolition Training 

8.95 

i 7.15 


Improvised Munitions, Vol #11, Improvised Weapons for CIA 

9.95 

7.95 

Bruce Lee’s Fighting Method-Bruce Lee, Uyehara 

24 95 

■ 21.00 


Street Survival-Practical Guide to Self Defense-Demu 

9.95 

7.95 

Kung Fu Advanced Staff Fighting 

2 98 

i 2.25 


Iron Palm Training 100 Days-H.C. CHAO 

5.95 

4.95 

Kung Fu Combat Tai Chi-Andrew Lum 

11.98 

9.58 


Iron Palm Open Hand Fiqhtinq, Leo Fonq 

5.95 

4.75 

Keys to Understanding Tubular Locks 

4.95 

3.95 


Nunchaku: Demura 

6.95 

5.55 

Flow to Open Flandcuffs without Keys 

4.95 

3.95 


Advanced Nunchaku: Demura 

6.95 

5.55 

Kill or be Killed course with Shuriken 

8.95 

7.15 

_ 

Philiipine Stick Fighting: Amis System 

6.95 

5.65 

Manuals on Mayhem-Steiner 

6 no 

4.80 

_ 

Amis Figure Eight System Philiipine Stick Fighting 

5.95 

4.75 

Diary of the Way by Andrew Lum-Lily Syou 

6.95 

3.00 

• MAIL TODAY • 

Chinese Leg Maneuvers by Lee Arng 

Combat Tai Chi Kung Fu by Andrew Lum 

9.98 

11.98 

7.99 

9.50' 

BUTOKUKAI 

27 WEST 72 STREET, NEW YORK, NY 10023 

(OWNER MARTIAL ARTS TEACHER FOR 33 YEARS) 

Postage: 75c first book, 35c each additional book. 

Foreign Countries: Please submit Int'l MO or Bank 

Draft payable in U.S. funds. N.Y. residents add 8% sales tax. 

M OD Check□ CashQ DEPT SOF 

Invisible Weapons—Jenks & Brown 

6.95 

5.60 

Police Guide To Lock Picking 

4.95 

3.96 

The Lock Pick Design Manual 

5.00 

4.00 

Flow To Fit Keys By Impressioning 

4.95 

3.96 

How To Open Locks Without Keys Or Picks 

5.00 

4.00 

Exotic Weapons—An Access Book—Michael Hoy 

6.95 

5.60 

OSS Special Weapons Catalog 

7.95 

6.40 


Name (print) 

CIA Field Expedient Incendiary Manual 
{cannot be sold in Canada) 

8.95 

7.15 

Address 

CIA Improvised Sabotage Devices 
(cannot be sold in Canada) 

H 

8.95 

7.15 

City State 7ip 

Sale 20% C 

Iff Discount 

1 List Sale 

List Sale 1 

Bugs & Electronic Surveillance 

6.95 

5,55 


USMC Sniping—US Marine Corps Bible 

5.95 

4.75 

Dynamic Kicks, by Chong Lee 

4.95 

3.96 


The Colt .45 Pistol 

4.95 

3.95 

T-22 Karate & Judo Exercises, by Tegner 

2.95 

2.25 


Walther P-38 Pistol by Major George Nonte 

4.95 

3.95 

T-20 Stick Fighting: Self-Defense, by Tegner 

2.95 

2.25 


M-1 Carbine Design, Development, Production, 
by Larry Ruth 

14.95 

11.95 

T-18 Police Law Enforcement Techniques, by Tegner 

4.95 

3.96 

T-17 Self-Defense Nerve Centers & Pressure Points 

2.95 

2.25 


Techniques of Harassment by Carpenter 

5.95 

4.75 

T-2 Savate French Foot & Fist Fighting, by Tegner 

2.95 

2.25 


Knife Self Defense Systems by Michael Echanis 

5.95 

4.75 

Combat Kung Fu: Street Fighting Art, by Leo Fong 

5.95 

4.75 


Training Hand Book American Underground 

6.95 

5.55 


Stick Fighting for Combat, by Michael Echanis 

6.95 

5.65 

Book of Ki, by Tochei 

8.95 

7.15 

Power Kicking, by Leo Fong 

5.95 

4.75 


T'Ang Lang Praying Mantis System #1, James Wong 

6.96 

5.55 

' 

Deal the First Deadly Blow: 

Total Training Course Hand to Hand Combat 

12.95 

10,95. 

Tao of Jeet Kune Do, by Bruce Lee 

11.95 

9.60 

Bruce Lee #1 Self Defense Techniques 

5.50 

4 40 


Bruce Lee #2 Basic Training 

5.50 

4.40 

BUTOKUKAI 

-- 27 WEST 72 STREET, NEW YORK, NY 10023 

(OWNER MARTIAL ARTS TEACHER FOR 33 YEARS) 

Postage: 75c first book, 35c each additional book. 

Foreign Countries: Please submit Int’l MO or Bank 

Draft payable in U.S. funds. N.Y. residents add 8% sales tax. 

M.O.D Check□ CashQ DEPT. SOF 

Bruce Lee #3 Skill in Techniques 

5 50 

4.40 

Bruce Lee #4 Advanced Techniques 

5.50 

4.40 

Wei-Kuen Do, The Psychodynamic Art 
of Free Fighting, by Leo Fong 

995 

7.95 

Close Shaves, Razor Fighting by Bradley Stewer 

8.00 

6.40 

The Shot Gun in Combat by Tony Lesce 

5.95 

4.75 

The Sage Monkey System of Kung Fu Wong 

5.95 

4.75 

Dim Mak Poison Death Touch 

2.98 

2.25 


Name (print) 

Eagle Claw of Choi Li Fut Kung Fu, Chua 

5.95 

4.75 

Address.. .... _ 

Northern Kung Fu Systems by Wong 

5.95 

4.75 

City State Zip 

The Locking Hand System of Praying Mantis, Chua 

5.95 

4.75 
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Behind Our Backs 

Bureaucratic Bungling Boosts VC 


by Tony Bliss, Jr. 


D URING the Vietnam war, the Unit¬ 
ed States government routinely ship¬ 
ped military manuals such as “Jungle 
Training and Operations,” “Field Fortifi¬ 
cations” and “Troop Movement Guide” 
to the Soviet Union and Cuba, Sen. James 
Sasser (D-Tenn.) recently disclosed. 

Although there is no way to know if 
copies of these manuals and- others were 
given to the North Vietnamese, it appears 
probable that they contributed to the 
communist war effort and may have caus¬ 
ed American battlefield deaths. 

“It is appalling,” said Sen. Sasser, “to 
think that enemy forces fighting U.S. sol¬ 
diers may have been helped through the 
blind stuffing of documents into boxes to 
be shipped to other countries.” 

A sampling of other manuals shipped to 
the communists during the height of the 
Vietnam war include: “Employment of 
Chemical and Biological Agents,” “Viet 
Cong Terror Tactics in South Vietnam,” 
“Tactical Communications Doctrine” 
and “Field Wire and Field Cable Tech¬ 
niques.” 

These documents were shipped because 
of an exchange program that traces its 
origin to a seemingly innocuous 1886 law. 
Under this law, government documents 
are supplied to the Library of Congress 
for distribution through the Smithsonian 
Institute to foreign governments that 
“agree to send to the.United States similar 
publications.” 

Thanks to Sen. Sasser’s alert staff 
member, Terry Sauvain, who uncovered 
the intelligence giveaway — and the pres¬ 
sure brought to bear by the Senator — the 
program should in the future confine 
itself to doing what was originally intend¬ 
ed: exchanging official journals, parlia¬ 
mentary documents and official scientific 
and literary journals. 

At least as far as Department of De¬ 
fense publications are concerned. Adm. 
Daniel J. Murphy, Deputy Undersecre¬ 
tary of Defense for Policy Review, di¬ 
rected in a 12 August 1980 letter that mili¬ 
tary manuals are not to be released out¬ 
side the government. 

But much damage has already been 
done. In the first three months of 1980, 
the U.S. sent to the Lenin State Library in 
Moscow 6,500 documents — courtesy of 
the American taxpayer — including the 
following: “Special Forces Commanders 
Manual,” “Heavy Anti-Armor Weapons 
Crewman,” “Cannon Fire Direction Spe¬ 
cialist,” “Movement of Units in Air 
Force Aircraft” and “Strategic Micro- 
wave Systems Repairer.” 
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When Sen. Sasser directed his staff to 
ask the Library of Congress to find out 
who at the Defense Department had au¬ 
thorized shipment of “Field Artillery Bat¬ 
talion LANCE” to the Soviets, the reply 
was: “Oh, no one. Everything is shipped 
automatically unless someone objects.” 
The LANCE, a surface-to-surface mobile 
missile deployed in the U.S. and Europe, 
is capable of carrying a nuclear warhead. 

Nor are military manuals the only items 
sent. For example, Central Intelligence 
Agency maps and atlases of Afghanistan, 
Angola, Israel, South Korea and Saudi 
Arabia went to the Soviets. Defense In¬ 
telligence Agency reports on the status of 
the Soviet army, the Global AUTOVON 
telephone directory from the Defense 
Communications Agency, and a recurring 
Foreign Broadcast Agency report detail¬ 
ing the industrial capacity and factories of 
the People’s Republic of China are other 
examples of publications the U.S. Gov¬ 
ernment routinely sent to the communists 
and other countries. 

In fiscal 1979, for example, 1,608,804 
copies of publications were printed for 
distribution at a cost, including postage, 
of at least SI.6 million. In exchange we 
received 275,486 publications — six times 
less than we sent. While our allies got the 
bulk of the shipments, the Soviet Union 
received 20,300 publications, Cuba 20,200 
and 3,100 were sent to Iran. 

What do we get in return? The titles of 
these Soviet propaganda publications 
speak for themselves: Soviet Union , Sput¬ 
nik, Travel to the USSR , Soviet Woman , 
Sport in the USSR , XX Century and 
Peace and Culture and Life. Of course, 
much valuable information is gleaned 
from the numerous newspaper subscrip¬ 
tions we receive. Also useful are several 
general military journals such as the 
Soviet Military Review, Military Herald 
and Military History Journal. 

Certainly, however, these publications 
are in an altogether different class from 
the military, CIA and DIA publications 
some naive (at best) clerks sent the com¬ 
munists. 

In fact, only 42 percent of the military 
manuals shipped free to foreign countries 
are even available for purchase by the 
American public, according to a Govern¬ 
ment Printing Office estimate. 

While Adm. Murphy’s directive does 
little to console the anger of those who 
fought in Vietnam or those who will fight 
the next battles, it does — at least partially 
— plug a lucrative source of intelligence 
for our potential adversaries. 

Hopefully, the program will continue as 
originally intended. Instead of “Special 
Forces Commanders Manual,” let the 
KGB ponder such documents as these 
1979 offerings: “Characteristics of Physi¬ 
cians in Tennessee” and “Flood In¬ 
surance Study for the City of Cowan, 
Tennessee.” 
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This extensive and impressive 
volume provides an objective analysis 
of the conflict in Southeast Asia. It of¬ 
fers a vivid battle-by-battle analysis of 
tactics and strategies and a directory 
of the military equipment employed. 
Dramatic, heavy-impact photographs, 
many never before published, docu¬ 
ment the text throughout. 

It begins with France’s attempt to 
regain control of its possessions in 
the region. Next is the story of in¬ 
creasing Viet Cong involvement and 
the escalation of hostilities, the full 
story of American involvement, Viet- 
namization and reduction in American 
strength, the end of hostilities, and 
finally the establishment of Commun¬ 
ist governments. 

Each victory, each defeat, is ex¬ 
amined technically, with an appraisal 
of the tactics and the major weapons 
used by the combatants. 

Photographs in color and black and 
white, technical drawings, maps, 
diagrams, and straight, clear text 
make this the most important and 
comprehensive military story of the 
Southeast Asian conflict, 

370 illustrations including 250 col¬ 
or photographs, black-and-white pho¬ 
tographs, technical drawings, maps, 
and diagrams. 


SOLDIER Of FORTUNE Name _ 

BOX 693, BOULDER, CO 80306 

Enclosed is $18.95 per copy plus Address 
$1.75 for postage and handling. 

Please send _ book(s). Colo¬ 
rado residents add 3V2% sales tax. City- 


State 


THE 

VIETNAM WAR: 

An Illustrated 
History of the Conflict 
in Southeast Asia 
By Bernard C. Nalty 
Forward by 

General William Westmoreland 
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EXCLUSIVE: SOF Publisher 

Test-Fires 

Russia’s New 

AK-74 


by Robert K. Brown 



TOP: Brown found AK-74 exceptionally easy to control in full-auto mode due to muz¬ 
zle brake. ABOVE: AK-74, held by Brown, is little different from AK-47 except for 
caliber, extractor and muzzle brake. 


As I had only about 20 minutes to ex¬ 
amine and fire the elusive AK-74 , I con¬ 
tacted an old acquaintance and small- 
arms expert , Mack Gwinn, who has had 
an opportunity to play with this new Rus¬ 
sian goodie. Gwinn spent 12 years in 
Special Forces , with over six of them in 
'Nam. He was a weapons NCO with SF 
and was discharged a captain. One of his 
first projects was design and manufacture 
of the Bushmaster system. Recently, he 
designed a quick-change barrel system for 
the venerable .50-caliber Browning 
machine gun and a fixed-head space 
system for the same gun. Fabrique Na- 
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tionale purchased these design im¬ 
provements and have incorporated them 
into the .50-caliber MGs they manufac¬ 
ture. (The U.S. military has failed to 
utilize these design improvements but 
that’s another story.—Eds.) He also has 
designed and arranged for the manu¬ 
facture of a 75-round drum magazine and 
a muzzle break based on the AK-74 for 
sale in the U.S. 

SOF: First, let’s define the terminology. 
What is the difference, if any, between a 
muzzle brake and a compensator? 
GWINN: The terminology used is a mat¬ 
ter of preference. I simply prefer to call it 


a muzzle brake. There is, as you know, 
nothing new about the use of muzzle 
brakes. They have been around for years. 
Utilized on small arms as well as large- 
caliber tank guns and artillery pieces. 
SOF: What characteristics do they have in 
common? 

GWINN: The more effective the braking 
action, the more uncomfortable the effect 
on the ears of the shooter. In other words, 
more gas diverted to the rear equals more 
noise diverted to the rear, or greater muz¬ 
zle blast. 

SOF: What is unique about the AK-74 
muzzle brake? 
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Muzzle brake on AK-74 is far superior to any other muzzle brake currently in use. 


GWINN: It’s unique in the respect that it 
reduces both rearward recoil and barrel 
climb — especially when firing full auto. 
In fact, barrel climb is totally eliminated. 

If you hold the weapon loosely and 
shoot from the hip on full auto instead of 
rising or “walking up,” it will “walk 
down” slightly, which is beautiful, as it 
allows the shooter to adjust his rounds on¬ 
to the target easily and quickly. 

SOF: Precisely how does the AK-74 muz¬ 
zle brake function? 

GWINN: Upon firing the round, the 
brake initially functions as a conventional 
brake, reducing rearward recoil in excess 
of 50 percent. The gas that causes the 
braking effect comes up the center of the 
muzzle brake behind the bullet. As the 
bullet exits the muzzle brake, the gas 
behind the bullet, which is expanding, hits 
the front of the brake and is directed up¬ 
ward and rearward. 

The AK-74 muzzle brake has tiny slots 
drilled into its sides which allow the high- 
velocity gas moving straight forward to in¬ 
tercept the rearward, expanding gas com¬ 
ing off the front to the muzzle brake, 
deflecting the braking gas forward and 
away from the shooter, thereby reducing 
muzzle blast and rise. 

SOF: When I fired the AK-74,1 obviously 
could not observe the muzzle-flash effect. 
Would you comment on how this muzzle 
brake effects muzzle flash? 

GW\NN: The AK-74 muzzle brake does 
not serve as a flash hider. Its design in¬ 
creases the noise level at the end of the 
brake by one decibel and increases the 
flash effect by a factor of three. Obvious¬ 
ly, the Russians have decided that it is 
more important to allow the shooter to 
place rounds effectively on target than to 
reduce or conceal the muzzle flash. 

SOF: Could this type of muzzle brake be 
utilized with other small arms? 

GWINN: Absolutely. On FNs, M14s, 
M16s. You name it. (Gwinn has designed 
and is manufacturing a muzzle brake for 
military and commercial sale based on the 
AK-74 muzzle brake for a number of 
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weapons systems. SOF will carry a com¬ 
plete test and evaluation on this muzzle 
brake in a future issue. — Eds.) 

SOF: In the short time I had to examine 
the AK-74 in Darra, it appeared that the 
AK-74 was simply scaled down to handle 
the smaller 5.45mm cartridge. What other 
specific differences are there between the 
74 and the 47? 

GWINN: The AK-74 is built around the 
AKM-47 receiver. Ivan has improved the 
only weak point in the old AK and AKM 
series, which was an overstressed extrac¬ 
tor. They have a totally different extrac¬ 
tor. And, as to be expected, the bolt is 
smaller. However, it has a much better 
bolt-to-bolt-carrier weight ration. 

A three-to-one ratio — the carrier 
weighing three times that of the bolt — is 
good. The AKM has a ratio of almost five 
to one; the AK-74 six to one. Which 
means you’ve got a lot of mass that is go¬ 
ing to unlock the bolt. 

SOF: What’s the ratio for the M16? 
GWINN: About four to one. Therefore, 
we can say the AK-74 is far more reliable 
in this respect. 

Shortly after SOF’s Galen L. Geer 
returned from an adventure-filled trip to 
Afghanistan, SOF staffers began chomp¬ 
ing at the bit to get to the hottest combat 
spot in the world. Afghanistan was where 
the action was. And this time the bad guys 
were the Russians themselves, not their 
terrorist or Cuban lackeys (the running 
dogs of Russian imperialism). 

SOF started planning. The SOF team 
selected included Editor/Publisher 
Brown, Paramedic Operations Editor Dr. 
John Peters, Explosives/Demolition 
Editor John Donovan, Vietnam vet and 
small arms and avionics expert Michael 
Pate and a “back-up” man who prefers to 
remain anonymous. The objectives and 
concept of operation, as well as the results 
of the SOF operation will be, to some 
degree, reported in a future issue. 

Geer had seen and photographed the 
Russian AK-74 but was unable to fire it. 
And his photos had mysteriously disap¬ 


peared. Therefore, one of the SOF’s 
team’s primary missions was to locate and 
fire the 74. 

After a number of misadventures, 
primarily due to the airlines, SOF 
established a base of operations in 
Peshawar, Pakistan, not far from the 
Afghan border, in late August 1980. SOF 
established contacts with several Afghan 
'freedom-fighter groups and initiated not- 
too-subtle inquiries about getting access 
to the AK-74, as well as other items of in¬ 
terest. 

Concurrently, we made the hour-long 
drive on a rut-ridden road through a bar¬ 
ren valley to Darra in the Northwestern 
Frontier Province. Darra, as reported in 
the May 1980 issue of SOF, is a major 
source of weapons for the Afghans. 

We had decided Darra, with its 100-odd 
gun shops — and equal number of obnox¬ 
ious odors — would be a likely source for 
the AK-74. 

Fondling Iranian G-3s, Egyptian 
AK-47s, 1928 Thompsons and a miscel¬ 
lany of other hardware, Mike Pate’s keen 
eyes zeroed in on a lone AK-74 round ly¬ 
ing between bags of ammo. Our hopes 
rose with our eyebrows. Where there was 
ammo there might be guns. 

And then we were introduced to the 
Pathan version of the Latin American 
manana syndrome. 

“Tomorrow,” the shifty-eyed gun 
dealer proclaimed, “we will have an 
AK-74!” And tomorrow and tomorrow 
and tomorrow. “Tomorrow” turned into 
two weeks, and everybody had left or was 
leaving. One last desperate trip to the 
manana gun dealer on the day I was leav¬ 
ing. The shifty-eyed gun dealer, smelling 
no better than usual, was there — and so 
was the AK-74! Tomorrow had turned in¬ 
to today. 

I had only about 30 minutes before I 
had to catch my plane. I grabbed the gun, 
and the gun dealer led me through a maze 
of alleys — which I would enter at night 
only if Donovan were walking point — to 
a field-expedient firing range, which con¬ 
sisted of agricultural fields adjoining the 
town. 1 loaded the magazine and began 
busting caps. Expensive caps — each one 
cost 80 cents. The pistol grip was missing 
and I could only hope that it had been 
shot off the weapon as a .303 Enfield 
round penetrated the torso of a Russian 
paratrooper. 

Yes, Virginia, you can bring heat on 
Santa Claus at 200 meters on full auto. 
The gun handled and functioned well, and 
was exceptionally easy to control in the 
full-auto mode. Granted, the test was not 
conclusive and was far too short. But 
there is no doubt in my mind that it’s a 
damn good system, though I’d want to 
run a few hundred rounds more through 
one before I took it into combat. But on 
the other hand, it beats the hell out of a 
.3030 and .303 Enfields. 


FEBRUARY/81 






DOWN 

O 

DOWN’ 


DOWN 


DOWN 


Nazi U-boat Lurks 
in Watery Grave 


by Fred Reed 


O 
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W E hit the ocean at 0900, stepping 
through the deckgate of the charter 
Coral Sea , and there in the Great Blue 
Swimming Pool — that huge, blue, dim 
emptiness that opens before your face¬ 
plate in the ocean, stretching to Europe 
without a break — was the barracuda. He 
was a big, ocean-going fellow, four or five 
feet long — not the cute little three-foot 
numbers that hunt in the reefs. He hung 
motionless, eyeing me as I checked my 
regulator and seated my mask while rising 
and falling in the Atlantic swells. The 
U-352 lay 110 feet below us (an excellent 
place for your equipment not to do any¬ 
thing surprising). 

Maggie — my buddy and a superb diver 
— pointed toward the anchor line and 
gave me thumbs down. We dumped the 
air from our buoyancy compensators 
(BCs) and started to descend, clearing our 
cars and watching the barracuda. There 
were three of them now, grey blades in the 
vastness. I knew they wouldn’t attack, 
and hoped they knew it too. Even with 18 
pounds of lead I was too light and waited 
for the growing pressure to compress my 
wetsuit and let me sink. Down, down we 
went. The ’cudas dropped behind as we 
sank through the glowing blue soup and 
entered that strange zone where you see 
neither surface nor bottom — just the an¬ 
chor line disappearing in two directions in 
the murk. A world apart — the only 
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sound a hollow hiss from the regulator 
... sssss! ... followed by a shuddering 
rumble of bubbles and a silver cloud rising 
before the mask, the water cooling in 
distinct thcrmoclines, everything getting 
darker. We were too deep now to get to 
the surface if anything went wrong. 

Below us the blue began to pale and an 
outline appeared, solidified and turned to 
a long dark hulk on sand, somehow lonely 
on the endless desert of the ocean floor. 
The sub. My depth gauge registered 90 
feet when I released the anchor line and 
sank slowly to sit on the conning tower of 
a U-boat 35 years dead. I wondered 
whether her crew haunted her. 

When the Coast Guard cutter Icarus 
sank her in 1945, they didn’t get out. The 
last minutes couldn’t have been nice — 
sinking stern first with water pouring in 
under high pressure, doors jamming, 
lights shorting out, men screaming and 
clawing at hatches that wouldn’t open 
against the weight of the ocean, and the 
realization in the gurgling blackness that 
This was It. Aufmedersehen. 

Something moved in the corner of my 
mask — something big, and it wasn’t 
Maggie. I whipped around like a spring- 
loaded jack rabbit, thinking ohjesus- 
whcresmyfuckingbangstickwhenlneedit? 
Divers do encounter sharks from lime to 
time, and I do not subscribe to theories 
about how docile a 14-foot hammerhead 


becomes if you poke him in the snout. 
Without a weapon a man in scuba gear is 
as helpless as a boxer with no arms. I 
stared for an unpleasant moment at a 
half-dozen grey shapes circling us, getting 
myself ready to dodge or some other 
damned fool thing that wouldn’t do any 
good. Then my mind managed to put it 


ABOUT THE AUTHOR 

Fred Reed, currently a freelance 
writer out of Washington, D.C., first 
contributed to SOF as an editorial 
writer. (See “This Is The Army?,” 
Aug. ’80 and “Battlefield Wrong 
Arena For ERA,” Oct. ’80). 

Reed served 361 days in Vietnam 
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—C.E.D.Kite 


Continued on page 84 
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SOF’s 
Milestone 
Shooting Event 

by Ken Hackathorn 



A milestone event took place in central 
Missouri on 26, 27 and 28 
September 1980 at the Ray Chapman 
Range in Columbia: The first annual 
Soldier of Fortune shooting match tested 
the skill of nearly 100 top-ranked com¬ 
petitors in combat pistol, fighting shotgun 
and battle rifle events. The match was 
held in conjunction with the magazine’s 
first annual convention. 

Casual observers might suggest that 
such shooting events should be normal for 
U.S. military and police organizations. 
Sadly, most training systems have less 
variety and practical tests of skill than did 
this match, but Robert K. Brown and the 
SOF staff provided a proving ground for 
practical weaponcraft. Competitors in the 
by-invitation-only match were selected for 
their background and shooting ability. A 
very high percentage of them came from 
police or military organizations. The three 
match weapons were chosen on the basis 
of their importance in a combat role. 


minute-par time limit, and one point was 
deducted for each second over the three- 
minute-par time. Speed became an impor¬ 
tant factor. The rifle course had a score 
value of 360 points at par time. Thus, a 
rifleman capable of accuracy, fast 
shooting and quick movement, could in¬ 
crease his score well above the 360-point 
level. 

Nine of the competitors managed to 
score above the 360-par level. On the 
other hand, many shooters were humbled 
by this course. Most, however, felt — 
before the event — that target distances 
were not overly difficult and the shooting 
would be easy. Faced with the time-limit 
stress, two 40-yard sprints and having to 
reload, many shooters discovered that 
targets became elusive. 

Careful study of normal combat en¬ 
counters shows that battlefield riflemen 
rarely engage an enemy target at ranges of 
more than 300 meters, and most effective 




ABOVE: Competitor fires at steel impact targets during Phase 2 of shotgun 
match. CENTER: Competitor moves forward to cover during Phase 1 of shotgun 
match before engaging last three targets. Notice range officers running after him. 


First, and most critical, was the battle 
rifle match. Rifle-course ranges extended 
from 70 to 245 yards. The course con¬ 
sisted of 15 silhouette targets and six steel, 
falling plates. Time limit was a par time of 
three minutes. A competitor’s score was 
upped by one point for each second he 
completed the course under the three- 
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fire comes at much closer ranges. There¬ 
fore, the course’s extreme firing distance 
was set at 245 yards. 

More than 50 percent of the contestants 
chose the Heckler & Koch Model 91 7.62 
NATO rifle for their weapon. Second in 
popularity was the Springfield Armory 
MIA 7.62 NATO rifle. Other rifle-match 


¥ 



weapons were pretty well split between FN 
FALs and Ml Garands in .30-06. 

The match required .30-caliber battle 
rifles and forbade the use of .223 weapons 
— because the .223 is incapable of knock¬ 
ing down the steel plates. Also, SOF spon¬ 
sors wanted to test superior rifle skills and 
felt that it takes more skill to shoot a bat¬ 
tle rifle of 7.62 NATO or equal caliber 
than the light-recoiling .223 family of bat¬ 
tle carbines. In the future, .223 weapons 
may be included because availability of 
good 7.62s is extremely limited and their 
cost is escalating. 

Overall, the rifle match was the major 
contest — a deliberate choice, because the 
rifle is a soldier’s primary weapon. 

Second was the test of practical pistol 
skill, a competitive path already blazed by 
the International Practical Shooting Con¬ 
federation (IPSC). SOF sponsors had lit¬ 
tle difficulty ift selecting a series of IPSC 
drills to test practical combat skills with 
the defensive pistol. They designed a sim¬ 
ple course that required a total of 36 
rounds. First, a total of 12 rounds were 
fired from the 25-yard line in two stages, a 
distance that duplicates the extreme long 
range normally encountered in combat. 

Next, a series of drills were Fired at the 
10-yard line. After a total of 18 rounds 
from this distance, six more rounds were 
fired from the seven-yard line. 

Top-ranked IPSC shooters scored well 
in this event. Out of a possible 180-point 
score, the winner posted 177. Although 
pistol skill is important, in the military 
role its need is less critical. Therefore, the 
pistol match’s score value totaled only 
half of the rifle event. 

Most pistol shooters chose the Colt .45 
1911 as their weapon — a choice that 
should come as no surprise to anyone by 
now. Scoring was the same for all calibers, 
so the .45 had no advantage'over the 9mm 
or .38 Special. Only a few 9mm autos or 
.38 Specials were used. The P-35 Brown¬ 
ing was the preferred 9mm choice, and the 
.38 Special users were police officers with 
duty S&W, Colt and Ruger revolvers. 

As a sidelight, all SOF match con¬ 
testants had to wear their pistol or 
revolver during each of the events in the 
same holster and in the same position. If 
the sidearm fell out of the holster in the ri¬ 
fle course or shotgun match , the shooter 
was disqualified, so practical holsters were 
the rule. 

Future SOF pistol events might possibly 
include a stage with some movement, such 
as a short obstacle course. Such an event 
must reflect realism, as well as be easily 
officiated. 

The final event, the practical shotgun 
match, proved educational for most con¬ 
testants. Administration and scoring of 
such an event is difficult at best. To truly 
test Fighting-shotgun skill, one must use 
buckshot loads, and scoring targets be¬ 
comes a problem. Paper targets are out, 
since they must be replaced for each shot. 
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Steel-impact targets with 18-by-24-inch 
plates were chosen because they closely 
approximate chest-area size, and a clay 
bird was attached to the center of each 
one. Contestants had to break the clay 
bird with each shot. Starting at 25 yards 
with the weapon loaded with five rounds 
of buckshot, safety on and held at port 
arms, the shooter had six seconds to fire 
one round at each of five targets, spaced 
12 feet apart. He then moved forward to 
the 15-yard line and repeated the same 
drill in 4.5 seconds. A hit was worth 10 
points, a miss zero. 

The second phase of the SOF practical 
shotgun match involved shooting at five 
silhouette targets, each representing vary¬ 
ing degrees of danger, from the 25-yard 
line, reloading, running forward to cover 
and then engaging three more targets. In 
this phase, the contestant used rifled 
slugs. Total time was 18 seconds for this 
tactical exercise. 

In both phases, match accuracy was im¬ 
portant, and shooting technique really 
counted. Few people in the U.S. under¬ 
stand the technique of the fighting 
shotgun. Although the riot gun has a 
macho image, few users can achieve max¬ 
imum performance with it. We all have 
heard gunshop-commando comments 
about just pointing the riot gun in the 
general direction, pulling the trigger — 
and everything will go down. In the SOF 
practical-shotgun match, the big boys 
knew better. They shot from the shoulder, 
used a flash-sight picture and achieved 
well centered hits. All top 10 finishers us¬ 
ed Remington 1100 shotguns. 

I prefer the 12-gauge pump-action re¬ 
peating shotgun, generally in riot-gun 
configuration. Most SOF contestants used 
pump guns, but technique wiped many of 
them out. In theory, the pump-action riot 
gun is moje reliable than the autoloader. 
Its weakness stems from operator error. 
We saw a lot of “short stroking” in the 
match by those who used pump riot guns, 
which cost valuable points. 

In practically all police-training courses, 
students are permitted to take the shotgun 
down from the shoulder, work the action, 
then reshoulder and fire again. Therefore, 
they are not conditioned to work the ac¬ 
tion quickly from the shoulder for fast 
follow-up shots. The most common mal¬ 
functions in the SOF match were caused 
by short-stroking the actions. 

A few autoloading-shotgun failures oc¬ 
curred. Many contestants using the new 
Winchester one-ounce rifled slug loads 
had light-loaded rounds that failed to cy¬ 
cle the 1100 Remingtons. Here, the pump 
gun is not as sensitive. 

Out of a possible score of 180 points, 
two men shot a perfect score and a 
number of others placed at 179. When a 
course of fire can be cleaned, it is obvious¬ 
ly too easy, but to shorten the time limit in 
order to make the course more difficult 
would penalize the pump-gun users. Since 
the idea is to test practical skills and 
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reflect realism, the pump-action guns 
must be kept competitive. 

Overall, the SOF three-gun shooting 
event proved a great success. Thanks must 
go to Ray Chapman and his staff, who 
provided a superbly run event and top- 
quality judges and range officers. Such 
skill is rarely seen in major events. Chap¬ 
man and his staff have plenty of expertise, 
thanks to their participation in other 
shooting events such as the Bianchi Cup. 

1 was impressed by the smoothness and 
ease with which the shooters’ schedule 
was followed. Contestants were never 
kept waiting and were always treated fair¬ 
ly and allowed plenty of time to ask ques¬ 
tions. Safety was paramount and all gun 
handling was done in a professional man¬ 
ner. 

The numerous media teams present to 
film and report on the SOF convention 
must have been impressed by the com¬ 
petitors who were orderly, safety con¬ 
scious, and excellent representatives of the 
shooting fraternity. Cooperation of the 
Chapman staff and range officers and 
hard work by the SOF staff were keys to 
the success of this outstanding shooting 
event. 

WEAPONS USED BY 
TOP 10 SHOOTERS 

1. Raul Walters: Rifle, H&K 91; 
Pistol, Pachmayr Combat Special 
.45; Shotgun, Remington 1100. 

2. John Shaw: Rifle, MIA; Pistol, 
Clark Bowling Pin; Shotgun, 
Remington 1100. 

3. Mark Lonsdale: Rifle, H&K 91; 
Pistol, .45 Commander; Shotgun, 
Remington 1100. 

4. William Rogers: Rifle, H&K 91; 
Pistol, .45 MKIV Series 70 Wilson 
Model; Shotgun, Remington 1100. 

5. Mickey Fowler: Rifle, MIA; 
Pistol, .45 Hoag Iongslide with 6” 
barrel; Shotgun, Remington 1100. 

6. Michael Plaxco: Rifle, H&K 91; 
Pistol, Colt Mark IV modified by 
Wilson Gun Works; Shotgun, 
Remington 1100. 

7. Jeffrey Chudwin: Rifle, MIA 
(match); Pistol, .45 Gold Cup; 
Shotgun, Remington 1100, Slug 
barrel. 

8. Bill Wilson: Rifle, H&K 91; Pistol, 

.45 automatic customized by 
Wilson Gun Shop; Shotgun, Rem¬ 
ington 1100. 

9. Alan Kulovitz: Rifle, MIA 
(match); Pistol, .45 Gold Cup; 
Shotgun, Remington 1100, Slug 
barrel. 

10. Charles Byers: Rifle, MIA, Heavy 
barrel & special muzzle brake by 
Accuracy Systems; Pistol, .38 
Super Colt Combat job by A/S, 
Bomar barrel, S&W Sights; Shot¬ 
gun, Remington 1100, 26 barrel 
cylinder bore with 8-shot mag, 
barrel vented. 


COMPETITION WINNERS 


RIFLE COMPETITION 


Name 

Score 

Place 

Raul Walters. 

419 

1 

John Shaw. 

416 

2 

Mark Lonsdale. 

404 

3 

William Rogers. 

PRIZE 

403 

4 


1st—Ineligible to win prizes; 2nd— 
Springfield Armory 7.62 NATO MIA 
Rifle; 3rd—Ruger 5.56mm Mini-14 Ri¬ 
fle; 4th—Ruger 5.56mm Mini-14 Rifle. 


PISTOL COMPETITION 


Name 

Score 

Place 

Raul Walters .. 

177 

1 

Mickey Fowler ..... 

177 

2 

Michael Plaxco. 

176 

3 

Jeffrey Chudwin. 

PRIZE 

176 

4 

1st —Ineligible to 

win 

prizes; 


2nd—M59 S&W 9mm Devel Fullhouse 
Conversion; 3rd—M-S Safari Arms .45 
Pistol; 4th—Detonics .45 Pistol. 


SHOTGUN COMPETITION 


Name 

Score 

Place 

John Shaw ... 

. 180 

1 

Alan Kulovitz 

. 180 

2 

Bill Wilson ... 

. 179 

3 


PRIZE 



1st—Remington 870 12-gauge Pump 
Shotgun; 2nd—Ithaca Parkerized 
12-gauge Pump Shotgun; 3rd—High 
Standard 12-gauge Pump Shotgun. 


OVERALL COMPETITION 


Name 

Score 

Place 

Raul Walters. 

775 

1 

John Shaw. 

771 

2 

William Rogers. 

726 

3 

Charles Byers . 

714 

4 

Bill Wilson. 

711 

5 

PRIZE 




1st—Donation of $1,100 top overall 
prize to Veterans Administration; 
2nd—$1,000; 3rd—$700; 4th—$500; 
5th—$200 plus CAR-15 Conversion 
Kit from B.H. Service. 



Competitor fires during one of first 
two phases of pistol competition. 
Photo: Col. Brooke Nihart 



FEBRUARY/81 


















SOF CONVENTION 
PRIZE LIST 


Company Prizes 

Adventure Book Club.$ 600.00 

A1 Mar Knives. 383.00 

Applegate-Yancy. 300.00 

A. S.P. 50.00 

Bali-Song. 250.00 

Best Sports Supply. 240.00 

B. H. Service. 180.00 

Bianchi Gunleather. 1024.40 

Brauer Brothers. 511.00 

Brieade Quartermasters .... 187.85 

B-SquareCo. 82.90 

Buckles By Mike. 25.00 

Butokukai. 5.00 

C. A., Inc. 20.00 

Choate Machine & Tool.. . 1111.00 

Combat Shooters Report ... 130.00 

Commando Arms, Inc. 17.98 

Crawford Inti. 309.00 

Crown Publishers. 26.90 

Custom-Made Holster. 190.00 


Denver Bullets. 360.28 

Devel Corp. 800.00 

Florida Consumers Union .. 75.00 

Free Companion Press. 250.00 

Gerber Legendary Blades. .. 49.00 

Richard Heinie 

Custom Combat Guns . .. 125.00 

Horizone. 33.00 

Bill Jordan. 25.50 

K&SArms. 100.00 

Killzone... 70.00 

Kuan Shu Associates. 132.60 

Lancer Militaria. 35.00 

Larder Survival Books. 109.50 

Leatherwood Bros. 500.00 

Liro Pubs. 522.00 

Long Survival Pub. 41.82 

MX Military Exchange. 18.00 

M-S Safari Arms. 700.00 

Natchez Shooters Supply ... 293.90 

Pachmayr Gun Works. 85.00 


Paladin Enterprises. 500.00 

Paramilitary & Wilderness 

Outfitters, Inc. 62.45 

PFM. 454.00 

Practical Survivalist. 32.85 

Presidio Press. 61.75 

Retting, Martin. 102.00 

R.M.S. 40.00 

Second Chance 

Body Armor, Inc. 500.00 

Soldier of Fortune 

Magazine. 6676.05 

Southeastern Surplus. 52.50 

Springfield Armory. 750.00 

Starlight Training Center ... 150.00 

Swenson’s .45 Shop. 120.00 

T. B.N. Enterprises. 60.00 

T&G Enterprises... 10.00 

U. S. Cavalry Store. 40.00 

Unique Imports. 94.90 

TOTAL . .$19,676.13 


SOF CONVENTION THREE-GUN COMBAT MATCH 


Overall Overall 


Name 

Standing 

Rifle 

Shotgun 

Pistol 

Overall 

Name 

Standing 

Rifle 

Shotgun 

Pistol 

Overall 

Raul Walters 

1 

419 

179 

177 

775 

Anthony Dee 

48 

275 

167 

146 

588 

John Shaw 

2 

416 

180 

175 

771 

David Van Natta 

49 

291 

140 

156 

587 

William Rogers 

3 

403 

170 

153 

726 

O.G. Pinkston, III 

50 

289 

146 

152 

587 

Charles Byers 

4 

396 

150 

168 

714 

James Walker 

51 

328 

118 

140 

586 

Bill Wilson 

5 

360 

179 

172 

711 







Jeff Chudwin 

6 

363 

170 

176 

709 

William Patterson 

52 

299 

138 

147 

584 

William North 

7 

375 

159 

173 

707 

C.R. Staples 

53 

257 

157 

160 

574 

Lanny Provience 

8 

349 

180 

176 

705 

Steve Martinkovic 

54 

268 

156 

148 

572 

Thomas L. Banks 

9 

349 

179 

169 

697 

Mike Harding 

55 

347 

96 

128 

571 

Eddie Brown 

10 

343 

179 

175 

697 

T.R. Burns 

56 

304 

146 

119 

569 

Mark Lonsdale 

11 

404 

119 

165 

688 

Steve McCreary 

57 

237 

169 

163 

569 

Mike Plaxco 

12 

333 

179 

176 

688 

Byron Kern 

58 

243 

158 

161 

562 

David Churilla 

13 

330 

178 

157 

665 

Bob Arganbright 

59 

273 

146 

141 

560 

Robert McGee 

14 

349 

147 

168 

664 

Tom Van Horn 

60 

323 

147 

89 

559 

Ed Blankinship 

15 

319 

176 

168 

663 

Bob Waller 

61 

206 

169 

173 

548 

Don Clark 

16 

366 

128 

164 

658 

Donald Steele 

62 

299 

113 

134 

546 

Harry Claflin 

17 

351 

158 

146 

655 

Fred Nagel 

63 

218 

157 

167 

542 

Ken Hackathom 

18 

321 

158 

176 

655 

Jay Laymon 

64 

211 

169 

159 

539 

James Cirillo 

19 

338 

159 

152 

649 

Randolph Ray 

65 

268 

119 

150 

537 

Michael Keyes 

20 

329 

166 

154 

649 

Dennis Jorgensen 

66 

245 

130 

160 

535 

Marshall Todd 

21 

292 

174 

175 

641 

Jim Borowski 

67 

271 

139 

124 

534 

Mickey Fowler 

22 

332 

129 

177 

638 

Tom Givens 

68 

204 

160 

167 

531 

Lynn Schoening 

23 

306 

179 

152 

637 

Keith Kostelny 

69 

213 

170 

146 

529 

Richard Heinie 

24 

339 

137 

158 

634 

Gregory Webb 

70 

290 

144 

93 

527 

Greg Moats 

25 

316 

157 

161 

634 

Tom Conry 

71 

248 

144 

118 

510 

Ron Keiser 

26 

303 

170 

161 

634 

Kenneth Kreigh 

72 

179 

170 

161 

510 

Chappie Gennett 

27 

288 

176 

167 

631 

Daniel Day 

73 

253 

129 

127 

509 

Frank Triplett, Jr. 

28 

292 

166 

168 

626 

Jake Jatras 

74 

228 

119 

162 

509 

Gary Woodworth 

29 

306 

157 

161 

624 

Tom Muennich 

75 

241 

117 

145 

503 

Charles Hart 

30 

311 

160 

152 

623 

Leon Lingren 

76 

213 

148 

138 

499 

J. Scott Gilder 

31 

304 

148 

170 

622 

Ron Plumlee, Sr. 

77 

223 

119 

148 

490 

Jamie Coffey 

32 

302 

150 

166 

618 

Julio Andrade 

78 

246 

109 

122 

477 

Tom Wilkinson 

33 

332 

139 

143 

614 

J.W. Reser 

79 

236 

168 

64 

468 

Michael Wheeler 

34 

316 

149 

148 

613 

Walter Serth 

80 

195 

120 

141 

456 

James Stanford 

35 

286 

168 

159 

613 

Gary Williams 

81 

164 

144 

143 

451 

Tony Sacco 

36 

281 

170 

160 

611 

T.D. Becker 

82 

93 

179 

168 

440 

David “Rocky” Eales 

37 

316 

179 

115 

610 

David Jones 

83 

120 

177 

124 

42/ 

William Steigerwaldt 

38 

339 

120 

150 

609 

Ron Proudlock 

84 

139 

129 

139 

407 

Fritz Johnk 

39 

319 

149 

139 

607 

Joe Walker 

85 

250 

78 

72 

400 

Robert Wuytack 

40 

302 

158 

146 

606 

Richard Gwozdick 

86 

242 

120 

24 

386 

William Palermo 

41 

311 

147 

147 

605 

Clem Potelunas 

87 

110 

108 

151 

369 

Alan Kulovitz 

42 

278 

180 

146 

604 

Malt Parisoff 

88 

13 

178 

156 

347 

Dick Thomas 

43 

280 

157 

165 

602 

Jeffrey Davis 

89 

173 

56 

98 

327 

Roger Conley 

44 

318 

156 

125 

599 

Ross Braatsch, III 

90 

103 

128 

69 

300 

Ted Deacon 

45 

318 

149 

131 

598 

T.C. Shattock 

91 

165 

98 

15 

278 

Kirk McClurkin 

46 

265 

179 

154 

598 

Rocky Stewart 

92 

95 

76 

97 

268 

Tim Oliver 

47 

277 

150 

170 

597 

W.C. Walitzer 

93 

36 

116 

92 

244 
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GATHERING OF THE 
PROFESSIONALS 


SOF Sponsors Its First Convention 

by Jim Graves 
Photos by Cynthia E.D. Kite 
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fnc qf Lhe‘ 100 competitors fires'his .45 
•automatic in the pistol event at the Bay 
Chapman Yange. 


SOF’s Bob Taylor, ope the staffs 
martial-arts n 

hand with kn3ves r .lakes aim on target at 
Ray Chapman range. TaylSf^gaade over 
600 throws during the three day conven¬ 
tion despite his arm injury. 
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What you had there fat the banquet] were 750 men dressed in cammies* 
i sterlin g to a~bunc h of d 1 sgru n jjj:ftnel s blistering our com man den In - chief. 

IF that h ad hap pened in another country you would have quickly found 
ourself out tn me parking lotV covf^behmd a burning car with a pile of 

empty cartridge easel* ^side you. 

Either that or you would be up against the portable adobe wail. 

Only could it happen. 




-- — 
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ABOVE: Ike (left) and C.J. Jones, private investigators who run International 
Criminology Enterprise in Chicago, came as SOF conventioneers but wound up as 
“volunteer” helpers at the range. RIGHT: General Vang Pao (left) and SOF Publisher 
Robert K. Brown shake hands prior to Brown’s presentation of the Bull Simons 
Memorial Award to Vang Pao, leader of Laotian anti-communist forces in Vietnam 
war. 
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SQF competitor waits anxiously 
while match officials score 


Competitor fires .45 automatic 
during pistol event at the three- 
gun match. 














T HOSE who believe that patriotism, 
pride and professionalism are dead in 
America would have been converted had 
they attended the 1st annual Soldier of 
Fortune magazine convention in Colum¬ 
bia, Mo., September 26-28. 

The convention exceeded all expecta¬ 
tions by drawing more than 750 SOFers 
from all over the country to the central 
Missouri college town for a weekend of 
camaraderie, fellowship and fun spiced by 
reasonable, articulate criticism of the 
course this country has taken in the recent 
past. 

One member of the press corps — and 
there was nearly a corps on hand, with 70 
different newspapers, magazines, TV and 
radio stations represented — described it 
perfectly when he said: “It’s almost as if 
they came here on a common mission.” 

Men With A Mission 

That mission appears to have been to 
meet others who had served their country, 
are proud of it and believe in a strong and 
professional military. 

As the SOFers started filing in on 
Thursday to Columbia’s Hilton Hotel, it 
became obvious that they hailed from a 
broad, representative spectrum of 
American society. The conventioneers 
turned out to be members of law- 
enforcement agencies, workers, farmers, 
insurance salesmen, businessmen, clergy, 
current-duty military, pilots and, yes, 
even some professional soldiers of for¬ 
tune. 

Much to the disgust of some Columbia 
residents — including a dozen or so who 
paraded ridiculously, but at a safe 
distance from the headquarters hotel, in 
protest — and some of the press, SOFers 
didn’t show up with “kill” painted on 
their foreheads or with their knuckles 
sweeping the floor. 

Prior to the arrival of the conven¬ 
tioneers, there was some speculation and 
rumor mongcring in the town that the 
SOFers — all of whom were bloodthirsty 
killers and lunatics to boot — would 
essentially rape, pillage and burn. 


FAR LEFT: Competitor fires 
Remington 870 (note magazine 
extension) during shotgun event at 
Chapman Academy. LEFT: Raul 
Walters — who had top overall score 
of 775, top in rifle with 419 and top 
in pistol with 177 — with trophy he 
won and weapons he used (Heckler 
& Koch 91 rifle, Pachmayr Combat 
Special .45 and Remington 1100 
shotgun) during SOF’s three-gun 
match. Walters, who was not eligible 
to receive prize money, got the 
overall trophy, but the $1,100 check 
was donated to the Veterans 
Administration Hospital in 
Columbia, Mo. Photo: Johnny Keller 


Prior Prejudices 

Well, it didn’t work out that way: if 
anything, the SOFers left Columbia in 
better shape than they found it. 

At least some Columbians and most of 
the press learned that SOFers were just 
like them, with the notable exception that 
all SOFers are patriotic, proud of it and 
not prone to mince words. 

As the Hilton Hotel bar began to fill up 
on Thursday night with cammie-clad con¬ 
ventioneers, the talk turned quickly to to¬ 
day’s politics, today’s defense establish¬ 
ment and its current policies, current 
American defense capability and yester¬ 
day’s wars. 

While only a smattering of the SOFers 
found old friends from previous wars 
(primarily Vietnam, but a few from earlier 
American wars or even more exotic ones 
overseas), most found others whom they 
could communicate with, tell a war story 
or two with or raise a little hell with. 

The Hilton Hotel manager was quoted 
before the convention as saying that the 
hotel staff “had visions of the SOFers 
rappelling from the roof and firing ba¬ 
zookas in the halls.” They were so wor¬ 
ried they asked the hotel cocktail waitress¬ 
es to wear slacks instead of their regular 
revealing dresses. 

But, alas, it was much more fun to 
relive some old wars, plot strategy for 
tomorrow’s war or engage in a little intra¬ 
service kidding than it was to rappel, 
shoot up the corridors or hassle the staff. 

Friday’s Frolics 

Friday morning arrived much too early 
for those who had conducted the siege in 
the bar — a profitable one for the Hilton, 
which averages $600 a night during a foot¬ 
ball weekend, but rang up over $2,000 a 
night during the SOF convention — but 
when it did, it passed quickly in a flurry of 
activity. 

The daytime activities — the three- 
gun match at the Ray Chapman Academy 
and the parachuting session, which drew 
almost 100 participants — were well at¬ 
tended, as were the briefings on Rhodesia 
by SOF’s “Mike” Williams, on gun con¬ 
trol and on free-lance writing by SOF 
staff. 

By the time the SOFers turned out for 
Friday night’s banquet, the atmosphere of 
fellowship had reached an intensity totally 
beyond the expectations of even the most 
enthusiastic SOF staffer or conventioneer. 

And the banquet started well, despite 
the fact that so many showed up that it 
was physically impossible to scat all 
SOFers in the same hall for the dinner — 
something which will never happen again. 

After the presentation of colors, dinner 
and the introduction of SOF staff and 
guests, SOF Publisher Robert K. Brown 
introduced Laotian General Vang Pao 
and presented him with the first Bull 


Simons Memorial Award. For Vang Pao 
the award was a four-foot medieval-style 
broadsword. 

Sour Note 

The one and only convention glitch 
followed, as guest speaker Robin Moore 
broached subjects (and demonstrated his 
blatant racism) in a manner found clearly 
inappropriate and insulting by the major¬ 
ity of the SOFers — black, brown and 
white. 

That presented a problem to SOF, 
which was to occupy the majority of the 
senior staffers’ time for the next 18 hours, 
and eventually lead to a press conference 
on Saturday in which Publisher Brown 
announced that SOF unequivocally disas- 


BATF STRIKES AGAIN 

by Ronald Proudlock 

ETROIT-AREA cops Ronald 
Proudlock and Evan Marshall’s 
goal was a quiet breakfast at a restau¬ 
rant in Columbia, Missouri, during the 
SOF convention. Their meal, however, 
was interrupted by the appearance of a 
long-haired male of Indian descent. 
After asking them if he could ‘*rap 
with them” for a minute, he im¬ 
mediately launched into a tale of woe 
concerning his arrest while running 
guns and narcotics into Mexico. 

He then asked the two if they could 
turn him on to something good in the 
way of mercenary work. Proudlock re¬ 
plied that they were there just to com¬ 
pete in the match and had no knowl¬ 
edge of mercenary employment oppor¬ 
tunities. The alleged gunrunner then 
informed them that he was waiting for 
his parole officer to give him a ride and 
left the restaurant. 

After a brief discussion, the two far- 
away-from-home cops decided that 
this “close encounter” deserved fur¬ 
ther investigation. After paying for 
their meal, they left the restaurant and 
began a casual search of the neighbor¬ 
hood. Their visitor, supposedly a local 
lad without transportation, was found 
sitting in a VW with Texas plates. It 
was parked so that he could watch the 
people entering the restaurant in his 
rearview mirror. When Marshall and 
Proudlock walked up to the vehicle he 
started it up and left the scene. He was 
obviously waiting for other camou¬ 
flage-clad SOF conventioneers to enter 
the restaurant so that he could try his 
story on them. 

Both officers agreed, based upon 
past experience, that their long-haired 
visitor was either an undercover infor¬ 
mant or a BATF agent. His clumsy at¬ 
tempt at entrapment failed with two 
veteran police officers, but if they 
hadn’t warned other SOF participants, 
it could have had tragic results. 
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sociated itself from the opinions expressed 
by Moore and that Moore had been asked 
to leave the convention. 

Saturday Sidelights 

From then on it was back on track for 
the SOFers and the convention. The press 
conference was actually a preamble to a 
wide-open, question-and-answer session 
on adventuring, soldiers of fortune, cur¬ 
rent political events and today’s military 
— conducted by Brown, Maj. L.H. 
“Mike” Williams (former deputy com¬ 
mander of Grey’s Scouts in Rhodesia), 
John Donovan (SOF’s demolitions ex¬ 
pert), Dana Drenkowski (a former SOF 
staffer and occasional free-lance pilot), 
Bill Brooks (former French Foreign le¬ 
gionnaire) and Alex McColl (head of the 
Parachute Medical Rescue Service, spon¬ 
sored by SOF). 

The question-and-answer session turn¬ 
ed out to be so popular with the conven¬ 
tioneers that it compelled SOF’s Galen 
Geer to move his lecture on Afghanistan 
to Sunday morning because he, too, 
wanted to attend the session. 

Later Saturday night, SOF hosted a 
barbeque at the Ray Chapman range, 
followed by a demonstration of laser- 
aimed weapons which turned out to be a 
show stopper. 

Later still, some 40 to 70 SOFers — the 
number varied, depending on when and 
from whom you heard the story — led by 
former USMC Force Recon/SOG Bob 
Burton, trained by the Marines but part of 
SOG in ’Nam — participated in a recon- 
in-force visit to downtown Columbia, 
some-miles distance from the hotel. 

The Columbians didn’t know quite how 
to react to a platoon of cammie-clad, 
hard-talking, hard-drinking SOFers which 
marched from bar to bar at the signal of 
Burton’s whistle. However, there were no 
casualties. 

Sunday Summary 

Sunday saw the conclusion of the con¬ 
vention, with the third day of the three- 
gun shooting contest, the final airborne 
operations and the last opportunity to 
visit the display of materials brought by 
exhibitors to the hall at the Chapman 
range. There was a wide variety of pro¬ 
ducts — knives, military equipment, T- 
shirts, books, etc. — but the ones who 
had the most customers were probably the 
exhibitors who sold cammies. Quite a 
number of the press people who had 
shown up on Thursday prepared to hate 
SOFers were wearing their cammies by 
Sunday. 

One of the most interesting shows of 
the whole convention came on Sunday 
when SOF Martial Arts Contributing 
Editor Bob Taylor, who was conducting 
knife-throwing demonstrations all three 
days, took on some of the shooters in a 
knife-vs.-gun contest. 
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The Louisiana 1st Airborne added color 


and color guards to the convention. 


TALL TALES 
FROM TASS 

Because we knew our readers would 
enjoy it, we thought it would be. in¬ 
teresting to see what Tass, the Russian 
government's wire service, had to say 
about our convention: 

In shirts with inscriptions like 
“Worship War;’ 1 “Happiness Is In 
Murder,” with hands clutching at guns 
and rifles -t? this is how the U.S. press 
depicts today the professional gang¬ 
sters and mercenaries ready at a mo¬ 
ment’s notice to rush to far-flung areas 
in order to kill and hang people, and 
overthrow legitimate governments. 
These people have converged on the 
town of Columbia (the state of 
Missouri) to take part in the first 
“Congress” organized by the maga¬ 
zine called “Soldiers of Fortune” 
which specializes in providing publicity 
for mercenaries. Henceforward, such 
gatherings are to be held on an annual 
basis. 

For three days in a row, hundreds of 
professional assassins competed in 
shooting and in the art of using knives 
and daggers. In the breaks between 
shooting competitions they boasted of 
their “feats” during their foreign trips, 
and unblushingly named the number 
of “communists” killed by them. 
Discussions in the conference halls 
centered on plans to give assistance to 
gangs which are now responsible for 
bloody atrocities committed in Af¬ 
ghanistan, Zimbabwe and other coun¬ 
tries. 

Until recently, the holding of such a 
gathering in the United States would 
have been impossible because the U.S. 
legislation prohibits U.S. nationals 
from taking part, for pay, in military 
activities on the side of foreign govern- 



The press took a keen interest in the 
goings-on at the SOF convention. 


ments. However, in conditions of a 
sharp build-up by Washington of the 
military psychosis in the country, open 
propaganda of violence and war is be¬ 
coming the order of the day. “At pres¬ 
ent everything is okay,” said one thug 
who has arrived for the “Congress” 
from the state of Oklahoma. In an in¬ 
terview with the New York Times, 
“The development of events prompts 
us that if s time to begin preparing for 
a war|! - 

The magazine “Soldiers of For¬ 
tune” has published in a large-circu¬ 
lation booklet specifically for the 
gathering of the assassins. The booklet 
has a characteristic title: “The Tech¬ 
nique of Intimidation.” 

The mercenaries can recruit the ser¬ 
vices of different experts in specialized 
armaments and tactics. Such as R. 
Proudlock, who is considered in the 
Michigan police a top-class “arm- 
twisting specialist,” in assassinating 
Vietnamese patriots, as well as Major 
M. Williams, an “expert” on African 
affairs. 

The pomp that characterized the 
reception accorded to the mercenaries 
in Columbia gives one the idea of in¬ 
fluential forces behind the gathering. 
In the words of the New York Daily 
News, the mercenaries had at their 
disposal for three days the fashionable 
Hilton Hotel while the prize to the 
“Best Shooter” amounted, according 
to the New York Times , to a round 
sum of $10,000. 

The two major news outlets in Rus - 
sib are Tass — which means news in 
English — and Pravda — which means 
truth , There is an old proverb in Russia 
which goes: “There is no news in Tass 
and no truth in Pravda. ” 

Perhaps that should be changed 
around 
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Taylor, who says he threw over 600 
times during the three days, took on Bill 
Wilson (who placed fifth overall) and 
others. The rules of the face-off required 
Taylor to stand with his knife in hand and 
back to target while the shooters stood 
facing the target with holstered gun. 

Against Wilson, Taylor won two, had 
two dead-heats and one was not judged. 
Some other shooters did better against the 
tiring Taylor, but he still won some and 
dead-heated with others. 

Meet The Press 

Although some SOFers were a bit put 
out by the press deluge. Figuring that some 
were there with dubious motives, the press 
coverage the convention received was 
generally positive and favorable. 

It gave SOFers a chance to say some 
things to a wide audience across the coun¬ 
try and, to the delight of the press, they 
didn’t often mince words. 

A press sampler: 

By Eric Miller, Dallas Morning News: 

“You know, a lot of people call us 
whackos. But since my return from Rho¬ 
desia, I’ve discovered that the whackos 
are residing in the White House and the 
[U.S.] State Department. Our leaders 
have adopted the notion that it’s better to 
live on your knees than die on your feet. 

“I’m proud of zapping Communists all 
over the world. I’m proud to have par¬ 
taken in that activity. You are brave 
mercenaries and brave men. One thing is 
always worth dying for — and that’s 
freedom.” A quote from Mike Williams. 
By Covey Bean, The Daily Oklahoman: 

“From the far corners of America and 
points overseas, strange men, some carry¬ 
ing guns in their baggage, knives on their 
belts and who-knew-what in their hearts, 
came to Columbia last weekend for the 
first-ever convention of Soldier of For¬ 
tune . 

“That’s the name of a curious military- 
adventure magazine published in Col¬ 
orado by Col. Robert K. Brown, 47, who 
himself is something of a curiosity. In 
camouflage fatigues, bloused boots and a 
black leather jacket with ammo loops, 
Brown is so macho-military that even his 
mustache looks spit-shined.” 

By Sam Richardson, St. Louis Globe- 
Democrat: 

“ ‘I’m here to be around some real men 
for a change, not like those pantywaists 
and pansies in the regular army,’ growled 
retired Marine Col. Brooke Nihart, a 
square-jawed, fiery-eyed conventioneer 
from Washington, D.C.” 

By W.S. Wilson, The Kansas City Star: 

“One conventioneer, a Vietnam vet¬ 
eran, looked across the room crowded 
with camouflage from Rhodesia, Paki¬ 
stan, Italy, the U.S. Army and England, 
as well as Sears and Roebuck. T got hit in 
1967,’ he said. ‘I got out of Great Lakes [a 
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John Donovan delivers introductory message at banquet ceremonies. 


Naval facility near Chicago] in 1968 on a 
pair of sticks. That was when the Chicago 
convention went crazy. 

“ ‘We didn’t get kissed when we came 
back. That hurt. That hurt a lot.’ ” 

By Tom Zito, The Washington Post: 

“ ‘Look,’ he says, ‘I did some mere 
work in Vietnam in 1960, but we’re all 
really just armchair adventurers who suck 
up all these fantasies that Soldier of For¬ 
tune dishes out for $24 a year. A lot of 
guys can’t wait for the next issue to come 
out, but how many of these guys do you 
think can get away from the construction 
gig and the wife and kids to go crawling 
around in the jungle?’ ” 

By Robert Charm, The Boston Globe: 

“You probably think that we arc just a 
bunch of nuts and whackos, but I think 
what we have here are idealists. They 


believe in America. No one’s supposed to 
do that anymore. We’re supposed to feel 
guilty about everything this country ever 
did. But these guys, they believe in 
freedom, they say what they believe 
without any bullshit and they are willing 
to fight and die for it.” Quoting an un¬ 
named SOFer. 

“Let Them Win” 

By Covey Bean, The Daily Oklahoman: 

“There’s enough military experience in 
this room right now, that if you really 
wanted to put together a ‘bad’ outfit, this 
is the place. This is the cream. 

“If they’d let them win, they’d prob¬ 
ably still be in uniform. I’ll tell you one 
thing, if we ever get involved in a conven¬ 
tional war, these will be the guys thecom- 
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Col. Rex Applegate peruses book offerings in the exhibition hall at Ray Chapman range. Photo: H.C. Davis 


puter in Washington will spit out.” Quot¬ 
ing SOFer Jim Resner. 

By Gary Marshall, The Cleveland Plain 
Dealer: 

“An older couple, weary from a day’s 
drive on Interstate 70, seemed worried 
that they were about to spend the night at 
a hotel hosting a Soldier of Fortune con¬ 
vention. They asked the woman at the 
desk if there would be any problems stay¬ 
ing there. 

“ ‘No, ma’am/ the woman replied. 
‘They’re on our side.’ ” 

New VFW 

By Bob Schwabach, Philadelphia Daily 
News: 

“After two days of getting to meet in 
public for the first time in their lives, 
about 50 so-called soldiers of fortune 
went downtown Saturday night to hit the 
bars. They marched three abreast down 
Broadway past the cinema that was play¬ 
ing ‘My Bodyguard,’ and this college 
town had never seen anything quite like it. 

“Fifty men in camouflage suits repre¬ 
sented less than a tenth of the number 
who had responded to a call from the 
fledgling Soldier of Fortune magazine to 
attend the first-ever convention of their 
profession. They came, and drew enough 
press to have covered the inauguration of 
a military junta in some banana republic. 
For the most part, the press was disap¬ 
pointed. 

“What they wanted to see was a bunch 
of hard-bitten mercenaries reminiscing 
about firefights in the African jungle. 
There were a few of those, but for the 
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most part what they saw was a lot of guys 
from the Green Berets, Marines and 
paratroopers — all Vietnam veterans. 
This was their VFW, the first time and 
maybe the only condition under which 
they could now come out and look at each 
other and say they were proud to have 
been there. 

“But where were the mercenaries, the 
real honest-to-god, guts-and-glory bush 
fighters who could light a cigarette and 
take a moment to wipe some dirt off their 
boots while being attacked by a thousand 
howling guerrillas? They were there, too. 

“There were others who would gather 
in small groups at the bar, passing names 
and phone numbers, giving each other a 
quick nod and a handshake and talking 
about places like Bolivia and Colombia 
and South Africa where, as far as anyone 
knows, nothing of this sort is going on.” 
By Robert Charm, The Boston Globe: 

“The townspeople seem pleased to see 
the conventioneers. Hotels and bars are 
filled, and except for one unfounded 
rumor that live dogs were going to be used 
in bayonet practice, the invasion has 
seemed to be no cause for distress. 

“Said one old woman, smiling and 
laughing in denture-clicking delight at a 
fifth rendition of the Marine Corps hymn 
coming from the Hilton Bar: ‘It’s good to 
see young men in uniform again.* ” 

By Tom Zito, The Washington Post: 

“In a real sense, they are the modern- 
day wild bunch, the old dreaming 
desperados rounded up for one last 
maneuver. They do not want to admit that 
there are no more frontiers, not even an 
Alaskan pipeline to conquer. Nor do they 


want to acknowledge that many of their 
girths have expanded considerably since 
they returned to civilian life. 

“But to see and listen to these men is to 
sense a part of America that is all but lost 
now, for good or bad; a sense of absolute 
commitment, a value in self-preservation 
and a belief in guns-and-butter eco¬ 
nomics.” 

For The Cause 

By Sam Richardson, St. Louis Globe 

Democrat: 

“Milford Tatrow said he had driven all 
night Thursday to attend the convention. 
Dressed in fatigues and medals, he was a 
popular figure, relating how he had step¬ 
ped on a 105mm North Vietnamese boo- 
bytrap that, he said with a smile, ‘zipped 
my legs right off’ in 1970. 

“Conventioneer John R. Scharff, 22, 
of Clayton, lost his right leg above the 
knee in a motorcycle accident while serv¬ 
ing with the SeaBees. T went for three 
years without being interested in anything 
after that accident. But this [convention] 
is something I can relate to,’ he said.” 

By Brooke Nihart, Armed Forces Jour¬ 
nal: 

“They [SOFers] revealed that they were 
sober, reflective, up-front American 
fighting men who had fought well for 
their country and the cause of freedom, 
knew why they did it, and were ready to 
fight again for causes in which they believ¬ 
ed.” 

Hear, hear. 

* 
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V THREE- 
WAY WAR 

SOF Author Travels 
With The Troops 

Text & Photos by Edward Rasen 


W hile on assignment for ABC News, I spent almost two months 
in late 1979 and early 1980 traveling throughout Cambodia; 
another month in Thailand, mostly along the Thai-Cambodian 
border; and two weeks in Vietnam. I traveled with Thai army 
soldiers, anti-communist Khmer Serei guerrillas, nationalist Khmer 
Angkor guerrillas, Khmer Rouge guerrillas still loyal to Pol Pot, 
Khmer Rouge and Cambodian security forces loyal to the Heng 
Samrin-led government now ruling Cambodia, and main-force 
Vietnamese army combat units. I think it is the first and only time 
that an American journalist has traveled and reported the war from 
all sides. It may also be the first time that an American has officially 
traveled with Vietnamese army units. 


Vietnamese army troops from Hanoi 










Heng Samrin 
honor guard, 
armed with 
Russian 
Simonov SL 
rifles (SKS), 
which Are 
7.62x39 M43 
rounds, wait for 
parade to form 
up in Phnom 
Penh. 


K*ng Samrin guard at 
Angkor WbI ruins armed 
with Chinese Type 56 rifle 
(notice permanently 
attached folding 
triangular baynn*0- 
Snldier is wearing 
January 7, 1979 
Liberation" medal above 
right pojcket, awarded to 
soldiers that toppled Pol 
Pot regime. 
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Khmer Angkor soldier (anti-Pol Pot. 
anti-Heng Samrin). armed with Chinese 
Type 56-1 assault rifle (China's folding- 
stock copy of Russian AK-47) and 
Chinese stick grenades, which 
generally use picric acid ftUings. 


tilings. 


Despite varying political 
viewpoints, including pro- or anti- 
American sentiment, all the 
Cambodian-Khvner forces welcomed 
and encouraged me to visit and 
travel with them. Food and shelter 
were shared openly and without 
question. Unit commanders allowed 
me to travel freely throughout their 
tactical areas of responsibility 
(TAOR) and always provided soldiers 
for security. The Vietnamese would 
not let me travel in the extreme 
western areas of Cambodia, where 
they were battling Pol Pot-led 
Khmer Rouge for.ces — Vietnamese 
military and political officials feared 
international repercussions if 1 were 
killed or wounded while covering 
the fighting along the Thai- 
C am bod I an border. 

During the course of my travels 
along both sides of the border, I 
became involved in many unusual 
incidents. Several were unpleasant, 
because Thai soldiers did not want 
their activities reported. 

Troop Movement 

When I interviewed Prachak 
Sawangjit, deputy commander of the 
Thai 2nd Combined Force stationed 
along the border, he realized that 
the Pol Pot forces have troops inside 
Thailand, close to the Cambodian 
border. “Thailand’s policy is to ask 
all parties crossing the border into 
Thai territory to lay down arms,” he 
said. He admitted that it was 
difficult to enforce the policy since 
Thai forces only number about 
5,000 along the border. 

Thai mllltaTy-tntellrgence officials 
claim the Vietnamese are moving 
over 30,000 combat troops and 
support personnel with armor and 
artillery to within five miles of 
Thailand in order to attack the Pol 
Pot-led Khmer Rouge (KR) 
guerrillas. 

The KR guerrillas and leaders of 
“Angka,” the radical-communist 
political organization that ruled 
Cambodia from 17 April 1975 to 7 
January 1979, have established 
sanctuaries in the dense jungles of 
western Cambodia and the 
Cardamom mountain range that 
borders Thailand. The Pol Pot 1st 
Army Division is headquartered on 
the Cambodian border near Ban 
Nong Pru, Thailand, just south oi 
Phnom Malai. 

Since their fall in 1979, the KR 
have been receiving ammunition, 
foodstuffs and medical supplies 
from the Thai army, which In turn is 
being supplied by the United States. 
(During 1980, Thailand received a 
special $400 million U-S- military- 
aid package in order to protect its 
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border.) The KR are purchasing 
supplies (rpm the Thais with money 
provided by the People s Republic of 
China. 

China has also purchased over 
100.0(H) tons of rice from Thailand, 
which it is openly supplying to the 
Pol Pot forces. H If Thailand needs 
arms to defend itself against 
potential Vietnamese aggression, 
China is willing to supply them,” 
staled Chen Jie + China's vice* 
minister of trade. “China will help, 
npi only in providing food, but also 
military materiel, so that Thailand 
may preserve its independence. We 
are going to help because It will be 
a pist struggle/" Ironically, China is 
also arming the Thai Communist 
Party guerrilla forces, now battling 
the Thai army in other parts of 
Thailand. 

Aid or Sabotage 

The official Cambodian 
government considers LL8, aid to 
Thailand for Cambodian refugee 
programs part of a plan to supply 
Pol Pot's remnant forces along the 
border of Thailand. Recent U,S, 
promises to provide an additional 
5 70 million to Thailand for 
Cambodian refugee centers is 
viewed as a "deliberate plan by the 
United States to sabotage the 
rebuilding of Cambodia/' according 
to Hun Sen, Cambodia's minister for 
foreign affairs. 

M The United States and Thailand 
continue to Interfere in our internal 
affairs by providing aid to the Pol 
Pot forces, which murdered over 2*/2 
million of our people/' he said In 
Phnom Penh, Cambodia's capital. 
d We don't understand President 
Carter's so-called Tiu man-rights 
policy.' How can he talk about 
human rights and then support Pol 
Pot and lung Saru r who are 
responsible for the worst genocide 
in modern history and for the 
murder of U.S. citizens in 
Cambodia?" 

White I was visiting KR supply 
camps inside Thailand, Thai soldiers 
In U.S. 2Y?-ton trucks delivered five 
or six tons of rice to one of them. 
Unarmed female KR soldiers 
repacked and carried the 50-kilo 
sacks to KR military camps inside 
Cambodia- Comrade. Thoun, a black¬ 
haired, skinny, 45-year-old Sino- 
Khmer was directing the resupply 
operation. Thoun r the KR area 
commander, agreed to escort me to 
the KR military camps. 

As we walked along the trail to a 
rice warehouse, we passed hundreds 
of women carrying rice back to the 
camp. 

50 stujiiMHiK ronrusi! 



ABOVE: Vietnamese 5th Division 
Armored Recovery Vehicle (AftU). 
Base for AHV 1$ modified Russian 
T-54 or Chinese Type 55, In two-part 
Clipolu either the Vietnamese or 
Chinese have mounted 7,62mm 
machine gnu to compfemenl 12.7mm 
D$hK Antiaircraft gun (note anti¬ 
aircraft sight on the 12.7mm). Vehicle 
also has mounted jib crane, probably 
used to tow s|uch vehicles. 


Thoun said, "It takes the porters 
another one pi two days to move the 
rice to the troops fighting the 
Vietnamese.” A| the warehouse, we 
did not see any Thai army troops or 
representatives of any international 
organizations. 

Thoun explained that an informal 
arrangement had been worked out 
with the Thai military: the Pol Pot 
army could send unarmed porters 
into Thailand to pick up supplies. 

The rice warehouses and the 
presence of Thai troops in Cambodia 
confirm unofficial remarks made by 
a U.S. State Department official in 
Aranyaprathet — the center for all 
military and relief aid for the area — 
that the Thai government is using 
the Pol Pot troops to create a buffer 
zone, and using the situation to 
solicit additional military and 
financial aid from the U.S. 

Thoun, a Marxist intellectual who 
studied at the Sorbonne in Paris and 
lived in Europe from 1959 to 1969, 
joined the Khmer Rouge in 1972. 

He wholeheartedly supported the 
actions and the social reorganization 
initiated by Pal Pot, leng Sary and 
Khiev Samphan — the Cambodian 
intellectuals inspired by former 
Chinese premier Mao Tse Tung's 
Cultural Revolution. Thoun spoke 
with pride about the elimination of 
money from his society and of the 
state's provision of the means of life 




holds Sovlci 
rocket launcher with. PG-7 
grenade. 


Division soldiers atop 
tank. Note Russian 


for its people. He dismissed reports 
of mass murders and placed all 
blame on Vietnam. 

Thoun, a former ministerial charge 
d' affaires in the Angka government, 
declared, "It is not a matter of 
politics anymore. It is a matter of 
survival. The Pol Pot troops will 
fight until death because they will 
be killed if captured.” 

Continued on page 55 
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Tfi)rte0n-year-old Khmer Serel fIgty 
with AKM at guerrllla base iiV - * 
Cambodia’s Battambang^Prcmlpce. 


Is Thailand Next? 


Text & Photos by Robert J. Caldwell 


A MERICANS who served in Vietnam 
and took their R&R in Thailand no 
doubt remember the Kingdom of Siam as 
a tranquil oasis light years away from the 
death struggle back in ’Nam. 

Things have changed. Indochina's new 
war — actually a continuation of the first 
two — is spilling over into Thailand and 
threatening to add this U.S. ally to 
Hanoi’s hit list. 

The flash point is the Thai-Cambodian 
border where Vietnamese “Bo-Doi” and 
troopers of the Royal Thai Army face 
each other across a harrowing no-man’s 
land populated by refugees, smugglers, 
bandits and thousands of Cambodian 
guerrillas. 

Now that the dry season has begun, the 
news from this corner of the world is like¬ 
ly to get a lot worse before it gets better. 

My own tour of the border began with a 
four-hour taxi ride from Bangkok to 
Aranyaprathet, a dingy district capital 
five kilometers from the Cambodian fron¬ 
tier. 

For most of the way, the scenery of¬ 
fered no hint of the turmoil along the 
border. Thailand is prosperous by the 
standards of Southeast Asia and the long 
ride east from Bangkok yielded peaceful 


vistas of scattered villages, lush rice pad¬ 
dies and farmers working their land be¬ 
hind water buffaloes or motorized tillers. 

Ghost Camp 

The reverie ended abruptly 20 kilo¬ 
meters west of Aranyaprathet. A huge 
water tower just off the highway marked 
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He has written extensively on political 
and military developments in South¬ 
east Asia. 


the site of the abandoned Sa Kaeo refugee 
camp. Sa Kaeo once housed 70,000 Cam¬ 
bodians, nearly all Khmer Rouge. Some 
had been moved to other camps, others 
had returned to Cambodia. All that re¬ 
mained was a 40-acre compound littered 
with debris and the stark frames of bam¬ 
boo huts. 

I remembered the photographs taken at 
Sa Kaeo of starving children, their eyes 
staring from aged faces. It was here that 
the Khmer Rouge had lashed an emaci¬ 
ated, 11-year-old boy to a cross for steal¬ 
ing a handful of rice. And it was here that 
Rosalynn Carter had wept tears of shock 
and pity. 

Even devoid of refugees, Sa Kaeo was 
haunting — an eerie ghost town ringed 
with barbed wire. 

Pushing on, we passed the base camp of 
the Thai army’s 4th Armored Regiment 
and, a few kilometers beyond, the field 
headquarters of the 1st Division. The 
Thais had been digging in along the 
border ever since the Vietnamese invasion 
of Cambodia and they clearly expected 
trouble. Unit perimeters featured 
camouflaged bunkers and concertina 
wire. At the 4th Armored base camp, M41 
and M48 tanks sited to cover the highway 


FEBRUARY/81 


SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 51 






sat hull-down behind earthen embank¬ 
ments. 

Border Town Blues 

Aranyaprathet, thriving off the big 
bucks of the refugee industry, neverthe¬ 
less turned out to be no haven for the 
casual tourist. The best of its three ram¬ 
shackle hotels lacked nearly every imag¬ 
inable amenity, including, on occasion, 
electricity. 

There was one nightspot — the Aran 
Cafe — one cinema, one bank, a post of¬ 
fice, hospital, border customs post (closed 
for obvious reasons) and the usual jumble 
of noodle shops and sidewalk vendors. 

The 20,000 locals feigned indifference 
to the war just across the border. But they 
could hardly forget: Aranyaprathet was 
crawling with Thai soldiers in battle 
fatigues, and darkness often brought the 
muffled boom of Vietnamese artillery 
shelling Khmer Rouge guerrillas. 

Aranyaprathet sits in what is known as 
the Wathana Gap, the forested flatlands 
that stretch along the Cambodian border 
from the foothills of the Cardamom 
Mountains in the south to the Dangrek 
Range in the north — a distance of just 
over 100 kilometers. It is a natural inva¬ 
sion route into Thailand and offers the 
fewest natural obstructions for Cambo¬ 
dian refugees seeking food and sanctuary 
on the Thai border. 

Human Leftovers 

In late 1979 and early 1980, more than 
half-a-million Cambodians reached the 
border one step ahead of famine and the 
Vietnamese army. 

Nearly 200,000 had then been transfer¬ 
red to “holding centers'’ inside Thailand. 
The Thai government, already burdened 
with several hundred thousand Laotian 
and Vietnamese refugees, refused to grant 
permanent sanctuary to the Cambodians. 
They were classified as illegal aliens, 
which left the Thais the option of 
repatriating them. 

Many of those not accepted for transfer 
to holding centers drifted back into Cam¬ 
bodia. 

The remainder, perhaps 200,000, linger¬ 
ed along the border in camps and resist¬ 
ance bases controlled either by the Khmer 
Rouge or by anti-communist groups who 
call themselves Khmer Serei (Free Cambo¬ 
dians). 

To work the border, \ needed transpor¬ 
tation, an interpreter and someone who 
knew which back road led from point A to 
point B. Sing, a Thai stringer for Kyodo 
news service, offered himself and his Ford 
pickup for 500 baht ($25) per day, plus 
gas. Deal. 

Roughly speaking, the Khmer Serei 
were dominant north of Aranyaprathet 
while the Khmer Rouge were operating 
from border bases further south. 
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It didn’t take long to discover that the 
Khmer Serei areas resembled one big 
Dodge City. The anti-communists were 
split into a bewildering maze of factions, 
each competing for control of the camps 
and the lucrative black-market trade 
flourishing on both sides of the border. 

Lethal little fire fights involving rival 
groups of Khmer Serei guerrillas, free¬ 
lance bandits and black marketeers were 
routine. During the first half of 1980, 
there were pitched battles between hun¬ 
dreds of guerrillas for control of the 
sprawling refugee shantytowns that strad¬ 
dled the border. 

In subsequent months things had qui¬ 
eted down, but the International Red 
Cross medical teams that visited the 
camps were still evacuating 20 to 30 
wounded guerrillas and civilians each 
week. 

The guerrillas also, of course, had to 
worry about the Vietnamese. Last June, 
several Khmer Serei camps were overrun 
by Vietnamese infantry and hundreds of 
Cambodians were killed or wounded. Ev¬ 
erybody knew it could happen again at 
any time. 

The guerrillas recognized that they were 
no match for the heavily armed and vastly 
larger Vietnamese forces. 

The typical Khmer Serei soldier was a 
teenager toting a beat-up M16 or AK-47. 
Training was haphazard or nonexistent 
and ammunition was in pathetically short 
supply. As for heavy weapons, I saw only 
one — a new Chinese-model 75mm recoil¬ 
less rifle — during visits to Nong Chan 
and Nong Samet, the two largest Khmer 
Serei camps. 

All this helped explain the fierce com¬ 
petition for control of the black-market 
trade along the border. The weapons and 
ammunition that had to be purchased on 
the Thai black market didn’t come cheap. 
For the guerrillas, the only answer was to 
cut themselves in on the illicit flow of Thai 
goods into Cambodia. Some of this com¬ 
merce involved international relief sup¬ 
plies. 

The Price of Survival 

Armchair moralists will condemn this 
from the comfort and safety of their living 
rooms. But Cambodians lucky enough to 
have survived the holocaust of the last 10 
years might be forgiven for having 
developed a less refined code of self- 
preservation. 

The Khmer Serei at Nong Chan were 
eager to arrange an interview for me with 
Kong Sileah, the 45-year-old former naval 
officer who commanded the camp and 
served as president of MOULINAKA, the 
Movement for the National Liberation of 
Kampuchea. 

Kong Sileah had been deep inside Cam¬ 
bodia checking on his guerrillas operating 
around the Tonle Sap — the Great Lake 
130 kilometers east of the Thai border. 

His base of operations was a guerrilla 


Anti-communist Cambodian 
guerrillas with AKM rifles — 
members of “Movement for the 
National Liberation of Kampuchea.” 
Photo taken at Nong Chan on 
Cambodian side of border. 


camp just over the border in Cambodia 
and adjacent to the main refugee settle¬ 
ment at Nong Chan. 

Kong Sileah was a bit vague on the 
precise number of guerrillas fielded by 
MOULINAKA, but he said his forces 
were organized into three “brigades.” An 
intelligence contact in Bangkok later scof¬ 
fed at that and guessed that Kong Sileah 
might have enough men to form three bri¬ 
gade headquarters. 

A Pledge To Fight 

Whatever his real strength, Kong Sileah 
was candid enough to admit that the third 
of his forces operating behind Vietnamese 
lines were accomplishing little more than 
nuisance raids, a fact he attributed to a 
chronic shortage of arms and especially 
ammunition. 

Still, he pledged to fight on for however 
long it took to persuade the Vietnamese 
that Cambodia wasn’t worth the candle. 
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Sadly, Kong Sileah won’t be around to 
savor victory if it ever comes. Six weeks 
after I interviewed him, he was dead — a 
victim of cerebral malaria. The leadership 
of MOULINAKA passed to one of hi£ 
lieutenants, 47-year-old Chea Chuth. 

The Khmer Serei forces at Nong Samet, 
a border camp about 15 kilometers north 
of Nong Chan, appeared to be marginally 
better equipped than their counterparts 
under Kong Sileah. 
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Thai infantry patrol carries 
Cl.S.-made Ml6s on stretch of road 
less than one kilometer from 
Cambodian border. 


Weapons — the usual assortment of 
M16s, AK-47s, M79s, RPG-7s, and B-40s 
— were newer. Ammunition was more 
plentiful and perhaps half of the guerrillas 
sported relatively new jungle fatigues sus¬ 
piciously similar to those issued by the 
Thai army. 


When I happened upon the spanking- 
new recoilless rifle, the Khmer Serei of¬ 
ficer instructing a platoon in its use left no 
doubt that photographs were forbidden. 

Either these guerrillas were making a 
fortune on the black market or they were 
getting help from the Thais. I guessed the 
latter. 

Clue number one was that the Khmer 
Serei at Nong Samet were advertising their 
support for the Sereikar, otherwise known 
as the Khmer People’s National Libera¬ 
tion Front. 

A hand-lettered sign, in English, near 
the entrance to the camp proclaimed: 
“We support the policy of neutral liberty 
and Buddhism.” Notwithstanding the 
garbled syntax, it was a reasonable fac¬ 
simile of the Sereikar program. 

Sereikar And Human Rights 

The Khmer People’s National Libera¬ 
tion Front, formed from the 1979 union 
of five Khmer Serei groups, is the closest 
thing anti-communist Cambodians have 
to a broadly based political movement 
capable of rallying a solid majority of the 
population. The KPNLF platform advo¬ 
cates scrupulous respect for human rights, 
a return to Buddhism and traditional 
Cambodian values and a neutral foreign 
policy backed by international guarantees 
once the Vietnamese withdraw or are 
driven from Cambodia. 

Last April, the Sereikar were sufficient¬ 
ly well organized to conduct a clandestine 
“national congress” in northwestern 
Cambodia. Representatives from all but 
two of the country’s provinces were pres¬ 
ent. 

Son Sann, a respected former adviser 
and prime minister in the pre-1970 govern¬ 
ment of Prince Norodom Sihanouk, was 
selected as president of the KPNLF, and 
the front’s military forces were placed un¬ 
der the command of Gen. Dien Del, a 
highly regarded officer who served both 
Sihanouk and Lon Nol. 

The best estimates — the Sereikar them¬ 
selves declined comment — placed the 
military strength of the KPNLF at be¬ 
tween 5,000 and 10,000 guerrillas oper¬ 
ating from a dozen bases, many of them 
in northwestern Cambodia. 

It was no secret in Bangkok that the 
Thai government looked with favor on the 
Sereikar movement. Likewise, it was 
universally assumed that the Sereikar 
received arms, and probably training as 
well, from the Thai army. 

Naturally, the Thais denied this, as did 
the Sereikar representative in Bangkok. 
There were, after all, seven Vietnamese 
divisions within striking distance of the 
Thai border. 

Thus the reluctance of the Khmer Serei 
officer at Nong Samet to have his recoil¬ 
less rifle photographed. The likely ex¬ 
istence of a covert aid program to the 
Sereikar would also explain the Thai ar¬ 
my’s refusal to allow foreign journalists to 
enter border areas north of Nong Samet 
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that were controlled by the KPNLF. 

Officially, the Thai army also pro¬ 
hibited visits by foreign journalists to 
Khmer Rouge bases on Cambodian soil 
south of Aranyaprathet. But that didn’t 
preclude junior officers at remote border 
outposts from taking a less rigid view of 
things. 

Even so, the infantry lieutenant Sing 
and I jawboned one drizzly afternoon in¬ 
sisted on keeping my camera and almost 
everything else I had as insurance for a 
prompt return. I remember hoping that 
the Khmer Rouge would be no less con¬ 
cerned about my welfare. 

New Party Line 

Beginning last March, the Khmer 
Rouge leadership had gone to consider¬ 
able lengths to persuade the West, and the 
Cambodian people, that the old policies 
of Marxist revolution enforced by mass 
murder on a genocidal scale had been 
abandoned. Pol Pot was a butcher, but he 
wasn’t stupid. He and others in the Khmer 
Rouge high command — the infamous 
“Angka” — knew that their movement 
was doomed unless it received sustaining 
transfusions of outside support. 

The new Khmer Rouge pitch was that 
all Cambodians should forget the past and 
unite in the struggle against the common 
enemy — Vietnam. In exchange for this 
united front, Pol Pot, Ieng Sary and 
Khiev Samphan promised piously to sup¬ 
port proposals for U.N.-supervised elec¬ 
tions and a genuinely democratic govern¬ 
ment for Cambodia. Viola , a new day! 

Apparently, the KRs at Khlong Wha 
that afternoon hadn’t gotten the word on 
the new policy of sweetness and light. The 
people Sing and I encountered as we 
crossed a bamboo footbridge and strolled 
into the jungle camp were sullen and 
hostile. 

The Survivors 

Khlong Wha’s population seemed to 
consist mostly of women, a few children 
and middle-aged men. Among the Khmer 
Rouge, virtually every able-bodied male 
between the ages of 14 and 40 had been 
pressed into service as a resistance fighter 
against the Vietnamese. And, of course, 
tew sernor citizens survived in the Cam¬ 
bodia of Pol Pot. 

Despite the work parties tending the 
camp’s patches of cultivated land or erec¬ 
ting new bamboo-frame structures, the 
place was deathly silent. No one talked — 
to us or each other. 

People stared as we passed. Smiles were 
not returned. 

Suddenly, a young Khmer Rouge sol¬ 
dier, dressed in faded, Chinese-style 
fatigues and wearing the Mao cap favored 
by Pol Pot’s forces, stepped onto the trail 
behind us and announced his presence 
with a shout. 

Sing explained that we had come to see 
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the camp commander. 

Without a word, the guerrilla led us to a 
small compound atop a knoll. Presently, 
two men emerged from a nearby hut — an 
interpreter in his 20s and Khlong Wha’s 
commissar, a 47-year-old political officer 
named Hep Sou. 

Army Of Charles Mansons 

Someone once likened the Khmer 
Rouge to an army of Charles Mansons. 
Hep Sou fit the part: he had a stare that 
could have cracked granite. 

1 spent the next 10 minutes nervously 
explaining why I had failed to obtain writ¬ 
ten permission to enter Cambodia from 
Pech Bunret, Pol Pot’s shadowy diplo- 



Thai army outpost near 
Cambodian border protected by 
punjii sticks and sandbags. 


matic representative in Bangkok. In fact, 
I hadn’t bothered because Bunret was 
known to keep journalists waiting for 
months — only to deny their applications. 

But Hep Sou would not have liked that 
explanation, so I told him that my efforts 
to reach Bunret had been in vain. 

1 was relieved when it became apparent 
that this oversight was not a killing of¬ 
fense. 

Portions of the ensuing interview were 
pure newspcak. In response to one 
delicately worded question, for example, 
Hep Sou summarily dismissed reports of 
human-rights violations during the Khmer 
Rouge regime as nothing more than “in¬ 
ventions of Vietnamese propaganda.” 

He was.somewhat more forthcoming on 
the military situation. He reported the 
total number of Khmer Rouge guerrillas 


as 60,000 — only double the accepted 
estimate among Thai and American in¬ 
telligence officers. 

Hep Sou explained that most of the 
Khmer Rouge army was organized into 
10-man guerrilla teams sent into the in¬ 
terior with orders to kill at least an equal 
number of Vietnamese before the end of 
the rainy season. 

While most of the Khmer Rouge were 
indeed fighting as guerrillas, the string of 
border bases south of Aranyaprathet, in¬ 
cluding Khlong Wha, had to be perma¬ 
nently defended against Vietnamese at¬ 
tacks. The border bases were essential as 
collection points and conduits for human¬ 
itarian aid — foodstuffs and medicines — 
and the arms paid for by China and smug¬ 
gled across the border while Thai 
authorities looked the other way. 

So, a few kilometers east of Khlong 
Wha, about 2,000 Khmer Rouge infantry 
were clinging to a range of rugged, jungle- 
covered hills of which the dominant peak 
was known as Phnom Malai Mountain. 

Successive Vietnamese regiments, back¬ 
ed by tanks and artillery, had been trying 
for eight months to take Phnom Malai. 
But the Khmer Rouge were still there, and 
Hep Sou insisted that the Vietnamese 
would continue to fail because the guer¬ 
rillas kept cutting the one road available 
to the attackers to supply their assault 
forces. 

He also attributed the sluggish perform¬ 
ances of the Vietnamese to a soaring 
malaria rate and the reluctance of drafted 
South Vietnamese to fight in Hanoi’s 
cause. That concurred with what I had 
heard elsewhere. 

Hep Sou and a political cadre I later in¬ 
terviewed at the Khmer Rouge camp of 
Khlong Mai Thorn offered convincingly 
graphic accounts of the effects of poison 
gas used by the Vietnamese — nausea, 
vomiting of blood, loss of motor control, 
coma, death. 

But then, the Khmer Rouge were no 
slouches in the killing department either. 

In short, a thoroughly dirty war. 

The Thais were trying desperately to 
keep this unholy mess on the Cambodian 
side of the border. As Bangkok saw it, the 
guerrillas — communist and anti-com¬ 
munist alike — were the last buffer be¬ 
tween an 'unprepared Thailand and ag¬ 
gressors the Thais view as the Prussians of 
Southeast Asia. 

Waiting Out The Rain 

Nearly everyone I spoke to anticipated 
one or more Vietnamese offensives aimed 
at crushing the guerrillas along the border 
once the rains ended in December. If the 
guerrillas simply fall back into Thailand, 
it’s an even bet that the Vietnamese will 
follow. What happens then is anyone’s 
guess. 


Continued on page 82 
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ABOVE: Militia from Stung Treng 
Province on parade in Phnom Penh. 
Men are armed with Ml6 rifles. 

CAMBODIA 

Continued from page 50 

1 met Thoun near Ban Nong Pru, 
in Thailand — a village 
approximately 25 kilometers south 
of Aranyaprathet, where National 
Highway 5 links Thailand and 

BELOW: Youthful Heng Samrin 
provincial soldier armed with 
American M16 and two Chinese stick 
grenades. 



Cambodia. Dirt roads and trails run 
along the border. In a few places. 
Chinese army trucks bearing Khmer 
Rouge military markings lie 
abandoned. Slowly advancing 
Vietnamese army units have pushed 
the Khmer Rouge back to the Thai 
border. 

Several kilometers to the east, a 
narrow river serves as the border. At 
one point, a small bridge, made of 
two downed trees, links Thailand 
with Cambodia. While we were 
walking toward the bridge, Thai 
soldiers dressed in camouflage 
“tiger” suits and carrying 
U.S.-supplied Ml6s, M60s and 
M79s, walked through the elephant 
grass on another trail. They neither 
stopped nor acknowledged our 
presence. 

Crossing into Cambodia, 1 saw a 
group of soldiers gathered along the 
trail. I began filming, and through 
the telephoto lens I saw several 
wooden ammunition crates. Some 
soldiers pointed and ran toward 
Thoun and me. They pushed my 
camera aside and jabbed Ml6s 
against my chest and back. AH the 
soldiers were Thai, with Thai army 
insignias on their uniforms. 

1 showed them my passport and 
kept saying, “American, United 
States.” The Thais knocked the 
passport to the ground, grabbed my 
movie camera and opened it. 

A Thai army sergeant was yelling 
and scareaming at Thoun. When he 
stopped, Thoun called to several 
young, black-clad KR guerrillas, who 
ran to replace the soldiers holding 
me. After more shouting, Thoun 
bowed his head to the Thai troops 
and ordered the KR soldiers to take 


me into the woods. Aftei walking 
several hundred meters deeper into 
Cambodia, the young guerrillas 
pushed me to the ground and started 
firing. A few minutes later, Thoun 
appeared, helped me to my feet, 
ordered one of the soldiers to give 
me some water and led me several 
miles along the trail away from 
Thailand. 

Thoun said the Thais had ordered 
him to kill me and warned him not 
to bring another journalist to the 
camps. He said he did not like the 
Thais, but the KR needed their help 
in order to fight the Vietnamese. 
Thoun said he was grateful to the 
U.S. for its support of Pol Pot forces 
at the United Nations. (Ironically, 
the Pol Pot-led Khmer Rouge was 
violently anti-U.S. when they ruled 
Cambodia, and as recently as 
January 1979 murdered U-S. 
civilians captured from boats off the 
Cambodian coast.) 

At Pol Pot 1st Army Headquarters 
we met Comrade Som, Thoun’s 
deputy, who also expressed 
gratitude to the United States for 
supporting the Pol Pot forces — 
especially at the United Nations . 

The Carter administration went to 
the UN in October 1979 and. in 
concert with its new-found friend. 
China, asked the international 
community to recognize and seat 
the deposed Pol Pot regime rather 
than the Vietnamese-supported 
Heng Samrin government. 

Comrade Som said, "There are 
almost 60.000 Pol Pot supporters 
within 10 miles of the headquarters 
camp.” 

Inside the camp, the majojiiy of 
the 1,000 soldiers present were Mitr 
Naree - women and young girls 
dressed in black riouscTs and shirts, 
the uniform of the Pol Pot army. 
They huddled under plastic; shelters, 
their multi-colored headscatves. 
used to carry rice, making bright 
splashes against the sombre 
background of their uniforms. 

Some of the soldiers in the camp 
carried weapons. The majority of the 
wounded and diseased Pol Pot 
soldiers had been carried hy their 
families into Thai refugee camps 
during the previous weeks. 

In fact, one of the ironies of the 
war and the relief aid and supplies 
provided by international agencies 
such as International Committee of 
the Red Cross (ICRC), the UN, 
Catholic Relief Services i 

World Vision, is that in the border 
areas large numbers of Pol Pot army 
troops are being treated. Since the 
troops leave their weapons with 
comrades inside Cambodia, it is 
difficult to refuse them treatment. 

The military and political situation 
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ABOVE: Heng 
Samrin unit of 
female nurses 
on parade in 
Phnom Penh. 
Two women in 
front are 
armed with 
AK-47 rifles. 


LEFT: Khmer 
girl from Stung 
Treng Province 
in northern 
Cambodia, 
near Laos. 
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LEFT: Cambodian soldier loyal to Heng Samrln 
government, fighting with Vietnamese army near 
Am Leang* carries sack of rice on head and AK-47. 


BELOW: Female security militia from Stung Treng 
and Dratie Provinces daring parade in Phnom 
Penh on 7 January 1980 celebrating first 
anniversary of Heng Samrin government. Women 
in front are carrying AK»47 rifles. 
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along the Thai border is ever- 
changing and therefore confusing. 
Thais battle Vietnamese, 

Vietnamese battle Khmer Rouge. 
Khmer Rouge battle Khmer Serei. 
Khmer Seiei battle Khmer Angkor. 
Alliances shift dally, and the Thais 
poLiUcidiy exploit the situation with 
the help of the U.S, embassy in 
Bangkok. 

J found the Thai army the most 
difficult to deal with. It is very 
coTTiipl. Many Thai commanders and 
soldiers are exploiting the situation 
along the border for their own 
personal gain. Ammunition and food 
supplies are sold to all Cambodian 
guerrilla forces without regard to 
politics. 

In late 1979 and throughout 1980 
the Thai army allowed black 
markets to operate along the border. 
Unofficial taxes are levied on 
Cambodians who visit the markets. 
Rapes of Cambodian women by Thai 
soldiers are reported by the 
refugees. 

During November 1979, following 
an alleged rape, some anti¬ 
communist Khmer Serei guerrillas 
beat several Thai soldiers who 
supposedly were responsible for the 
crime. That day, the Thais closed 
the black market near the Khmer 
Serei camp ar Afong 5amet, I 
happened to be filming events at the 
market vubeu armed Thai soldiers 
closed the operation. They also tried 
to prevent me from filming their 
presence. 

Rack in Bangkok that night, I told 
another ABC News producer and his 
cameraman about the day's events. 
The nexl day, he and his crew, and 
an NBC-News crew, visited the 
Khmer Serei camp near Nong 
Samet, During their visit, the camp 
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was shelled by mortars and a 
number of refugees were killed and 
wounded. All the members of both 
news teams said the shelling had 
come from Thailand. 

The next day, the Thai government 
and the U.S. embassy issued press 
releases stating that the Vietnamese 
had shelled the refugee camp. That 
night, both ABC and NBC sent 
reports via satellite to their evening 
news network shows in New York 


BELOW: Heng Samrin provincial in 
SDF (Self Defense Forces) armed with 
Ml6 rifle (note top of Chinese stick 
grenade protruding from belt. 



LEFT: Vietnamese army soldiers in 
provincial capital of Batlamhang. Note 
soldiers' Light fp-een NVA sun helmets, 
erroneously termed "pith helmets" by 
Americans during Vietnam war. 
Soldiers have relatively rare circular 
metal insignia with five-pointed gold 
star on red enamelled background 
edged with gold wreath of rice stalks, 

which accused the Thai army of 
shelling the camps- 

That same evening, Peter Collins, 
the CBS News correspondent 
heading operations in Thailand at 
the time, took the press releases 
and reread the accusations against 
the Vietnamese during the Walter 
Cronkite show. Neither Collins nor 
anyone else from CBS had been Ui 
the border during the previous 
several days. Neither the 
Vietnamese nor fhe Cambodians let 
Collins visit their countries. 

When I visited the country, the 
brunt of fighting in western 
Cambodia by Vietnamese forces was 
borne by two main-force 4tli Corps 
divisions — the 7th and the 431st. 
The two units were part of the relief 
force which helped the Vietnamese 
9th Division break out of 
encirclement by Pol Pot units east 
of Korn pong Chur mg. 

The 431st, a relatively new 
division, first appeared in the 
Vietnamese order of battle in Life 
1976. In early 1980, it was 
skirmishing with Khmer Rouge and 
Khmer Serei resistance groups 
operating west of Highway 69, 
between Svay Chek, I 5 miles north 
of Sisophon, and the Vietnamese 
garrison at Samrong. At Samrong. 
the 302nd Division was blocking 
and moving north. (The Viets call 
the 302nd the 72nd.) 

The 7th Division, a former Viet 
Cong unit decimated during the 
1968 Tet offensive and later rebuilt 
with northern troops, was slowly 
pushing back the 8.000 to 12 h f)00 
Khmer Rouge guerrillas occupying 
the rugged 60-mile strip along the 
Thai border, between PuLpet on 
Highway 5 and the fonuer gem¬ 
mining town of Pailin to the 
southeast. 

At Pailin, the 309th Division was 
blocking north of the town. The 
309th is also called the 59th and 
was on temporary additional duly 
from the 5th M.R. in northeast 
Cambodia. 

Prutecting Poipet (site of the 4th 
Corps “hatllefiont HQ 7 '} was the 
Vietnamese 5th Division, also 
referred to as the 75th {adopting the 
number of the military region). 

Attached to each division was a 
border-security regiment, the latter 
utilized mostly to guard bridges and 
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other static security duties. 

A sixth division, the 310th, which 
was a main-force unit in Vietnam 
during the war, was stationed at 
Kompong Cham and later moved to 
the 7th Military Region HQ at Siem 
Reap with one regiment assigned to 
the Poipet-Nimit area where it 
replaced a Cambodian-militia unit. 

Additionally, at least two Dac 
Cong special-operations units were 
conducting long-range 
reconnaissance patrols along the 
Thai border. One unit was operating 
in the heavy jungle north of Pailin, 
and another 300-man force had 
patrols operating south of the 
Phnom Malai mountain stronghold 
directly opposite Ta Prik and Gai 
Thaun — the two points on the Thai 
border where 60,000 Pol Pot 
followers crossed into Thailand in 
October 1979. 

The Dac Cong units were used 
primarily to identify supply routes, 
mine secondary trails and pinpoint 
Khmer Rouge concentrations. 

During January 1980, the 
Vietnamese units had the Khmer 
Rouge pushed into a four-mile-wide 
corridor west of Phnom Malai and 
east of the Thai border. 

General Van Tien Dung, chief 
architect of Hanoi’s 1975 victory, 
was commander-in-chief of 
Vietnamese forces in Cambodia. He 
is known for detailed planning and 
strong logistical support. 

Whenever I met Vietnamese army 
soldiers, they assumed 1 was French. 
When they learned I was an 
American, they would often stare in 
fascination. The young, combat 
infantry troops treated me like a 
movie star; the officers and NCOs 
who had fought against the U.S. 
were completely bewildered by my 
presence, but most took a liking to 
me quickly. 

When I visited Kompong Cham, 
today a major supply-distribution 
point for international agencies such 
as UNICEF, ICRC and OXFAM, as 
well as the Vietnamese army, 
Vietnamese soldiers provided 
security for the city, the roads and 
the river ferries. 

Kompong Cham in eastern 
Cambodia is situated along the 
Mekong River and National Highway 
7. The city was a major trading port 
during the French-colonial era; 
toward Vietnam to the east are 
Chup, Tapao and Mimot, some of 
the largest natural rubber 
plantations in the world. 

During 1970, U.S. and South 
Vietnamese troops invaded 
Cambodia and battled Khmer 
Rouge, North Vietnamese and Viet 
Cong units which were using the 


plantations as sanctuaries. During 
December 1979, Vietnamese and 
anti-Pol Pot Cambodian forces 
invaded Cambodia and battled 
Khmer Rouge forces entrenched in 
those plantations. 

Kompong Cham and Kompong 
Cham Province have been 
devastated both by the fighting and 
by U.S. bombing. When the Paris 
Peace Agreement ended the 
bombing of Vietnam and Laos in 
1973, the might of the entire U.S. 
Seventh Air Force was turned 
against Cambodia. The bombing was 
so intense that, at one stage, 81 
B-52s were flying daily raids — 
against Vietnam the maximum had 
been 60 per day. During the first 
half of 1973, more than 250,000 
tons of bombs were dropped on 
Cambodia; on Japan during all of 
WWII the United States dropped 
160,000 tons of bombs. 

On one of my trips I headed east 
from Kompong Cham to Chup, 
ferrying across the Mekong with a 
Vietnamese army unit in a Chinese 
T-54 tank. The Vietnamese 
commander was a rugged, old, 
battle-scarred veteran who had spent 
eight years fighting against the U.S. 
and South Vietnamese forces. The 
tank crew and infantry troops were 
kids who had been in Cambodia for 
just over six months. 

I was wearing a U.S. jungle-fatigue 
shirt, jungle boots, camouflage silk 
scarf and Levi jeans, and standing 
with the commander next to the 
turret. He was pointing out various 
battlesites along the river. As our 
ferry approached the opposite bank, 
the tank commander put his arm 
around my shoulder and one of his 
crew took a picture. 

Near the landing point, 50 to 60 
Vietnamese infantry troops were 
waiting. They jabbed each other and 
pointed toward the tank, eyes 
bulging and mouths open in utter 
amazement. As the tank 
disembarked, I jumped off, waved to 
the crew and walked into town with 
the infantry troops I’d arrived with. 
Our welcoming party was shocked 
into silence. 

Cambodian peasants and children 
ran alongside us, yelling and 
pointing at me. I think my presence 
was the final blow to their 
sensibilities. The war had never 
made much sense to them, but an 
American, traveling with a 
Vietnamese army combat unit inside 
Cambodia, was beyond their 
comprehension. 

But then again. I’m not sure that 
even I completely comprehend the 
significance of my travels with the 
Vietnamese. How probable is it after 


15 years of Americans fighting and 
dying in Vietnam, that a U.S. 
journalist from a U.S. television 
network would travel with the 
Vietnamese army and report the war 
in Cambodia? 

As they used to say in ’Nam, 
“That’s far out.” 

— - X - - - X —*• - V 


SOF INTERVIEWS 
CAMBODIAN 
SECURITY OFFICERS 

Nick Uhernik, a Denver-area police¬ 
man who spent three years in South¬ 
east Asia as an Army MP (see “Tough¬ 
est Beat in the World , ” SOF, August 
’79, “Battle of Blood,” SOF, October 
’79, “Snatched from Death’s Jaws,” 
SOF, December ’79, “Saigon’sDeadly 
Streets, ” SOF, April ’80, and “Gun- 
fight at Fort Hustler, ” SOF, August 
’80), is a regional volunteer for the 
Catholic Vietnamese Resettlement 
Program (CVRP) in Denver. During 
his follow-up studies of Indochinese 
resettlement in the Denver area for the 
CVRP, he learned that a local security 
firm had hired more than 50 former 
Cambodian soldiers to guard construc¬ 
tion sites throughout the metropolitan 
area . 

Uhernik was able to interview two of 
the company’s guards — both former 
militia men in Cambodia: 21-year-old 
Phalkun Chea and 48-year-old Cham 
Oun. Both men were born and raised 
in Battambang . Chea was a part-time 
student who spent most of his time in 
the local militia and was in charge of its 
youth group. Cham was a police ser¬ 
geant before the communist takeover. 
In many ways, they are typical of the 
population that was rounded up and 
marched into the jungle . 

SOF: What happened after your 
escape and do you know the fate of 
your relatives? 

CHEA: We were not part of the “boat 
people.” After spending two months 
in two separate camps in Thailand, 1 
was flown to the resettlement camp at 
Camp Pendleton Marine Base in Cali¬ 
fornia, where I spent two months be¬ 
fore coming to Denver. That was in 
1975. 

I have no complaints about the 
refugee camps. My uncle was killed 
during our escape attempt, and my 
aunt was lost in the jungle. We have 
not heard from her since. My family 
remained behind in Cambodia when 
the country fell to the Khmer Rouge. 
CHAM: I spent 11 months in Thailand 
before coming to Houston, Texas, 

Continued on page 67 
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Steyr-Mannlicher AUG Is 


STRAIGHT OUT 

OF 



by Bob Poos 

O DD-LOOKING weapons aren’t all 
that unusual around the SOF of¬ 
fice, but when Mail Foreman Reggie 
Houlihan saw this one, he remarked, 
“I’ve seen a lot of funny stuff around 
here, but this is straight out of Star 
Wars." 

He was talking about Steyr-Mann- 
licher’s Army Universal Gun (AUG for 
short) and he made the comment before 
reading Jeff Cooper’s recent column on 
the weapon (“Sharpshooting with Chair¬ 
man Jeff,” January *81, p. 30). 

Since Cooper has covered in depth the 
technical aspects of the AUG, this story 
will deal only with the reactions to it of 
some of the SOF staff who are not 
authorities in the automatic-weapons 
field. 

In-house people who examined and 
fired the piece were myself, Art Director 
■Craig Nunn and Photographer Cynlhia 
Kite. 
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My experience with hand-held auto¬ 
matic weapons is limited to the BAR 
(which I cleverly avoided being required 
to carry while in the Marines), the M2 
Carbine, Tommy Gun, the MI6 and the 
Ruger Mini-14. I’ve shot all of them — at 
inanimate targets only — and am an 
authority on none of them nor any other 
auto weapon. But like people going 
through an art gallery, I may not know 
what is good but I know what I like. 

The same is true of Nunn and Kite. 
Craig had fired the M16 in the Army and 
the Sidewinder and Mini-14 as an SOF 
staffer. Kite had never shot a firearm in 
her life — not even a .22 single-shot. 

Mixed Reactions 

Being a traditional sort — I hated to see 
the Marines lose their beloved Ml4s in 
Vietnam — my first reaction was a mix¬ 
ture of awe and repugnance. But I soon 


became a convert, at least so far as this 
type of weapon is concerned. Like Jeff 
Cooper, I am still a devotee of aimed rifle 
fire at 500 yards or more. That’s how the 
Marines stopped the Germans in 1917, 
how they defeated the Japanese on 
Guadalcanal and how they helped push 
the North Koreans up to the Chosen 
Reservoir in 1950. 

But for an assault carbine, this weapon 
seems to me to be the top of the line. 
Nunn agrees and Kite likes it too. 

First a little history on the gun and how 
one of them turned up in the SOF Boulder 
office. 

Back in 1970, the Austrian army decid¬ 
ed it needed a new weapon. Up to then, it 
had been using as its standard shoulder 
arm the STG 58, a version of the FN- 
FAL. 

Army ordnance officers specified sev¬ 
eral requirements including: an easily in¬ 
terchangeable barrel that at the same 
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time would keep maintenance costs down 
and permit a variety of barrel lengths; a 
shorter weapon but with a longer barrel 
than most assault carbines; a weapon that 
required little cleaning and maintenance 
when employed in a dusty or sandy en¬ 
vironment; a tough, durable gun that 
could stand up to the knocking around 
Alpine troops would give it; a lightweight 
weapon sturdier than the American M16 
and, finally, a weapon in .223 caliber since 
other Western nations, principally the 
U.S., were changing to that caliber. The 
.223 functions well in automatic weapons, 
is a standard assault rifle cartridge and is 
economical — .223 ammo is significantly 
less expensive than 7.62. 

The Austrians took a long, hard look at 
the British Bull Pup rifle but decided it did 
not meet all their specifications — so they 
commissioned Steyr-Mannlichcr to pro¬ 
duce one that did. The result, after seven 
years of research and development, is the 
AUG. 
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Although the weapon is not only the 
Austrian army’s shoulder gun but has 
been adopted by seven or eight northern 
African and Latin American nations, it 
has received little attention in the U.S. 

Sighting In At SOF 

So Karl Walter, Steyr-Mannlicher’s 
U.S. representative, initiated corre¬ 
spondence with SOF Editor/Publisher 
Robert K. Brown that culminated in a 
visit by Walter to SOF’s Boulder offices. 

When Walter broke open the leather 
gun case containing the weapon, he soon 
attracted a sea of interested, puzzled 
faces. 

For some reason, I was elected the per¬ 
son to learn how to assemble/disassemble 
and test-Fire it. (Perhaps I was the right 
choice for the former task. My mech¬ 
anical aptitude is so poor that the Marines 
made me take their Mechanical Aptitude 
Test twice, figuring that for some reason I 


deliberately turned in what may have been 
the lowest MAT ever registered at Parris 
Island. Imagine their surprise when, under 
the watchful eyes of half a dozen 
sergeants, my second try scored even 
lower.) 

But field-stripping the little AUG prov¬ 
ed no challenge, even to me. Due to its 
push-pull, click-click characteristics, I 
learned how to strip it in 10 minutes. And 
if I can do that, anybody can. 

Even so, I still didn’t like the looks of 
the awkward-appearing piece with the 
30-round magazine behind the pistol grip 
and trigger housing assembly and the 
folding front handguard. 

I was wrong. Walter (he, incidentally, is 
a colonel in the Austrian army reserve at 
age 33 — rank must come quick there) 
said, “You will find that the safety is very 
accessible to the index finger and the 
magazine can be removed by the left hand 
alone while still holding the gun face 
toward the target.” 
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Three versions of the A(JG, from top: Sniper rifle with with infrared night sight attached; 16-inch assault car- 


24-inch barrel and 10 power scope; 20-i 

He also promised that I would find the 
weapon well-balanced and quick to line 
up on target because of the fixed optical 
sight which magnifies one-and-one-half 
times and features a black ring as a reticle. 
Just ring the target, or part of it, and 
shoot. It works too. 

No Selector Switch 

I was most skeptical of one of the fea¬ 
tures of which Col. Walter is most proud. 
This is the trigger, which has a pull of 6.6 
pounds for single shot, but by yanking it 
four times that hard fires full auto, thus 
eliminating the necessity of a selector 
switch. 
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ich barrel model bine version. Photo: 

Out at the Boulder Rifle Club range, I 
found all that Walter said to be true. 

The gun is well balanced and easy to 
fire with one hand. It drifts slightly to the 
right with a right-handed shooter because 
the gas piston is in an unorthodox posi¬ 
tion at an angle on the right side of the 
barrel. No problem really, especially if 
one braces it against his hip. The 
magazine can be slipped by the left hand, 
which is a nice feature because the shooter 
can drop a mag with only a few rounds 
left in it in favor of a full one, thus main¬ 
taining sustained fire. 

The magazines themselves are of clear 
plastic — unbreakable and floatable. The 
shooter can tell when he is running low on 
ammo by glancing at the magazine. 


Mannlicher 

And I don’t think there is much of a 
problem with troops panicking and firing 
on full auto when selective fire is in¬ 
dicated. I found it difficult to squirt full 
auto without some practice. 

“Jerk that trigger!” 

Col. Walter kept shouting, “You’ve 
been trained as a marksman. Jerk that 
trigger, don’t squeeze it!” (My old Parris 
Island rifle instructor would have felt a 
sharp pain somewhere in his anatomy.) 

One other item, not so far as I know 
featured in other assault rifles, is the ease 
in convertibility to left-handed shooters 
by simply switching the bolt and dust 
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cover — an operation that requires only 
seconds. 

The only negative factor (other than the 
fact that the AUG is not an Ml or an 
M14) I found is a red-hot barrel after a 
few short bursts on full auto. The shooter 
is OK so long as he clings to the fold-down 
handguard, but he or she better keep flesh 
away from that barrel at all costs. A good 
leather glove might be advisable for peo¬ 
ple who shoot this gun regularly. 

Barrel lengths for the AUG are 16”, 
20” and 24”, with the latter being the 
AUG’s version of a sniper rifle. The 
Austrians use a 10-power Kahles ZF 69 
sniper scope for the AUG pick-’em-off ri¬ 
fle. But just as the M16 will never by any 
stretch of the imagination be a real sniper 
rifle, neither will the AUG. 

For sniper rifles, the Americans used 
Winchester Model 70s and Remington 
Model 700s in Vietnam, and the Austrians 
have a splendid one made by Steyr — the 
SSG, which comes in 7.62x51 (.308) 
caliber. 

The AUG is not a cheap rifle, even in its 
mass-produced full-automatic mode. It 
costs out at about $900. Steyr-Mannlicher 
is now planning production of a semi¬ 
automatic version. First the good news: 
Col. Walter says it will be fashioned so as 
to make it virtually impossible to convert 
to bootleg full auto. The BATmen will 
like that. 

Now the bad news: It will cost in the 
neighborhood of $1,500 with three 
magazines included. And that’s a very ex¬ 
clusive neighborhood, even with a few 
free mags. 


Other Impressions 


Mainly because I’m the author of this 
piece, I have been permitted to ramble at 
length about what I think of the AUG. 
Let’s hear what my colleagues who fired it 
have to say. 

Nunn: “I was very impressed. It’s far 
superior to the Ml6. I think its best 
features are the sighting system, the 
magazine-release system and the quick in¬ 
terchangeability of the barrel. 

“It is nicely balanced and I like the idea 
of not having to throw a switch to get on 
full automatic.” 

Kite: “Well, of course. I’d never even 
held a gun before. But so far as I’m con¬ 
cerned, I found it light, easy — even for 
me — to handle. After I fired the first few 
rounds and learned that you’re supposed 
to lean into it, the recoil didn’t bother me 
at all. For someone with no experience, it 
was easy to learn how to shoot.” 

One more feature that I like about the 
gun is its plastic — superior to that used in 
the flimsy M16. I asked Walter about this 
and he said that he could not go into detail 
about its composition, that it apparently 
is a synthetic compound that is being kept 
secret by its manufacturer. 
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SOF Associate Editor Cynthia Kite 
fires AUG. She had never fired a 
weapon of any kind and after brief 
instruction by Steyr-Manniicher 
ijgpresentative Col. Karl Walter 
(partiajiy|<|to|W^|g^sab]e to 
cdh&Istefrtty, hit target ev.es l statin 


SOF Executive Editor Bob Poos is 
srilhquette|tagainst brilliant blue 
Colorado sky as’he fires AtKJ from 
distant target. j 
Photo: C.E.D. Kite 









1. Barrel Group, 2. Receiver Group, 3. Hammer Mechanism, 4. Bolt Group, 5. Magazine Group, 6. Stock Group 


I still believe firmly (as I assume does 
Cooper) in these words written by Col. 
John W. Thomason in his splendid book, 
Fix Bayonets y about battle in WWI: 

“The Boche [Germans] wanted Hill 
142; he came, and the rifles broke him. 
Guns he could understand; he knew all 
about bombs and auto-rifles and machine 
guns and mortars. But aimed, sustained 
rifle fire that comes from nowhere in par¬ 
ticular and picks off men — it brought the 
war home to the individual and demoral¬ 
ized him. 

“And trained Americans fight best with 
rifles. Men get tired of carrying grenades 
and chaut-chaut [automatic rifle] clips ... 
Machine-gun crews have a way of getting 
killed at the start; mortars and one- 
pounders [cannon] are not always avail¬ 


able. But the rifle and bayonet goes 
anywhere a man can go and the rifle and 
the bayonet win battles.” 

I wish the thinkers and planners in the 
Pentagon could be forced to read that and 
commit it to memory and respond to it. 


But until they do, I suggest they take a 
good close look at the AUG and at least 
think about adopting something that is 
really an assault carbine, rather than what 
they have now. 

x 


Steyr SSG 
sniper rifle as 
used by 
Austrian army 
with 10 power 
scope. 
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.., or at least make an attacker change 
his mind!!! Stronger than mace; more 
effective than tear gas; instantly and 
completely incapacitates one or a 
number of attackers. Easily carried, 
this non-lethal weapon will send a 
stream of protection into an attacker's 
face, causing unbearable agony. He 
will have difficulty breathing, double 
up, and be wholly incapacitated. You 
can escape unharmed. 
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IN REVIEW 

Continued from page 24 


ed, it would be there—defiant, immobile, 
a great citadel inviting German counter¬ 
attack and reprisal. Once Vercors was 
mobilized the invasion of southern France 
must be imminent. 

The mobilization came six weeks too 
soon, and the Resistance was forced to de¬ 
fend itself against 20,000 German and 
Axis troops, a large portion of which were 
French Milice. Despite numerous pleas to 
Algiers and London, the plight of the Ver¬ 
cors defenders went unheeded. Gen. de 
Gaulle had made an uneasy deal with the 
communists, who were strong in the 
French underground: In return for repre¬ 
sentation in his provisional cabinet in 
Algiers, the communists had agreed to 
cooperate with the general in fighting 
their common enemy. But already the 
conflict had started over who was to rule 
France after the liberation. 
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So a site was selected for a force of 
French paratroops to drop in the middle 
of France. With a base in the Massif Cen¬ 
tral, de Gaulle would be well placed 
geographically to extend his influence 
throughout the country and insure that 
the Gaullists liberated as many towns as 
possible, or at least be close on the heels 
of the Allied troops which did. 

The planes and paratroops allocated for 
this operation were the very ones promis¬ 
ed to Vercors. For six weeks Vercors cried 
for help, but the pleas fell on deaf ears. 
London insisted Vercors was Algiers’ 
responsibility and Algiers was com¬ 
manded by de Gaulle. 

The Vercors defenders were destroyed; 
those few who survived fled in small 
groups into forests and caves. Relief came 
only with the Allied capture of Grenoble 
on 22 August. 

Pearson recounts all the action and 
drama of men at war, with special em¬ 
phasis on the Vercors leaders and their in¬ 
numerable problems. The most notable is¬ 
sue faced by the military leaders came 
from their attempt to assimilate different 
resistance groups into effective military 
organizations. Many of the maquis units 
(underground forces) elected their own 
leaders and did what they pleased; others 
were no better than criminal gangs. 

Pearson has written a fine book, but he 
shows a glaring lack of scholarship by 
misidentifying almost every weapon men¬ 
tioned in the text: “German 6.3 burp 
guns” (p. 83), “13.7mm machine guns” 
(p. 84), “WWI FM Model 1924/29” 
(p. 129), Junker 52 bombers” (p. 251). 

Tears of Glory is exciting reading, but 
more importantly, it demonstrates what 
can happen to brave soldiers when their 
generals become politicians. 

William Brooks is a frequent con- 
tributer to SOF's book-review pages. An 
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ex-French foreign legionnaire and U. S. 
Army 82nd Airborne trooper, his quali¬ 
fications as a military historian are im¬ 
minently practical as well as theoretical. 



CAMBODIA 

Continued from page 59 

then Nebraska, and finally Denver — 
also in 1975. All of my family is still in 
Cambodia, though I have heard that 
some relatives escaped into Thailand 
only to be marched back by the Thai 
border police. News is sketchy. I have 

little hope. _ 

SOF: How did you escape? 

CHEA: We were all gathered around 
the radio, listening to the accounts of 
communist soldiers invading the 
capital. I was scared, but I knew I had 
to remain calm in front of my brothers 
and sisters. 

I was in charge of the local youth 
militia, and I remember running from 
house to house, trying to get my 
friends together so that we could fight 
for our homeland, but everybody was 
afraid to leave their parents and the 
safety of their homes. 

One of my uncles learned of a con¬ 
voy that was forming on our street, 
and we were soon packing our belong¬ 
ings and trying to talk our parents into 
coming with us to the border, but they 
would have no part of that. Cambodia 
was their home, and they would not 
leave. 

I felt very bad leaving them, but the 
militia stood no chance against the 
many communist soldiers, and I knew 
I was young enough to begin a new life 
in another country. 

It was very dark — all the lights in 
the city were out — when we joined the 
group of eight trucks heading for the 
roads into the jungle. I expected to be 
caught and killed that first night, but 
we had no problems. 

I lost track of how many days we 
were in the jungle. I’m sure it was only 
two or three at the most, but there was 
constant rain, day and night, and the 
sky was always black, the sun hidden. 

I knew we had reached Thailand 
when the people at a roadside market 
spoke a different language and the 
writing on the signs was different. The 
soldiers’ uniforms also. 

SOF: Were there any bribes involved in 
arranging your escape? 

CHEA: The communists were not in¬ 
terested in money. Only shooting. 
They would always shoot at the young 
men. 

CHAM: I remember the hunger most. 
We encountered a brief shoot-out as 
my group of neighbors began forming 
a vehicle convoy. I still don’t know if 
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SEND FOR ll ^ Ryusho Sakagami. Complete nunchaku train- 
JYOUR’^ NOW in 9 manual - Extra clear multiple photo tech- 
| TUUn 3 NUYv | n jq ue shows how to use this amazing weapon. 


BANKAMERICARD& MASTER CHARGE 

Accepted for orders over S20. Give number 
and expiration date. Sign order same as 
signature appears on card. PHONE ORDERS 
BY CREDIT CARD ACCEPTED. Sorry, no 
collect calls MONEY ORDER or CERTIFIED 
CHECK assures prompt shipment Personal 
checks are held for clearance. 


SEND YOUR ORDER TO 

DOLAN S SPORTS 

Dept. SF, 26 Hwy 547 
Farmingdale. NJ 07727 


ADD SHIPPING 
CHARGES 

Orders under $10—75c 

$10 to $20-$1.00 

Over $20 —-$1.50 




Assault Rifle Case (left) black or 
camoflauge. Constructed of nylon. Keep 
your weapons system ready to go. 
Available for all assault rifles. They will 
carry; Rifle, five 30 round magazines, 
scope, suppressor, bi-pod, hand gun & 
more. Military quality - fully padded in¬ 
side. All enclosures are velcro or zip¬ 
pered. Comes complete with padded 
adjustable shoulder sling & carrying 
handle. $50. plus $2.50 

postage/handling 


Assault Bags (black or camoflauge) Constructed of nylon. Two sizes: Flight 
Bag (above left) (14L x 11H x 9W) One large main compartment and one 
large outside zippered compartment $36. plus $2.50 postage/handling 
Assault Gear Bag (above right) (22L x 10H x 12W) Large bag with inside 
zippered compartment. Will hold complete ‘ 'Alice Gear”. $36. plus $2.50 

postage/handling 

Both bags have heavy-duty reinforced wraparound nylon webbed handles. 
Included: Detatchable, adjustable, padded, nylon webbed shoulder strap. 

Current issue 30 round M-16 mags (new) $6.00 each 
M-16 suppressor dummy for the collector to complete his weapons system. 
Exact duplicate weight & size. Does not quiet weapon, but looks like 
original sionics. $48. plus $2.50 postage/handling 

All items in stock for immediate delivery. Master Charge, Visa or C.O.D. 
Personal checks allow 3 weeks for delivery. Phone or write for FREE 
complete list of special items too numberous to list. Tons of parts & equip¬ 
ment available. Send you order to: 

Assault Systems P.0. Box 20615 St. Louis, MO 63139 
or call: (314) 351-4454 Dealer Inquiries Invited 


Shoulder Holster (below) black balistic 
nylon weighs less than Vzlb. adjustable 
nylon strap & velcro straps for securing 
weapon, Highest quality nylon holster 
on the market. Fits all 45's & most 
medium & large frame automatics S28. 
plus $2.50 postage/handling 
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FEDCORP EXPERT PICK 
SET 


S35.00 



Fedcorps spicks are hand¬ 
crafted by expert machinists 
in our own machine shops 
and made of the highest 
quality blue clock spring 
steel. Another Fedcorp ex¬ 
clusive is our solid machined 
interchangeable handle, that 
holds the pick securely and 
comfortably. The expert set 
is an excellent choice for 
general locksmithing or the 
progressive student 


FEDCORP 

TUBULAR PICK 
$29.95 



This hand crafted precision pick is milled 
from heat treated steel. Precision con¬ 
struction allows fast and easy picking of 
tubular locks with center spacing. Comes 
with complete instructions. 


FEDCORP PROFESSIONAL 


FEDCORP VIBRATOR PICK 


PICK SET 



$45.00 





< E»l> , 


Complete with Carrying Case 
S 175. 00 


The Fedcorp professional Pick Set is for the master 
locksmith who desires an extensive assortment of 
Picks and Tools and features Fedcorps exclusive 
machined aluminum pick handle to hold securely 
and comfortably. 


At last a percision machined Vibrator Pick 
that works. Made of the highest quality 
aircraft aluminum, comes with assorted 
picks and the Federal adjustable tension 
wrench. 


FEDCORP SAFE 
MANIPULATION 
COURSE 


LOCKSMITH I.D. 


$250.00 


FEDCORP 

SAFE 


MANIPULATION 

K'T* '9 

• 

i 'L 
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Actually hear contact points 
clearly with Federal's new 
manipulation amplifier ! Kit 
comes complete with (1) am¬ 
plifier unit,(2) magnetic contact 
microphone, (3) dual high 
impedance headphones and 
external amplifier jacks. Federal 
combination lock,change key 
mounting hardware, book on 
safe manipulation. 



Two-Color Lock¬ 
smith I.D, in leather 
case with badge. 
Includes Heat lami¬ 
nation and prepara¬ 
tion of card with 
color picture. 

I.D. Case & Badge 
S29.95 

I D. Only S9.95 


GENERAL MOTORS 
PICKS - ALL YEARS 


$45.00 



MASTER KEYS FOR ALL CARS 
$85.00 

Fedcorp GM Master 
keys opens all years 
from '67-81 with 95% 
success ratio 



CAR OPENING TOOLS 


$9.95 ea. 


Actually picks GM locks! Picks work on all GM cars 
from 1935 to 1980 & 1981 and can be used year after 
year no need to update. Will open hoth door, trunk 
and ignition locks. Complete set of 13 picks in a 
leatherette case. Comes complete with operating 
instructions. (Note; Picking skill required as with all 
locks picks). Lifetime quarantee. 


Here's the money maker you’ve heen waiting for 
This precision ground spring steel tool will open 
95% of all cars in less than 10 seconds. 


Order 

Your 

Giant 

Catalog 

Complete Line 
of Products 
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PPRECSION 
LOCKSMITH TOOLS 


LOCKSMITH 

SUPPLY 

CATALOG 


PRECISION LOCKSMITH TOOLS 

Jam Packed with the latest Locksmith 
Tools, Electronic Picks, Complete Line 
of Pick Set, Closed Circuit T.V. Systems, 
Truck Decals and I.D/s for the Progressive 
Locksmith. Write for free Catalog. 
FEDCORP, P.O. BOX 1767, ROCKPORT, 
TEXAS 78382 


our attackers were communists or our 
own soldiers. It was two or three 
snipers, really. 

We all fled into the jungle on foot 
and they never chased us. We didn’t go 
back to the vehicles, fearing a trap. For 
six days we went without food, as our 
provisions were back in the trucks. 
There was constant rain, and flooding 
up to our knees. Many civilian bodies 
floated past us, but finally we drank 
from the water — some of us. We 
didn’t have much choice. 

SOF: Were any of your group wound¬ 
ed during the escape? 

CHAM: 1 saw one man fall at the 
trucks, and there was much screaming 
and confusion. As we scattered into 
the trees many became separated from 
their families and were not reunited. 

We spent 12 days wandering through 
the jungle — 10 of them in Thailand. 
We encountered no shooting, but 
many fell victim to boobytraps, and 
with the climate and lack of medica¬ 
tion, infection always set in quickly. 

Many infants died the first week, 
and we had to abandon their bodies. 
There were brief ceremonies, of 
course, and I always remember asking 
my God to keep us safe, but every day 
someone died, disappeared or had to 
be left behind. 

SOF: Did you encounter soldiers in the 
jungle? 

CHAM: When we heard footsteps 
crashing through the trees up ahead, 
we lay down in the water or the grass 
and hid until they passed. They never 
came very close. They wore soldiers’ 
uniforms. Once we saw a Thai police 
patrol. Some of the men wanted to go 
to the police for help, but the rest of us 
were afraid they would march us back 
into Cambodia. At one point, a tiger 
stalked us for three days, but I guess it 
was only curious — not hungry. 
CHEA: We had no serious problems 
during the trip, except for meeting 
stragglers on foot. Of course, they 
wanted rides, but we were already full 
up. It was very hard to drive by and 
leave them behind. Some could barely 
walk, and they always looked so sad. 
But we were sad too. We were all 
homeless and there was no going back. 
The memories still haunt me. 

SOF: What happened after the Amer¬ 
ican departure from Indochina? 

CHEA: My people became very wor¬ 
ried, of course. Fighting increased, and 
soon it was no longer only in the coun¬ 
tryside. And then the news reports told 
there was no more hope for American 
bombers, and the ammo barges stop¬ 
ped coming up the rivers to the capital. 
CHAM: In 1970 I resigned from the 
police force — there were no more 
paychecks coming — and went to work 
teaching marksmanship to the new re- 
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amcjwcab l*«wQ rnsmuSM consuct^tb 


FEARFUL PWOtCnONS BY 


saw in postwar 
C hina. 

How inflation 
brought about 
crime and 
horror beyond 
man’s wildest 


imag 


The 1980's — Has the government 
grown to overdominate economics? 
the inmates running the asylum? 
Does the government WANT to 
curb inflation? Who wins? Can the 
capitalistic system survive INFLA¬ 
TION'S grip? 

The Moral Breakdown — Why are 

the churches and synagogues emp¬ 
ty? Abortion legalized? Who and 
where are the 'Christians'? 


nings! 

The Crime Revolution — Is crime 
rising with inflation? 

Is inflation the breeder of bitterness 
and frustration, the catalyst for 
crime? Does the drop in the dollar 
cause the senseless brutalities that 
have become commonplace? 

The Economic Collapse — Is it 
happening now? 

Can the poor get poorer? The rising 
prices creating a burden that the 
middle class are being forced to 
carry? Can the elderly survive? 
What about those on 'fixed' in¬ 
comes? Who's on welfare? 


FRED MULLER is no 
armchair theoretician or 
prophet. H_E WAS 
T HERE ! 

READ: The 1970's — America's 
decade of inflation. 

When did it start? The Depression? 
World War II? What happened to 
professional pride & integrity? How 
did 'quality' and 'courtesy' come to 
be omitted from services and 
products and 'volume' and 'cheap' 
become their substitutes? 


For each book ordered: 

Send $10.00 check, Mastercard or VISA. 
(All taxes and postage are included.) 

Immediate shipment worldwide. 

Name_ 


Address. 
City_ 


.State. 


Send to: Fred Muller & Associates 
P.0. Box 11909 
Columbia, S.C. 29211 
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ft* and Iriftptmnfl ccnvarsaliOfis in your office or h&me 
between any cassette or tape recorder and your telephone or 
telephone LINE. Starts automatically when phone is answered. 
Records both sides of phone conversation. Stops recorder when 
phone is hung up. This device is not an answering service. 


Super Powerful Wireless Mic $18.95 

10 times more powerful than other mics. Transmits up to % mile 
to any FM radio. Easy to assemble kit. 15V battery (not ml\ 

Con (306) 725*1000 or Mod $18.95 + $1.00 shipping P#r Hem 
lo U*l Corp., P. O. Box T- 2052, Mdboum#, FI 32901. COD i I 
eonpL For catalog of transmitters, voice scramblers and other | 

Ipvcially items, enclose $2 00 to USI Corp. 



The SMZ/X ... 

for the Ingram (MAC) M/11 SMGandSAP... 

... a highly specialized 
holster that stands 
unchallenged as the fastest 
in the world for this family 
of weapons. The superior 
design provides a secure, 
comfortable mode of carry 
while accommodating 
special attachments without 
sacrificing concealment, 
Constructed of a dense 
polyethylene, the rig is not 
affected by moisture and 
requires no maintenance. 
This holster has been 
conceived to compliment 
professionalsandoperatives 
who require low profile 
endowments, 


The SMZ/X it c: Ids si Med as " Re- 
Striated" and mHy be-obtained 
only by signed application. The 
SMZ/X — (or the M/i 1 only — is 
547.50. Fora Procurement Ap- 
plmaiiLjn. send a tell addressed. 
Stamped envelope Id pur off ice. 


All MAM ENT SYSTEMS FAQ OUSTS. UNLTD. 
P.0. BOX 1GS95-S0F; ATLANTA. BA 30326 USA 


EJ SMZ/X . . . para el Ingram (MAC) M/11 5MG y SAP 

. ime pi?.; □ le ra m uy espec i31 i S3 da qu e sm d uda la ms 5 piida en s I ni yn do para esta 
tamiHa de armaa. Eldibujo superior proportions un mode seguroy cdmodo para lievar 
mientras acomodar accesonos sin sachMcar encuDrimiento, Conslructido de un 
polyethylene den so. el equipaie no intluye pot humedad y no n-ecesiSa conseruscion, 
Esta pisfotera ha stdo d/seno para profesionales y otros quren tiene que trabajar en 
secreto. El SMZ/X es clasificado tan 'restrigido" y uno tiene que obtenerlo con el 
conuatolirrnado El SMZ/X -paraelM/H sdb ouesta $47.50. Para hoja de 
pedtrios. tti ancle uft &qbre con el nombre ydiroccion del remitentey puestoel \M^W) 
sello a nueslraa ofieinas a el d^eccidn escrito aniba 

Le SMZ/X - - . pour I 5 Ingram MAC M/11 SMO et SAP 

un etui tnea specialist. Ppur eette fa mil I a dea armes. c'esl un etui sans pareil — 
te plusconvenable du monde Le dessein superieure de J'elui permet d'uo mode de 
porter agreable etsur jl tient cache de Sous vos attachments specials, Fait de polyeth¬ 
ylene dense, le rig" me pas susceptible aux elfets de moiture el n'a pas besoin de 
main den. ^uncut r£tui 1 ul:(e pour f'o^rat&yr pu I 1 horn me du m# tier qua dbit etre peu 
marquant. Le SMZ/X est a ventre avecreslrrclion. || taut renfermerdanschaque port- 
man-de une a ppli cat ion a vec stg natu re. Le pnx ri u SM Z/ X— tail sou le men! pour ^ 
he M/11 — est S47 50. Four I'applicalion de procurer. affrsncHigsez uoe 
eftvelope avec voire prop re ad/esse et I'envoyez a I'addresse ci-dessus. 
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gime’s soldiers. The pay wasn’t much 
better, but at least I had rations and 
shelter. Police work had been my 
whole life, so my attitude was rock- 
bottom during the final year. I hardly 
noticed or cared about political prob¬ 
lems. Survival was the important thing. 
SOF: What were the final months like 
before your escape? 

CHE A: There were neighbors — life¬ 
time friends — who were suddenly 
gone. And others acting strange and 
scared. 

CHAM: Nobody would gossip. They 
were afraid certain people might be 
agents of the Khmer Rouge, even 
though they had known them all their 
lives. Everyone viewed one another, 
even family members sometimes, with 
suspicion. New arrivals in town — 
strangers, even obvious refugees — 
were often chased away. 

SOF: Did any high-ranking Cambo¬ 
dian officials turn out lo be com¬ 
munists? 

CHEA: No, not really. I expected that, 
but it was never confirmed to me. 
CHAM: I believe those who did not 
escape converted easily to communist 
teachings. It would be easier than 
resisting. You must understand the 
land and the people. Both change. 
Time and politics can compete, but 
time will always outlast politics. 



COMBAT PISTOLCRAFT 

Continued from page 12 


you that the thing they suffered from 
most was embarrassment. I know one 
fellow who was practicing for the Cooper 
Assault and used the incorrect reholster- 
ing technique I described. He put a hard¬ 
ball slug right down the outside of his leg, 
a minor wound, but one that required 
medical treatment. Sore and embarrassed, 
he took a week’s vacation so none of his 
buddies would notice his slight limp. He 
was almost completely recovered within a 
few weeks. He was able to shoot in the 
match but did not move quickly enough to 
place in his class. He now shoots with his 
finger in the proper position. 

B EWARE of trigger shoes on a side- 
arm. They are wider than the trig¬ 
ger guard and thus stick out to the side 
and may catch on the holster if the pistol 
is seated in the leather without proper 
care. Trigger shoes mark a gunshop com¬ 
mando. If one needs a wider trigger sur¬ 
face, 1 recommend the King trigger boot, 
a shoe that fits over the trigger, but since 
it is not wider than the trigger guard, it 
will not cause problems. Equally impor¬ 
tant, the King trigger boot is pinned on 
the trigger and will not work loose like 
common trigger shoes. 

Another alarming practice that I see oc¬ 
casionally is the method some shooters 
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use to reholster their pistol in a cross-draw 
holster. Many times the shooter places his 
free hand under the bottom of the holster 
to help reseat the pistol. If the holster has 
a tension device that holds the pistol in 
securely and soundly, the force needed to 
seat the pistol in the holster is often very 
strong. Using the free hand to hold the 
holster up, while shoving the pistol down, 
is very dangerous. Keep the hand — and 
all parts of the anatomy — away from the 
muzzle of the weapon. Keep alert. Don’t 
let practice or training slide into bad 
habits. 

We all wish to see practical shooting’s 
fine safety record continue. Let’s not 
allow foolish accidents to ruin the concept 
or ideals that practical pistol shooting has 
gone so far to achieve. 



BULLETIN BOARD 


Continued from page 6 


N ew middle east 

DEVELOPMENTS ... 

Two significant developments in 
the Middle East relative to American 
involvement are an agreement with 
Egypt for U.S. forces to hold ma¬ 
neuvers there and the dispatching of 
a mobile ground-radar station to 
Saudi Arabia. 

The U.S. and Egypt agreed that the 
U.S. Rapid Deployment Force may 
conduct exercises in Egypt in 1981. 
Details of the proposed maneuvers 
were not clear, but would probably in¬ 
volve a force of some 2,000 men and 
their equipment being airlifted from 
the U.S. and being returned a few 
weeks later upon completion of the 
mission. 

Dispatch of the mobile radar sta¬ 
tion — and the personnel to man it — 
was done during the Iraqi-lranian war 
and, at the time, was aimed at bolster¬ 
ing Saudi air defenses and backing up 
the four, big, early-warning radar 
planes and 300 U.S. airmen sent 
earlier. 

When, if ever, the men and equip¬ 
ment would be returned to the States 
was not known and sources said that 
would probably be up to the Saudis. 


S ubscriber 
seeks info ... 

An SOF subscriber who is working 
on two books seeks reader help. Lee 
Richards of Dallas is working on U.S. 
Special Forces 1960-Present and 
Navy-Marine Operations — The Battle 
for the Rivers of Vietnam. Anyone 
with knowledge of or experience in 
these two fields may contact Lee at: 
9911 Whitehurst No. 1216, Dallas, TX 
75243 or phone (214) 349-8199. He Is 
especially interested in unit heraldry 
and insignia, battle equipment and 
employment. 
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Brigad e’s Wccilly Rully„ 

The Original British Commando Sweater™ 
100% Pure New Wool 

Made in England Quality with rugged twill 
reinforcing patches. Men & Women's sizes 32 
to 48. 

Available now for only $49.95 postpaid 

A great ribbed knit sweater for backpacking, 
boating, hunting, and all cold weather 
activities. Extra long body prevents “ride-up” 
Reinforcing patches over shoulders and 
elbows for nearly “everlasting 1 ' wear. Home 
washable. Choose from Olive Green, Navy, 
Blue Grey, Forest Green, Black and V-Necks 
in Sand & Peat Brown. 

OLIVE GREEN AUTHORIZED BY U.S. MARINES FOR OPTIONAL WEAR 


SPECIAL FORCES 
MOUNTAIN 
BOOTS 



An exclusive new item made by 
Chippewa for the U.S. Special Forces. 
Designed for Mountain Operations, 
these boots are rugged and heavy duty. 
Compare these features : 

Laced-to-toe 7" Boot * Black grain-out 
leather * Rolled cushion top * Ankle binder 
pads * Full gusset * Fully lined with glove 
leather * Goodyear welt construction * 
V1BRAM 132 cleated heel & sole * Square 
trimmed toe and grooved heel for 
conventional Ski Binding * Removable felt 
slip soles with an extra pair provided * Pull 
stud post hooks and eyelets for rapid lacing/ 
unlacing, all Black. 

Available in whole or half sizes from 7 
to 12, Regular or Wide. 

C-990, S.F. Boots - Special .... $89.95 


“DOG TAGS” 

Complete G.I. Specification Identifica¬ 
tion Necklace. 2 Stainless steel plates 
and chains embossed with your 
information. 16 characters per line/5 
lines/tag. Great for medical info or 
identifying keys & luggage. 

TAG-145,1.D. Tag Set/$5.95 
TAG-159, Rubber 5ilencers/$ .75 


“WEB NAME TAPES” 

Mil-Spec cotton web tapes with your 
information embroidered on one line. 
Choice of Black on OD, White on Blue, 
Black on White or Navy on OD. For 
uniforms & personal equipment. 4 tapes 
of same name (up to 14 letters) and color 
for only $4.25. 

NAM-140, Name Tapes/$4.25 


COMFORTABLE 
MESH 
BASEBALL 
CAP 

AvailablTin Olive Green or ‘Nam Leaf 
Pattern Camouflage. Adjustable plastic 
strap. Perfect for military organiza¬ 
tions. Sizes: Medium or Large or send 
head size. 

BAS-C5, O.G. Mesh Cap/$3.95 
BAS-C7, Camo Mesh Cap/$3.95 




CAMOUFLAGE 

T-SHIRTS l: 

r x * 

At last, a regulation ‘Nam Leaf Pattern 
Camo T-Shirt. Full Cut, 50/50 blend for 
comfort. Perfect match with Jungle 
Fatigues. Sizes S, M, L, •& XL. 

Short Sleeve - $5.95 



MILITARY BERETS 

Original Mil-Spec 100% Virgin Wool 
with Leather Sweat Band. Fully lined 
with stiffener for Flash. The absolute 
finest made, anywhere. Purchased in 
Canada, Choose from Special Forces 
Green (RG), Ranger Black (BL), 
Airborne Red (MR), Khaki/OD (KH). 
State hat size or send head measure¬ 
ment. 

MBE-1, Beret/$12.00 


UTILITY CAP, USMC TYPE 2 
DESIGN. Made of Mil-Spec Rip-stop 
Camouflage. Looks sharp. Not 
regulation. Sizes: XS, S, M, L, XL. 

CCP-2, Utility Cap/$4.95 


JUNGLE FATIGUES, Camouflage, Rip- 
stop Poplin. Latest issue. Genuine 
government contract goods. Sizes; XS, 
S, M, L and a few XL. Coat or Trousers. 
CAM-1, Camo Coat/Troumv'&ftLOO ea. 



Money back guarantee. All items postpaid CONUS, Send check, Money Order or 
Charge to Visa or Master Charge. 

We accept phone orders charged to your Bankcard. 

Call Today! (404)428-1234 

SEND FOR FREE CATALOGUE 


-Brigade-- 

Quartermasters, Ltd. 

P.O. Box 476, Marietta, GA 30061 
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CQMMAINiDQ .™ Indestructable Nylon Band with Exclusive 

WATCHBAIMB Crystal Cover Strap! 



BRIGADE’S KNIFE POUCH 

A fitting accessory for most pocket knives. Made of the same 
material v as our Commando Watchband. Regular size fits most 
pocket knives and all width belts. Hook-n-Loop protective flap 
keeps knife safe and ready when you need it. Same color choice's. 

PCH-ST, only $3.95 

PCH-XL, Extra Large size for Buck size knives and Champion. 
Specify type. Olive, Black or Tan. Just $4.95 


‘Protects your Watch* 

•Conceals Nighttime Glow* 

Heavy-Duty, Resin Treated Type 8 Mil-Spec 
Web, 1-23/32”, Sewn with nylon thread. 
Nearly indestructable and will not rot. Hook- 
n-Loop closures secure the cover and our 
unique double-locking wrist band. Will not 
come off even under stress. Washable. 
Measure wrist to nearest 1/4” and specify 

color. Olive, Black, Sage Green, Navy. 

Order now, only $5.50, postpaid. 


NYLON PARAPACK COMMANDO WALLET 

Made to our specifications. Rugged Parapack or Cordura Nylon 
Cloth. Durable, Water repellent finish. Rugged, 5 pocket wallet, 
stows I.D., Credit Cards and Money. Velcro® strip keeps wallet 
securely closed. Rot resistant, floatable, washable, form fitting and 
mighty comfortable. Now available in Olive, Black, Red, Brown, 
Blue and Camouflage. Now $8.25 postpaid 



Order these action products by sending your check or money order to: 


Brigade Quartermasters, Ltd. 

P.O. Box 476, Marietta, GA 30061 
Phone Orders: (404) 428-1234 


MONEY BACK 
GUARANTEE 



CELESTRON GIANT 
11x80 BINOCULARS 


K - 88 FOREWARD RECON. 
SCOPE 


As evaluated in SOF 
December, 1979, p. 61 

PRICE: $349.00 ppd. 
complete with case, lens covers, 
straps and tri-pod adaptor — 
(Other fine binoculars available - 
see our Catalog) 

Weight: 5 lb. 


As evaluated in SOF 
October, 1979, p. 52 
PRICE: $345.00 ppd. 
complete with mini-pod, case, 
erecting prism and 46x eyepiece - 
(Other eyepieces and photo 
accessories available — see our 
Catalog). 

Weight: 41b. 


SEND $2 FOR COMPLETE CATALOG 

Cash, Money Order, Certified Check ONLY, or Master Charge 
or Visa number (and expiration date) to: 

RMS, Inc. 

P.O. Box4489, Dept. SOF 
Boulder, Colorado 80306 
Phone (303) 442-6805 
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W INN WANTS 
TO WIN ... 


Retired Air Force Brig. Gen. David 
Winn has been named head of the In¬ 
stitute of American Relations’ Air 
Force Task Force. He is a former 
chief of staff of the North American 
Air Defense Command and was a 
POW in North Vietnam for 55 months. 

Winn has some alarming compari¬ 
sons of U.S.-Russian air strength: 
strategic and tactical bombers, 
USSR, 975, U.S., 382; strategic de¬ 
fense missiles, USSR, 10,000, U.S., 
none; aerospace defense radar sys¬ 
tems, USSR, 7,200, U.S., 134. Further, 
the Soviets have 822 percent more in¬ 
terceptor planes than we do, he says. 

Gen. Winn’s task force is a non¬ 
profit effort to spread this and other 
information and he seeks public as¬ 
sistance. He may be contacted 
through the Institute of American 
Relations, 927 15th St., Washington, 


D.C. 20005. 

F arragut 

LOWERS GUNS 


The Navy says no disciplinary ac¬ 
tion will be taken against a destroyer 
captain who ordered sailors to fire 
more than 100 rifle rounds into a 
casket when it wouldn’t sink during a 
burial at sea, but states that his com¬ 
manding officer has “verbally coun¬ 
seled him.” 

A Navy board of inquiry found no 
violations of regulations, but said 
more appropriate means of sinking 
the casket, such as attaching weights 
to it, should have been examined. 

The Navy said Cmdr. William 
Wunderly ordered six men to fire 103 
rounds into the coffin after it slid 
from the Norfolk, Va.-based USS Far¬ 
ragut but failed to go under. 

One unidentified crewman is 
quoted as saying, “The body was 
coming out of the casket when we 
left. It was gross.” 

The Navy generally uses Gl metal 
coffins in burials at sea, but the one 
involved was wooden, provided by the 
veteran’s family. The veteran was not 
identified. 

The incident caused many crew¬ 
men to remove from their cars bump¬ 
er stickers with the-slogan “USS Far¬ 
ragut — Tidewater’s Top Gun,” a mot¬ 
to adopted several years ago because 
the ship consistently wins high marks 
in gunnery and missile practice. 


F irepower 

IN AMERICA ... 


In January 1981 the Adventure 
Book Club will feature the long- 
awaited book, Fire Power , by Chris 
Dempster and Dave Tompkins. 

Previously available only in 
England, the book covers with both 
words and pictures mercenary ac¬ 
tivities in Angola, and includes the in¬ 
side story behind the infamous “Col¬ 
onel” Callan’s massacre of meres. 
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BRAND NEW! COMBAT 

HANDGUNS! 


The Detailed, Informative 

Gun Writing You Appreciate! 

* 

A Superb Lineup of Features 

from COMBAT HANDGUNS 

* 

Reports From Combat Shooting’s 

Experts. Jeff Cooper • Chuck Taylor 
• Mason Williams • Ken Hackathom 

• Barry Worrell • J.B. Wood • and 

others. 

IN EACH ISSUE: Columns and 
features on New Guns • Military 
Weapons and Tactics • Law 
Enforcement • Street Survival 

• Gunsmithing • Accessories 
• True Handgun Experiences 

• Competition • Interesting 
Personalities 




Subscribe Now to Enjoy Reports Like: 


NEW FIREPOWER! THE 10-MM. IS 
HERE! JEFF COOPER CHECKS OUT 
THE BREN-10. IT MAY MAKE THE .45 
OBSOLETE! AN EXCLUSIVE REPORT. 

KEN HACKATHORN TESTS GER¬ 
MANY’S FAVORITE HANDGUN- 
H&K’s P-71 IT’S NOW AVAILABLE 
HERE! 


Mail to: COMBAT HANDGUNS Suite 1107 
79 Madison Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10016 

Please enter my subscription for one year (6 
issues) of COMBAT HANDGUNS @ $9.50. 
Charter rate is over a 20% savings off the news¬ 
stand rate. 

Please enclose payment. 

NAME_ 


ADDRESS_ 

STATE_ZIP. 

Please print clearly 
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A. THE OFFICIAL S.O.F. 

BELT BUCKLE 
Made of zinc aluminum 
with bronze finish. $6.95 

B. SOF PATCH $1.75 

C. SUBDUED PATCH $1.75 

D. ASHTRAY $4.25 

E. SOF DRINKING MUG $6.95 


PHOENIX 



I. SURVIVAL/RESCUE TOOL: Designed to meet 
0.8. military criteria; tested fof eight years 
throughout world in jungles, mountains, deserts, 
and arctic regions. $36.00 



J. Camouflage Wallet - $ 8,95 
J2. Checkbook Cover-$4.95 
J3. Trifold— $9.95 



F. THE TEKNA KNIFE Weight is 5 oz.; overall 
length is 7Vz inches with X U inch thick stainless 
blade having a Rockwell hardness of 57-59. The 
sheath is ABS plastic injection moulded with a 
spring-loaded one-handed ambidextrous thumb 
release. The straps are velcro with auto-spring- 
loaded tensioning buckle. $34.95 plus $1.25 
P&H. 

G. TEKNA-LITE II 5.5” long, 1.125” diameter 
pocket light weighs only 4 oz., yet runs 4 hours 
on 2 AA Alkaline cells. Fool-proof rotating lens 
switch with virtually indestructable ABS and 
polycarbonate body. 1300 candlepower white- 
light output is unmatched for Its size. Complete¬ 
ly waterproof to 2000 feet. $9.95. 


K. LIFETOOL $14.95 


H 

H, MINI-14 FOREARM 
Only $13.95 

Made of the same high quality resin as the 
M|nM4 Peep Sight. 61,25 P&H. 





L, MINI-14 MATCH PEEP SIGHT 
$4.95 Plus $100 P&H 



Death To Tyrants~M. Knife $74.50 

N, T-Shirt 6.95 

O. Poster* 7,95 

SS. Group $79,50 

* Suitable for framing; autographed by August 1980 
cover S.O.F. artist Craig Nunn. 
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PHOENIX 


^ nk price Ilow Qfl£j/ 


I t TERROR .'Sttf*' 
Wops 


w 




Include $1.25 P&H for all T-shlrta 


PEACE 


PuUcoc* Mi* tea! 


CAMMO SWEAT 
SHIRT With Hood 
$26.95 + $1.50 
P&H 

CAMMO T-SHIRT 
(Short Sleeve) 
$7.95 + $1.25 
P&H 



ITEM 

QUANTITY 

SIZE 

S„M,L,XL 

CAMMO PATTERN 
SUMMER FALL 

EXTENDED 

PRICE 




































OVERSEAS ORDERS ADD 20% COLO. RESIDENTS ADD 3% 

TR1-FLON V,SA AND MASTER CHARGE 

^g. $5.95 TOTAL PRICE 

Sm. $2.95 pH0ENJX , NC p 0 Box 03 ^ Boulter, CO 80306 







T-SHIRTS $6.95 

Regular T-shirts are 100% pre-shrunk combed cotton. 
Cammo is cotton/polyester mix and comes in summer 
pattern. Rhodesian Army and Peace shirts are done with 
red and black ink. Please allow three to four weeks for 
delivery. Money back guarantee. 


NAME____ 

ADDRESS _ . . . _ . . 

CITY ____ _ STATE_ZIP. 
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BULLETIN BOARD 

ARINE PILOTS 
WANTED ... 

As always, the Marines are looking 
for a few good men, but in this case 
it’s for a few good men with proven 
ability as fliers. 

Marines Corps Reserve jet pilots 
are being asked to return to active du¬ 
ty to serve as flight instructors at 
either Naval Air Station, Pensacola, 
Fla., or Corpus Christi, Tex. 

The need, Marine Corps officials 
say, stems from an expected short¬ 
age of Marine flight instructors at 
those commands due to a planned in¬ 
crease in the number of Marines tak¬ 
ing flight training in fiscal 1981. 

For further information, interested 
personnel may contact Capt. Joe Hy- 
lan at (202) 694-2740, -3078 or -1986. 

M arine history 

AVAILABLE ... 

If you were a Marine in Vietnam, 
you can now find out where you were 
and why you were there — or at least 
the official Marine Corps reason for it. 

The information on all Marine oper¬ 
ations in Vietnam is available in The 
Marines In Vietnam 1954-1973; An An¬ 
thology and Annotated Bibliography . 
It may be obtained for $3.45 by writing 
to the Superintendent of Documents, 
Government Printing Office, Wash¬ 
ington, DC 20402 and specifying GPO 
No. 0855-00070. 


The Marines also have a number of 
other general and unit histories rang¬ 
ing from A History of Marine Corps 
Roles and Missions 1775-1962 to The 
Battle of Khe Sahn. A full list of 
available publications, including their 
modest prices, may be obtained by 
writing to History and Museums Divi¬ 
sion, Headquarters, United States Ma¬ 
rine Corps, Washington, DC 20380, 
and asking for “Marine Corps His¬ 
torical Publications In Print.” It’s free. 

EEKING AIRBORNE 
VETS ... 

Les Jasper, a former first lieutenant 
FO with the 101st Airborne Division in 
Vietnam, is writing a book about the 
conflict and would like to hear from 
former members of the 101st, 82nd 
and 173rd. His book will concentrate 
on the vast differences in life at the 
rear as contrasted to that of the infan¬ 
tryman in the field. Jasper was in 
’Nam in 1968 and would particularly 
like to hear from men who served 
there that year, but will be happy to 
get word from any former airborne 
trooper who was there at any time. He 
may be contacted by writing Les 
Jasper, P.O. Box 1135, Galesburg, IL 
61401. 

ARINE RECON 
TO REUNITE ... 

Efforts are underway to form a First 
Force Reconnaissance Association 
with tentative plans for an initial re¬ 


union of the elite Marine unit to be 
held at the beginning of this year. 

Former members who served from 
its formation on 19 June 1957 until 
disbandment on 30 September 1974 
and are interested in joining may con¬ 
tact Lt. Col. Patrick J. Ryan, USMC 
(Ret.), at 4688 Oregon St., San Diego, 

ca 92116 . yar 


FLAK 

Continued from page 8 
until after WWII. Why did we need the 
draft then and why do we want to return 
to it now? 

Regardless of sophisms, the primary 
reason is that we have troops stationed all 
around the world. The United States has 
succeeded in becoming what Lincoln and 
Teddy Roosevelt tried to make it — a 
great imperialistic empire. Ironically, even 
in this venture we have succeeded in 
becoming only third-rate imperialists, 
whose stature pales when compared to 
that great imperialistic power to the 
south: Cuba. And Cuba is dwarfed by 
perhaps the greatest imperialist force the 
world has ever known: the Soviet Union. 

The solution to our military and 
defense problems is to end our im¬ 
perialistic adventures and withdraw our 
troops from foreign soil. The savings 
from not having troops stationed in 
foreign countries plus those resulting from 
a concomitantly smaller army could be 
used to upgrade the pay and weapon 
systems of our armed services. 





The BANDIT... 


A specia Ity ng co moi n i n g a commands 
sty la watch band and a knile ehealh. The 
fully functionol watchband serves ae 
the base support for the leal her sheath 
Which i-S pasilkm&d 1b He worn Spanning 
the under/inside of the forearm. An 
adjustable security atTap at the point of 
Ihu sheath assures a close, comfortable 
fit, The sheath ia detachable so that Ihe 
band can he worn independenily. The 
rig is designed for high technology 
chronometers a id the AG. RuissaJrSlJng" 

and "Sting 1 a", but will also accommodate 
the Tekna and similar low profile edged 
weapons. 

Please specify size: S (GlGfc M (7); L(7Vz); 
XL (B) 

The Bandit rig is availably in black only 
anti is shipped postpaid for $16.00 from: 

ARMAMENT SYSTEMS 
PRODUCTS, UHLTD. 

P.O 

AllaMa, Ga. 30326 






TIGHTROPE 


For Small Fiame [5-ShciJ RsvcIvbi'b 
And Medium FiAine Eterni-AutomMiCS 


This unorthodox Style of tarry wag introduced in 
the lase1 950's and has enjoyed gome popularity in 
certain circles. En the limes when concealment is 
more desirable than speed oF draw, ye! weapon 
acce stability is critical, the TIGHTROPE may satisfy 
your priorities. The weapon Is presented to the hand 
at an angle that is natural for a calm-out grip and 
withdrawal. Careful attention Eo the details of 
engineering combined with custom hand finishing, 
overcomes the obvious limitations inherent in □ 
design of this nature, 

When ordering, please designate: the weapon to 
be earned; color choice (black or Ian); for right or 
Jeft hand draw. 


ARMAMENT SYSTEMS PRODUCTS, IINLTD. 

P O. Box 1 B5H5 AElawU. Ga- 30326 


To order, enclose $14.00 plus 
$2.00 for shipping and insurance to: 


... For law enforcement personnel, special 
duty agents, couriers, and others whose 
professions may require an additional back-up 
weapon, the SCRIBE is an idea* implement. The 
2'-Y' triangular blade is needle oointed and 
razor sharp, a nd is secu re ly housed i n I he c a p of 
a familiar ball point pen. The barrel of Ihe pen 
serves as the safety scabbard, end has been 
■constructed forquicktwisl separation 1 hat Prints 
(tie weapon ready Toi instant use. The unit can be 
safely carried in the shirt or suit pocket without 
attracting unwanted attention in situations 
where discretion is imperative. 


To order the SCRIBE send 
$25.00 plus $1.00 for shipping to: 


MM AMENT SYSTEMS PRODUCTS. UNITS 

P O. Box lasgs. Atlanta. Ga 
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The draft is not only unnecessary but 
immoral and unjust. The draft is simply a 
tax levied upon young men (and young 
women if ERA passes) equal to the dif¬ 
ference between what they would be paid 
to volunteer and what they are paid as 
draftees. Why should only this class be re¬ 
quired to bear such a heavy tax load? 

The draft may ameliorate the problem 
of quality recruits, but so would a higher- 
paid, smaller army. The latter would 
probably cause an enlistment oversupply, 
thus allowing recruiters to pick and 
choose higher-quality recruits. The draft 
certainly will not solve the problem of the 
exodus of senior NCOs and specialists un¬ 
less, of course, such people are drafted 
back into the armed services as soon as 
they leave. The solution to this problem 
begins with changing the pay scale — as 
Poos states. 

1 do not believe that a private in the in¬ 
fantry has to be paid the exorbitant salary 
implied by Poos. Rookie police officers 
are not. In peacetime, I believe that a 
police officer’s job is more dangerous 
than that of most infantry privates. Wages 
do not depend on the intelligence required 
to do a job or the danger involved in do¬ 
ing it. They depend on the supply of 
workers available who are willing and 
capable to do the job. 

Some final comments. First, the armed 
services are not the place for social ex¬ 
perimentation — not even that of egali¬ 
tarianism as suggested by Poos. 1 find this 


somewhat amusing considering the hierar¬ 
chical arrangement of the armed services. 
Second, our benevolent (should that be 
malevolent?) fathers in Washington have 
given our armed services the image of 
losers by not allowing them to win — 
since, well, come to think of it, the “inva¬ 
sions” of Arkansas in 1957 and 
Mississippi in 1962 — I don’t believe our 
soldiers have been allowed to win in my 
lifetime. (Not too many people want to 
join with losers.) 

The armed forces need to regain their 
image of being winners, which will be 
hard to do, considering the frequency 
with which they are betrayed by the 
political leaders of this country. Finally, 
the best, surest, safest and most economi¬ 
cal way to stop and defeat Soviet im¬ 
perialism is to stop selling them the rope 
which they are using to hang us. The 
Soviet war machine has been built and 
maintained by Western wealth and tech¬ 
nology. Without Western assistance, so¬ 
cialism would have kept the Soviet Union 
a backward, militarily weak country. 
Sincerely, 

Thomas C. Allen 
Raleigh, North Carolina 

Bob Poos replies: 

Thomas Allen writes a cogent, well- 
constructed letter and on some points I 
agree with him , but on most I don *t. 

I agree that Cuba and the Soviet Union 
are today’s imperialistic powers and that 


Russia may be the greatest one in history. 
However, I do not agree that stationing 
troops in Europe , Korea and Okinawa — 
about the only major concentrations to¬ 
day — constitutes a form of imperialism. 
Some might call it an effort to restrain im¬ 
perialism. 

Allen seems to long for the days of pre- 
WWII when the U.S. did indeed have a 
small, professional army. Even the hasty 
imposition of a peacetime draft, when it 
became obvious that America was going 
to get involved in that conflict, did not 
raise an army prepared to take the offen¬ 
sive for more than a year after Pearl Har¬ 
bor. We very nearly lost that war before 
we were really into it. And come the next 
war, Mr. Allen, we will have far less time 
to prepare. 

I did not suggest that a private in the in¬ 
fantry should be paid the same as people 
in hazardous civilian occupations. Quite 
the contrary . As far as a police officer’s 
job being more dangerous than that of a 
combat infantryman, I suspect that Allen 
has not been in infantry combat. I suggest 
that he discuss it with someone who is 
both a police officer and has been an in¬ 
fantry fighting man. 

I have very little argument with Allen’s 
last paragraphs. Of course the armed 
forces should not be guinea pigs for social 
experimentation. And we all know that it 
wasn’t the fault of the American fighting 
man that we settled for something slightly 
better than a tie in Korea and lost in Viet- 





ALL KNIFE PRICES 
INCLUDE SHEATH 
SI.00 POSTAGE HANDLING 
H-CHECKS-MONEY ORDERS 
? MASTER CHARGE OR VISA 
NE ORDERS, CALL 24 HOURS 
1-318-674-3055 
k RES. ADD 3% SALES TAX 
NO C.O.D.'S 

RNATIONAL ORDERS WELCOME 

0W3T0 4 WEEK DELIVERY. 


KNIVES ETC. 

P.O. BOX 4309 
SHREVEPORT, LA 71104 
ATT. MAIL ORDER 


Indicate quantity in box. 

1 Benchmark “MORAY" 
4'Blade 440C'S59.00. 


2 Gerber "COMMAND 11” 

6Y Blade Special 
Alloy Steel S57.50 
{Not Shown) “COMMAND I' 
5" Blade 547.50 

3 A.G. Russell “STING" 
Hardwood Handle 

3 V Blade 549 95 


Not Shown) “ALL STEEL” 539.95 
(Not Shown) “ALL STEEL” 
Black Chrome 544.95 
4 Gerber “MARK II” 

&/*" Blade Special 
Alloy Steel 557.50 
n 5 Almar “FANG" 

Blade R.S. 30 Steel 580.00 
□ 6 Gerber “MARK I” 

5" Blade Special 
Alloy Steel 547.50 
Q 7 Benchmark '-‘NINJA * 1 * 3 ’ 

4" Blade 440C S49.95 
□ 8 Kershaw “TROOPER” 

5V' Blade 440C 575.00 
D 9 Explorer “BOOT KNIFE” 

3 V Blade 440S.S. 529.95 
□ 10 Explorer “SURVIVAL” 

5" Blade 440S.S. 525.95 
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nam. Those responsible for the outcome 
in both countries resided in Washington, 
D.C . — some of them in the White 
House. 

G eography 
lesson ... 

Sirs: 

As an NRA member, a charter member 
of the Second Amendment Foundation, 
an Air Force veteran, a member of the 
Nevada Army National Guard, a former 
resident of the late, not-so-great state of 
Massachusetts and an avid handgunner, I 
would like to comment on “Conversation 
Piece” (Bulletin Board, SOF, November 
’80). 

Larry Braden made some rather gross, 
inaccurate generalizations. Calculus pro¬ 
fessors from New Jersey are not New 
Englanders nor are they at all represen¬ 
tative of them. The majority of professors 
tend to be politically inclined to the left 
and align themselves with liberal causes — 
groups not geared toward possession of 
firearms. 

Massachusetts is the only New England 
state that is anti-gun, and that is more a 
function of the liberal, Kennedy political 
power structure than the mandate of the 
people. Maine, New Hampshire and Ver¬ 
mont have realistic gun laws, do not pro¬ 
hibit possession of handguns and have ex¬ 
tremely low crime rates. An automatic- 
weapons club in Maine acts as consultant 
for the Army National Guard. 


New England history is steeped in the 
tradition of taking up arms to repel in¬ 
vaders. Hunting is a way of life in New 
England and many families supplement 
their food supply with venison each year. 
Please, Larry Braden, don’t sell us short 
because of a couple of flakes. We’re really 
nice people and staunch supporters of gun 
ownership. 

Sincerely, 

Ron Shaver 
Reno, Nevada 

C ONVENTION GETS 
MEDIA OK ... 

Sirs: 

I would like to congratulate you on the 
thoroughly professional manner in which 
you conducted the convention. I must ad-' 
mit that I expected to meet a bunch of 
“crazies” running amok, but found in¬ 
stead many remarkable, thoughtful and 
articulate guys for whom I developed gen¬ 
uine respect. 

I look forward to next year’s conven¬ 
tion. 

Very truly yours, 

Edward B. Kislinger 
Filmways Pictures, Inc. 

Beverly Hills, California 

M erc activity 

IN AFRICA ... 

Sirs: 

I have been a professional soldier in 
southeast Africa for over 30 years, and in 


the course of my career I have known of 
almost all significant operatives in this 
region. Lately, I have taken on another 
profession — more complementary to my 
age now — as a free-lance journalist. 

Of late there has been some activity in 
northwest Kenya and southern Uganda 
which centers around training operatives 
in the Lake Victoria region. These 
operatives appear to be directed by a 
group from Hong Kong. At least that 
seems to be the case. 

During the summer of 1980, certain in¬ 
dividuals of English and German back¬ 
grounds, two of whom carried Hong 
Kong travel documents, flew into the 
area. Activities appear to be simply train¬ 
ing in nature. However, personnel appear 
to be heading south to an undisclosed 
region which I personally believe to be 
Mozambique. 

I have been almost entirely unsuccessful 
in determining any other identification of 
this group, since there has been con¬ 
siderable secrecy and security. Locations 
vary and I assume the group has well coor¬ 
dinated direction either from Hong Kong 
or elsewhere. 

Since I am still endeavoring to write and 
investigate this organization, any help or 
information you can provide would be 
very much appreciated. 

Yours faithfully, 

Michael Smith 

c/o The Standard Newspaper 
Nairobi, Kenya 




Car Tools 


M5ISHEB 
FOR LOCH-SMITHS 


Identification 


CORVETTE TOOL. . No.ALS-16 

Can be used in a matter of seconds on either door of all late 
models. Made of high carbon spring steel, hand finished. $9.30 

PORSCHE OPENER ...... No. ALS-914 

Will work on both doors ot model #914 Porsche. Makes the un¬ 
locking doors so EASY you will be amazed. High quality music 
wire, cad-chrome plated_ $9.30 

VOLKSWAGEN TOOL A . .No. ALS-14 

Made for earlier VW models, but has many other uses, like lift¬ 
ing door buttons, turning handles on vent windows. Durable 
music wire, cad chrome finish, illustrated instructions. . .$9.30 

VOLKSWAGEN TOOL B . . .No.ALS-15 

For latest models of Volkswagen Bug and Bus. Durable music 
wire, cad chrome finish. Instruction sheet....... ... ,$9.30 

DELUXE FINGER SET ,. No. ALS-4 

For opening foreign and domestic automobiles with vent win¬ 
dows — both button and handle types. Made of carbon spring 
steel, can be formed into different shapes. $11.30 

SLIM LONG JOHN . .No. ALS-30" 

Esqec^fhr 1980 fcard-to-open automobiles — only one end of 
tool enters car — no damage to locking mechanism. Slimmer 
than any other tool available. Made of .032 clock spring steel, 
measures 30" long. Cad chrome finish. FREE handle. .. .$9.30 

SUPER SLIM JIM... . .No. ALS-11 

For easier, faster openings on most foreign and domestic cars. 
Made wider and thicker with new concave end, revised hook 
design. Locating locking operating rod is easier. Does not enter 
inside of car. Made from best high carbon spring steel. .032 
thick by 1 ’A inch wide and 22'h inches fong.$9.30 

NEW SLIM JIM. No.ALS-10 

Most valuable car opening device ever! Faster! Open car using 
only one end of tool. Both push-down and pull-up methods In¬ 
corporated at same end. Does not enter inside car. Spring steei 
finish. .032 thick by inch wide and 22% inches long .$9.30 

IMPORTANT — The following {signed} statement must 
accompany all orders for "picking tools: I am licensed to prac¬ 
tice locksmithing or a licensed apprentice. OR I am over 21 
years old. have never been convicted of any crime which might 
preclude my participation in this trade. OR i am learning the 
trade through "self-teaching." 


£ ID MATURE. 


CATE 


CATALOG $1.00 
MONEY 0R0ERS ONLY 
IN STORE OR BY MAIL 



THE PAPER TRIP .$14.70 

THE PAPER TRIP II ..$16.70 

Everything you ever wanted to know about false IDs! The BEST, 
MOST COMPLETE books on the subject. 

THE BUCK BAG OWNER’S MANUAL. ,..$7.75- 

What can go wrong with false identification, how to ditch your 
new personality, and MORE! 

PRIVACY .. ..$14.75 

Make good use of your new Identity — avoid taxes, bank in 
Switzerland, establish secret mall systems, and MORE! 



CRIMINAL USE OF FALSE IDENTIFICATION. ..$5.35 

It you want to disappear from the government records, learn 
how . . . right from tne horse's mouth — the U.S. Department 
of Justice. 

COUNTERFEIT CREDIT CARO METH00S EXP0SE0 . . .$9.30 

An Illustrated police technical manual on credit card counterfeit¬ 
ing — how phony cards are made, what the banks do to stop 
counterfeiting, etc. 


Lock Pick Books 


Lock flcklng Strained. . .. $6.50 

Pdlce Guide Id Lock Picking 

And IhlprfritEJlack PkAs .. 6.50 

Lock Pick Design klnmip' ....... 6.50 

L«ks. Picks and 'Clicks .... 7.50 

Lcck Qul 4 . .. 8.50 

r nwfunfe-v fepossBSSldn y In the Steal of the Nite .. .13.50 

i Crated An of Lock Pfe&Hg. .... 8.50 

COfflpHneHOnatWktfLfiCkS^dljKkKnllhlng 8.50 

Hew In Make Your £hn prnlnsslnnal Lack lais.. 8.00 


SURVIVAL BOOKS 


FORGED, ALTERE0 AN0 COUNTERFEIT CHECKS ..... .$8.85 

The ping-pong scam, counterfeit bank certifications, do-it- 
yourself check printing! All the ins and outs of hanging paper. 



HOW DRIVERS LICENSES ARE MA0E 

WITH THE POUROIO CAMERA. . .$9.30 

With a few inexpensive pens, art supplies and a camera, anyone 
can counterfeit a driver's license. Detailed illustrations. 



100 WAYS TO DISAPPEAR AN0 LIVE FREE.. .$3.35 

Advice on handling every-day situations with your new identity. 
Avoid attending church, use a mail forwarding service, blend Ini 
A real handbook to survival! 



SHORT CONS .$11.30 

All the hot scams — the wallet drop, three-card monte, poker 
bunco, etc. Shows how hustlers make a living. 



THE INTERNATIONAL MAN. .... $17.95 

Feel like leaving the USA for good? Here's everything you need 
to know about resettling in another country — passports, ox- 
tradition taws, asylum, world currency. A complete guide to the 
world’s last frontiers! 


11106 MAGNOLIA BLV0., 0EPT. SOF 
NORTH H0LLYW000, CALIF. 91601 
(213) 763-0804 
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Any reader who has information can 
get in touch with Mr . Smith at the above 
address.—The Eds. 

S UPPORT FREEDOM, 

FREE AFGHANISTAN ... 

Sirs: 

We were happy to see your advertise¬ 
ment on the back cover of the December 
’80 SOF. Now we have a place to which 
we can direct funds. Dr. Eden Naby, who 
went with Dan Rather and CBS to Jalala¬ 
bad for the program “60 Minutes’* last 
March, is the leading person behind our 
organization, composed of Afghans as 
well as Americans and others, so any con¬ 
tacts can be sent to the below address or to 
Dr. Naby. 

At our last meeting, three copies of 
Soldier of Fortune were passed around to 
show that at least one organization has the 
guts to speak out about direct aid to the 
Afghans. Washington is hopeless and the 
refugee organizations, for the most part, 
spend more money on receptions in New 
York City or on Pakistani sticky fingers 
than one can even suspect. Maybe some¬ 
one will finally listen and aid the people 
who are fighting for us. 

Sincerely yours, 

Richard N. Frye 
Free Afghanistan 
P.O. Box 412 
Boston, MA 02112 
Continued on page 83- 


SELLERS 

Continued from page 29 

I will leave it for those who study the 
workings of the mind to determine how 
much of these jackals’ devotion to their 
trade is rooted in the profit motive, and 
how much in what might be termed job 
satisfaction. But any way you look at it, it 
must be a hell of a way to make a living. 

I would like to mention a few points to 
bear in mind: 

L An employer may require you to ob¬ 
tain your passport, visa and immunization 
at your own expense. But don’t send mon¬ 
ey to anyone except those who dispense 
these services. As for processing or docu¬ 
mentation fees, any company capable of 
obtaining a contract with a corporation or 
government will be able to pay for its per¬ 
sonnel operations without any help from 
you. 

2. In a face-to-face situation, find out 
at once who the person you are talking to 
is supposed to be representing. If you 
have any doubts, check out what he has to 
say. If he’s on the level, he won’t be of¬ 
fended. 

3. Answer any mention of earnest mon¬ 
ey with a quick exit. Any offer to lower 
the amount just for you is an indication 
that the person you are talking to prob¬ 
ably received his basic training as a con ar¬ 
tist in the vanity publishing or recording 
industry. 


4. Anyone who assures you he can find 
you something somewhere will find you 
nothing anywhere. The only reason 
anyone is going to hire a United States 
citizen to do anything is because this 
country contains more people with desired 
skills at the best price, or because he is re¬ 
quired by law or by the terms of his con¬ 
tract to do so. 

So what does a person do? Agree that 
it’s a jungle out there and give up? Not 
necessarily. 

In a city of any size the libraries have 
telephone books and the newsstands 
newspapers from major U.S. cities and 
sometimes foreign ones. A person can clip 
classified ads for overseas positions that 
look legitimate and make a list of corpora¬ 
tions with overseas operations. He can 
send out resumes that he composes 
himself and make phone calls. If he is 
young enough, he can try to decide what 
skills will be in demand in foreign opera¬ 
tions in two or three or five years, and set 
out to get them. 

This approach will have none of the al¬ 
lure of the scams — no maps and travel 
posters on the wall, no genial man anxious 
to help you get away from debt or roman¬ 
tic problems, or doing meaningless work 
with a bunch of jerks who have found 
their rut and are overjoyed with it. 

And like looking for a job anywhere, it 
will be a gamble. But this way you’ll be us¬ 
ing your own deck. 


THE MOST ADVANCED 
COMPETITION RIFLE IN THE WORLD! 



SSQ Marksman 


Ten shots —300 yards — 2%" group! 

For unerring championship per¬ 
formance, Mannlicher has created 
these top-ranked competition rifles 
for match shooters everywhere— 

SSG Marksman. The ideal metallic 
silhouette rifle; in .308 Win. Choice 
of indestructible ABS "Cycolac” or 
walnut stock. Adjustable length of 


pull from 12%" to 14". Hooded 
blade front sight, folding leaf rear. 
Parkerized finish. Choice of single or 
double-set triggers. Five or ten shot 
magazine. Heavy duty receiver 
dove-tailed for scope mounting. 

Four lands and grooves—right hand 
twist—one turn in 12". Shown with 
Kahles ZF69 scope (optional). 

SSG Match. Features mounted rail 
for Walther target peep sights; ad¬ 


justable sling travel; match bolt; 
heavy barrel. Four lands and grooves 
— right hand twist—one turn in 8". 

For the name of the Mannlicher 
dealer nearest you, write: Mannlicher, 
85 Metro Way, Secaucus, N J 07094. 


ORIGINAL 


SSG Match 
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RATTLERS 

^ & Rattler 
Hunters 


The story of rattlesnakes 
and the men that hunt 
and capture them 
alive. A well illus¬ 
trated book de¬ 
scribing the habits 
of rattlesnakes, 
hunting methods, 
first aid for snake¬ 
bite and much more. 


$4.95 postpaid. 
Hess Books, 

Box 225, RD# 1, 
Saxton, Pa. 16678 

J 


IT HAPPENED 

Continued from page 18 

been quiet for several days and they need¬ 
ed excitement — with the predictable re¬ 
sults, although it cost us a night on the 
perimeter awaiting an attack. 

As a result of the “simulated attack/’ 
one adviser received an award for bravery. 
He saved a drowning REMF who could 
not hold his liquor. The REMF was load¬ 
ed with weapons and ammo and fell into 
the water-holding tank (swimming pool). 
We did not tell our REMF counterparts of 
our proof-positive test with the simulator, 
but we did let a few of the real soldiers 
know, and of course we had a good laugh 
at the REMFs* expense. 

If you have a combat or adventure 
story for “It Happened to Me” or “I 
Was There,” triple-space type it and 
send it to SOF, P. O. Box 693, Boulder s 
CO 80306 , Att: M.L. Jones. All stories 
should be 500 words or less. Upon 
publication , SOF will become owner of 
all publication rights. Submitted ar¬ 
ticles are subject to editing and revi¬ 
sion, although their content and theme 
will not be changed. Photos (with cap¬ 
tions and credits) are also helpful . 
Captions should be typed on a separate 
sheet of paper and keyed to each 


photograph. Enclose a stamped , self- 
addressed envelope so we can notify 
you of acceptance or return of your 
story. Article payment is $50, upon 
publication. All entrants will receive an 
SOF patch. 

* 


THE 

MX MILITARY exchange 

If it's military, MX is for you! MX is your International 
monthly paper for buying, selling, and trading every¬ 
thing mifitary. MX covers all arms, vehicles, equipment, 
and supply - land, sea, and air. $6.00 for 12 monthly 
issues. Act now and you gel a FREE 20 word classified 
ad (at our 9C per word rate) . Our low classified and 
display ad rates are attractively priced and can't be 
beat! MX, The Military Exchange, P. O. Box 3, Dept. 
5F, Torrington, CT 06790 




Kingsley Carlstein and Gordon Cormack have combined many years 
hunting and safari experience in Africa to put together a very fine 
trophy antelope safari. References from numerous satisfied and 
successful hunters can be provided. The hunting areas consist of a 
mixture of bush and open plains and are extensive In area. 


CHARGES INCLUDE: 

1. Very comfortable accommodation, 
meals and laundry. 

2. All licences and concession fees. 

3. All mileage and transfer fees to and 
from airport to hunting areas. 

4. Services of professional hunters and 
staff (trackers, skinners, cooks and 
cleaners). 

5. Field preparation of trophies. 

6. All reasonable requests to make your 
safari a success. 

CHARGES DO NOT INCLUDE: 

1. Alcoholic beverages — available at 
cost. 

2. Extra journeys made out of hunting 
areas at client’s request. 

3.Items of a personal nature. 

4. Hiring of rifles and ammunition — 
available at R10 per day. 

5. Dipping, packing, shipping and in¬ 
surance of trophies. 

THERE ARE NO HIDDEN CHARGES. 

Dates are available from March to end of 

November. 

DEPOSIT: 

A 30% deposit is required to confirm 


your booking. Balance payable on ar 
rival. 

DAILY CHARGES: 

1 client one professional hunter R300 
per day. 

2 clients one professional hunter R280 
per day each. 

Accompanying non hunters R 50 per 
day. 

TROPHY FEES: 

Bjesbok. R120 

Blue, Wildebeeste...R220 

Black, Wildebeeste.R450 

Duiker, Grey.R 50 

Eland.. . R450 

Gemsbok.R425 

Hartebeeste, Red.R400 

Impala... R120 

Kudu.R400 

Reedbuck, Mt.R100 

Springbuck. k . R 75 

Springbuck, Black.R300 

Steinbuck.R 50 

Zebra.R400 

Trophy fees are payable for all animals 
shot or wounded and lost. 


TULA 

HUNTING SAFARI 

5, Anchises Street, Kimberley 8301, 
Republic of South Afica. 
Telephone—(0531) 21616 


HUNT WITH 
THE PROFESSIONALS 
Kingsley Carlstein and Gordon 
Cormack offer you very fine 
hunting in Southern Africa. 10 day 
safaris for a wide variety of 
trophies. 
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U.S. CAVALEY STORE me. 

1375 North Wilson Road 
Radcliff, Kentucky 40160 
Call (502) 351-1164 
WORLD WIDE CATALOG SALES 
POSTPAID to U.S./A PO / FPO 


GENUINE U.S. ARMY 
LENSATIC COMPASS 
(FSB6605-151-5337). 

New First quality 
With pouch and 26" lanyard 

#07-1308 

Lensatic Compass $39.75 




DEFILADE FIELD MAP CASE. 

Tri-fold map case Gripper strip 
closure protects maps from ele¬ 
ments. 

lightweight 10" x 12" open. 

10" x 5" closed 
#07-1143 Camouflage outer 
#07-1144 Olive drab outer $11.75 



MILITARY WATCH. 

New government issue 
olive drab nylon band. 
Made by Hamilton. 

17 jewel, Quality 
watch can be 
repaired. 

Stainless steel back. 

#05-1220 $59.75 


SPECIAL FORCES COMBAT STOVE. Small 
lightweight, portable Contains stove base, wind clip, 
drinking cup. cooking pan. spoon/handle, solid 
fuel packet 

#13-1079 Special Forces^ 

Com Oat Stove 



hood 


SURVIVAL/RESCUE 
TOOL. 

Unique handle allows use 
of hands while holding 
the tool Uses include 
axe. chisel, saw. wire 
stripper, plane, wedge, 
knive. bone saw. glass cutter Stainless steel with 
nylon cord and leather sheath 
#05-1137 Survival/Rescue Tool $39.75 



$12.75 

Send $2.00 for a FULL COLORl 


18" STEEL MACHETE. Made of sturdy steel 
Durable black plastic handle Genuine U S military 
item 

#07-1239 18" Steel Machete W™ 

4-BLADE POCKET KNIFE. Genuine issue 
USMC and U S Army Stainless steel Contains 
blade bottle opener can opener hole punch Per¬ 
fect tor the single knife scabbard 
#07-1237 4-Blade Pocket Knife $8.50 

U.S. ARMY SURVIVAL KNIFE. Genuine 
issue Rugged carbon steel blade with sereated 
back edge lor sawing Hammer-end handle Lea¬ 
ther scabbard and sharpening stone included 
#07-1234 U S Army Survival Knife $19.75 

MARINE CORPS SURVIVAL KNIFE. 

Genuine issue Carbon steel blade 12" full length 
Comes complete with leather scabbard Brand new 
#05-1061 USMC Survival Knife $19.75 

Li64 PAGE CATALOG! 


MILITARY GRAPHICS 

DEPT. 3 - BOX 228 
DUNKIRK, MARYLAND 

20754 


t 




WORLDS LARGEST SELECTION OF MILITARY 
INSIGNIA SPORTSWEAR 


FOR LARGER SELECTION SEND SI.00 FOR CATALOG - 
CHECK-MONEY ORDER-MASTER CHARGE-VISA ; 
PHONE (301) 741-5216 


.. RING NECK—T-SHIRTS S8.50 SWEATSHIRTS $10.50 T-SHIRTS $7.50 


Style Body Color/Trim 


A. 

R. 

C. 

D. 

E. 

F. 


Li. Green—Drk. Green 
White—Drk. Green 
White—Blue 
Tan—Brown 
Lt. Blue—Drk. Blue 
Grav—Black 


C'-olors Available 
White, Blue, Green, 
Gold, Gray, Scarlet 


Colors Availahle 
White. Blue, Tan, 
Cold. Green, Scarier 


♦Orders oui.sidc the U.S. Ke Canada, add 20P?- to prices for Air-Mail Delivery* 

•Delivery Within 4 Weeks* 

♦Credit Card Orders—Include all Numbers on Card* 


Specify Shirt Typo ■ Color • Style ■ Insignia No. • Shin Sizes. Small—Medium—Large.—X-I.arge 


1. U.S. Special Forces 16. 

2. U.S. Marine Carps Insignia 17. 

3. British Commando 18. 

4. U.S. Master Airborne Wings 19. 

5. U.S. Senior Airborne Wings 20. 

6. U.S. Novice Airborne Wings 21. 

7. U.S. 101st Airborne 22. 

8. U.S. 82nd Airborne 23. 

9. U.S. Marine Corps Recon Wings 24. 

10. Rhodesian Airborne Wings 25. 

11. U.S. Navy S.F.A.L. Insignia 26. 

12. Rhodesian Security Force 27. 

13. British Special Air Service 28. 

14. French Foreign Legion 29. 

15. French Commando 30. 


British Parachute Regt. 31. 

British Rovalc Marines 32. 

Waffen SS Runes 33. 

SS Deaths Head 34. 

Scottish-Blaekv atch 35, 

Vict-Nam—Airborne Wings 36 

U.S.M.C. Drill Instructor 37 

5th Special Forces Group 38. 

101st Air Assault 39, 

Explosive Ordinance Disposal 40. 

U.S. Army Ranger Insignia 41, 

Special Forces—Special Operations 42, 
British—Long Range Desert Group 43, 
Rhodesian Selous Scouts 44. 

Special Forces—Mike Force 45. 


Desils Brigade—Airborne 
10th Special Forces Group 
Luftwaffe Eagle 
Rhodesian African Rifles 
I.ovat Scouts—Scottish 
Grenadier Guards—British 
Royal Scots Grevs—Scottish 
Scottish Rifles 
Irish Guards—British 
Fallschirm-Jager—Germans 
L.R.R.P.—Airborne 
1st Cav.—Airmobile 
Wild Geese—Airborne 
Royal Scots Fusiliers 
R.A.F.—Pilots Wings 


AWARD CERTIFICATES *8x11 in Color* 
C-l U.S.M.C.—Force Rccon 
C*2 Special Forces 

03 U.S. NavyKE.A.L. 

04 U.S. Airborne—Master 

05 U.S. Army Ranger 

C-6 Special Forces—Jungle Expert 

07 Special Forces—Guerrilla Warfare 

C-8 Special Forces—Weapons Expert 

09 Rhodesian Security Force 

01(1 U.S. Marine Corps—Weap. Expert 

Oil U.S. Airborne—Senior 

C-12 Special Korcrs—Demolition Expert 

013 Rhodesian—Parachute Rcgt. 

014 U.S. Navy S.E.A.L.—Weap, Export 
015 5th Special Forces Group 


♦Space for Namc/Rank/Dates* *58.00 each 3 for $15.00* 
C-16 U.S. Marine Corps—Rifle Expen 
017 U.S. Marine Corps—Pistol Expert 
018 U.S. Army—H.A.L.O. 

C-I9 U.S. Armv—Rifle Expert 

C-20 U.S. Armv—Pistol Expert 

G-21 U.S. Armv—Automatic Weapons Expert 

C-22 U.S.M.C.—Automatic Weapons Expert 

C-23 U.S. ,Navv S.E.A.L.—Demolitions Expert 

024 U.S. Army Ranger—Mountain Warfare Export 

C-25 U.S. Army Ranger—Jungle Warfare Expert 

(.-26 U.S. Armv—Long Range Reconnaissance Platoon 

027 U.S. Armv—Airborne Path Finder 

(,-28 U.S. Army—Hand to Hand Combat Instructor 

(.-29 U.S. Army—Heavy W'capons Fxpen 

C-30 U.S.M.C.—Heavy Weapons Expert 
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HANOI 

Continued from page 54 

The Thai troops along the border north 
and south of Aranyaprathet were well 
equipped, seemingly professional and ob¬ 
viously vigilant. Their surprisingly good 
performance last June during the two 
days of heavy border fighting triggered by 
Vietnamese attacks provided an obvious 
boost to morale. 

An airborne-qualified infantry major 
whose unit was dug in south of 
Aranyaprathet no doubt reflected the 
esprit of many younger officers when he 
insisted, repeatedly, that “the Vietnamese 
will never pass my battalion.” 

Thai Troop Deployment 

To cover the vulnerable Wathana Gap, 
the Thai army had deployed an infantry 
division, one armored regiment, an in¬ 
dependent infantry regiment and several 
artillery battalions. A single regiment of 
Thai marines had been assigned the long 
stretch of border running along the foot¬ 
hills of the Cardamoms to the Gulf of 
Siam. 

As of mid-October, the Vietnamese had 
concentrated elements of at least seven, 
and perhaps as many as 10, divisions in 
western Cambodia. 

If events went beyond the forces de¬ 
ployed by both sides along the border, the 
Thais would be no less disadvantaged. 
Thailand’s largely untested armed forces 
total only 220,000 on active duty. The 
Vietnamese, who have been fighting con¬ 
tinually for nearly 40 years, mobilized 
after the 1979 border war with China and 
now maintain one million men under 
arms. 


A False Note 


On my last night along the border, 1 sat 
in the Aran Cafe sipping a beer and trying 
to unwind. Graceful Thai couples were 
dancing sedately to the music of a local 
band. The contrast was overwhelming. A 
few kilometers away, young Cambodians 
were pulling outpost duty in the rain. 

1 wondered how much longer the music * 
would last in Aranyaprathet. 


NAZI-Collectors M-43 Style 
Black S-S Caps. Only $15.00 
Postpaid. Order your si/e 
NOW. Our 224 pate fully il¬ 
lustrated catalog only $3.00(free 
with order). 

Over 40.0C0 Items in Stock 
W.W. *2 Lid. <F> Box if2063 
St. Louis. MO. 63158 


F“ 

THE COLT .45 AUTO PISTOL S6.30 

AR-15, M-16 AND M-16A (5,56mm Rifles) . S8.70 

INGRAM MAC-10 55.50: Ml CARBINE $8.75 

The most comprehensive, best illustrated manuals lor the use, 
maintenance and repair of inese efteettve weapons. 

Money order or credit card only* in store or by mail* catalog $1.00 
SURVIVAL BOOKS (213) 763-0804 
Dept SDF • 11106 Magnolia Blvd • North Hollywood. CA 91601 
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IS ROBBED 


Ransacked. Yom Prized Pos¬ 
sessions Gone, and even Loved 
Ones in Danger! Protect your Home 
with "AT YOUR PERIL" Decals on each 


window. Even if you do not have an Alarm system or gun the 
Burglar not knowing, will move on to an easier target. 

The Burglar's greatest fear is to trip an alarm and then face 
The Aimed Citizen. So turn that power of fear to your advad¬ 
vantage Order Now before it Happens to You. 

DECAL 3Vi' DIAM. is Bone white on Jet Black sticks on in¬ 
side or outside of glass. 

4 Decals $ 3.98 • Save! 8 For *5.98 

“19 WAYS TO PROTECT 
YOUR HOME FROM 
BURGLARY’’ 

Fast Delivery • Money Beck Guarantee • Clip Ad. 

T & G ENTERPRISES DEPT. 9824 

428 UNION AVE. PATffiSQN, NEW JERSEY 07502 



The famous C.I.A. 

“Get out of jail free” card 

An exact reprint of the C.I.A. Covert Opera¬ 
tions i.D. card carried by members of the 
SOG (Studies and Observations Group) in 
S.E. Asia during the Viet Nam Era. 

. .Do not detain or question him! He is 
authorized to wear civilian clothing, carry 
unusual personal weapons, pass into res¬ 
tricted areas, requisition equipment of all 
types .. 

“If he is killed, do not remove this document 
from him! Etc. . . printed in three colors! 

SOLD AS A WAR $5.00 

RELIC ONLY! guaranteed! 

Devil’s Brigade 

Box 392 

Mt Ida. Arkansas 71957 



New! 

A Kaufman s Exclusive! □ COMMANDO SUBDUED DOG 
TAGS - Set includes: 2 G.l. Stainless Steel tags (regulation 
size) specially treated to be non-glare flit black, plus 2 black 
(4" & 24") ball chains . ... .$4.00/set ppd. 

Also □ regulation G.l. dog tags of stainless steel 

set as above .$2.50/set ppd. 

Want us to emboss them? We ll print ANYTHING - to 6 lines, 
up to 16 characters per line (spaces count) Please print info 
desired. □ Embossing Only 75c per tag. 

T-Shirts TELL IT ALLI Huge Striking designs of killer elite, 
commando forces. Our finest quality shirts feature Bold 2 
color imprints. NOT a rubbery heat transfer. WON T peel, chip, 
fade or make you sweat 1 Choose □ Soecial Forces (Grey 
shirt, black & white design. Shrink-free, comfort blend. 50% 
polyester/50% cotton) or □ Airborne/Ranger (Black shirt, 
red & white design. Natural fiber 100% cotton). Only $7.95 
plus$1.25 shipping each. Specify size (S, M, L. XL). Another 
Kaufman’s Exclusive! 

Check or money order to: 

Kaufman's West. Dept. A-33 


All orders shipped 
within ?4 hours by UPS 


504 Yale S.E.. Albuquerque, N.M. 87106 

V SATISFACTION GUARANTEED 
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J USTICE 

FOR ALL ... 

It was with a sense of justice well done 
that I read of Robin Moore’s removal 
from the SOF convention. I fought, ate 
and lived with too many blacks in 
Rhodesia to accept the blatant racism of 
this man. 

It was the consensus of opinion that his 
position in the scheme of things was one 
of bloated self-importance and that prob¬ 
ably his only motivations were racism and 
crass economic exploitation of a gravely 
unjust situation in Rhodesia. Moore was 
present there, I suspect, far less than he 
would like for us to believe and his con¬ 
tribution was far less than he would like to 
believe. When he was there, holding his 
informal but structured get-togethers, one 
felt a ghoulish presence, much like coming 
across hyenas feeding on an old carcass in 
the bush. He stripped the flesh from the 
bones of our experiences, strictly for 
financial gain. Moore gave nothing but lip 
service and hamburgers to those of us in¬ 
volved in a struggle of conscience — and 
beer only to loosen tongues. 

Respectfully, 

Name Withheld 

M edical 

queries ... 

Sirs: 

As a medical student, Army Reserve of¬ 
ficer and Vietnam vet who will soon be 
back on active duty (hopefully with an 
elite combat unit), I’m concerned that 
Washington, D.C., is wasting valuable 
time denying the obvious — the com¬ 
munist use of poison and knockout 
gasses, chemical warfare, poisoned/hol- 
lowpoint small-arms ammo, etc., on their 
enemies — and is not training military 
physicians to treat these types of 
casualties. Any info you can steer me to 
concerning exactly what chemicals the 
communists are using and what treat¬ 
ments are proving most effective would be 
immensely appreciated. 

Sincerely, 

James R. Uhl 
Kansas City, Missouri 
You might check “Mysterious 
Wounds" (SOF, September *80). Any 
hints other readers might have well pass 
on to Mr, Uhl.—The Eds. 

C hemical 

IRRITANT COURSE ... 

Sirs: 

In “I Was There*’ (SOF, November 
’80), the anonymous writer deemed 
chemical weapons ineffective against the 
agitated or insane. Although he is a brave 
man, he is uninformed about chemical ir¬ 
ritants. 

First, the author referred to agent CS as 
“Mace.” Mace® is a registered trademark 


Be Prepared! 

“LEARN TO SURVIVE” 
Ken Hale’s “1981” 

CATALOG OF BOOKS ON SURVIVAL 
AND RELATED SKILLS 


My New 32 Page Book Catalog is Ready 

“BE A SURVIVOR.” 

Only the wise and strong shall sur¬ 
vive the coining turmoil in America 
.Depression, Economic Col¬ 
lapse, or even NUCLEAR WAR I? 
We cover SELF-DEFENSE, WEAP¬ 
ONS, LIVING IN THE WILDS, GUER¬ 
RILLA WARFARE, DEMOLITIONS, 
plus much more. 

If you don’t have my catalog 
yet. . DON’T DELAY! 

It ’s the BIGGEST & BEST 
In Its Field. Rush $2.00 to: 
KEN HALE (109 ) 
McDonald, ohio 44437 
“LEARN TO SURVIVE” 
i’ll send it free, if you don't have 
bucks, But GET IT NOW... 


Send to 

Name_ 

Address_ 

City_State_Zip 



You Can Survive 

wwni 


You can 
survive... 
if you know 
how. These 
manuals don’t 
gloss over the 
truth. They are 
realistic and give 
the straight facts 
about the ultimate 
weapons. They cover 
problems often skipped 
by other bocks. 

NUCLEAR WAR SURVIVAL — The information 
that will save your life, put together as only a pro¬ 
fessional can do it. “Nontechnical and directfy to 
the point. ..’’Journal of Civil Defense. L*1 $6.99 

SHELTER/REFUGE DEFENSE — The book on 
guarding your shelter against desperate preda¬ 
tors. Everything you’ll need to stay alive and to 
keep wh3t's yours. L-9 $7.49 

CHEM1CAUBIOLOGICAL WARFARE — Not just 
what it is and how it works, but how to survive this 
deadliest form of warfare. L-12 $6.98 

All concisely written by Duncan Long to 
help you protect your loved ones when your world 
goes insane. 

All prices include tax and postage. 

MONEYBACK GUARANTEE 


Mail to: 

Booh* 

LONG SURVIVAL PUBLICATIONS 

Bax 162. DtpL FF-2 

Wimeco, KS 66547 

Total enclosed: 

Name 

Address 


City 



Hurry.. .It may be later than you think. 
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190 


PAP.TVCPANT 

DON’T \ 

1961^75 

TREAD 

tiP-- 


192 

134 



183 


PEACE THROUGH 

strength” 


%s tHE 



7> v 

* 'VEAL't'' 


M- 

'*OfiT T\t^ 


Send Size (S.M.L.XL) 
and $7 • 95 

K&L SHIRTS 

P.O. Box 9078 1 
Van Nuys, CA 91409 


*°gS«E b 6 q 
os^ Su ^V*VAL . 
HUNT/NG 


1 ^^4 !&■ Ucense Rrn amazcw 

<8 o' 

14_ 

&tt 600 

SILENT. POWERFUL, ACCURATE. HITS_ ^ - - s -. 

Thrilling sport! Kills varmints, pests. Defense. Ideal gift. Compressed breath gives amazing power. 200 ft. range £|r;i 
Astoundfriends! Rugged .30cal. precisian aluminum, rubbergrips. Pierces Va" plywood. Speed 300 ft/sec. Not a c.-• 
'kit) carry case, instructions. Compact^ ft. model S8.97!Popular5Va ft. $9.97! Magnum 0'?,* = 7 




■h'l. Improvea versi an ot famous A 


blowgun 


toy! Has lOOsteel darts (kit) carry case, instructions. Compact 4Vaft. model $8.97! Popular5Vi ft. $9.97! MagnumO' 

$10.97! Extra darts$3.50. for 100! $5.95/200! $14 !500!$26/M! Super BONUS BUY2gunsget600darts.sling,quiver, ;i ==’ \ 

g atches, camouflage, targets, carry box ($22 Free)! BUY 3 SAME+cleaning rod +900 ($32 Free)! BUY 4 'i 

AME+ 1100+ Guerrila Gun ($50 Free) Buy 5 SAME + 1300+ FREE 7th GUN! ($65) BUY 6 SAME^ 1 600! ($a5) ££*^2* 
Add $1.95 postageEACHgun.Send casn, check, m o. Will replace ifbrokenwithinl 5 YEARS! Use 30days. Money, =;luy v 
back if not delighted. HOUSE OF WEAPONS, INC Box 794-S Provo, Utah 04 601 Dealer Inquiries Invitee 1 ' 



($32JFree)I _ _ 

..... 

Buy direct from manultcturff- r 

____ . . MUSTIEST*'BELIEVE 

•e CARD orders ONLY: CALL-TOLL FREE NOW 24 hrs: 0OO-824-78B8:AK/Hawaii 800-024-7919. Ask for operator 720. 



Fits all Colt scries .45 
pistols - Gov't model, 
Commander Gold 
Cup, Detonics, etc. 


A revolutionary concept in firepower 
for your favorite .45 pistol 

TAYLOR MKI 
.45 PISTOL DRUM 


Designed and manufactured exclusively for Bingham! 

Drum is centered to pistol frame to maintain balance of 
pistol. Added weight is balanced to reduce recoil, pro¬ 
vide greater accuracy and reduce recovery time. 30 
round cartridge capacity without reloading. Nonglare 
blued finish. Pistol can be carried in most holsters with 
drum magazine attached. To order, send cash, check or 
money order for $46.50 plus $2 shipping and insurance 
for each drum. PATENT PENDING 


BINGHAM LTD. Dept, sof 

1775-C Wilwat Drive, Norcross, Ga. 30093 Phone: 404/448-1440 



Write 

cofo^W) 

potff' S V. .JS 1 




Other Patents Pending C- | P r^mn-’jld, CaliSuirrJ 973UU l > ■'li! 676-5621 


BIANCHI 


Designed exclusively for: 
SAW CHIEFS SPECIAL 
(round butt) 

SAW “K” M19. M10 
(round butt) 

No modification to your 
gun is neccessary. 


for the Smith & Wesson brand of CN 
(chloroacetophenone). It is considerably 
less effective but more toxic than CS (or- 
thochlorobenzalmalononitrile). There is 
large variance in knock-down power with¬ 
in CS weapons. 

The most popular CS spray (Paralyzer) 
is a five-percent powdered irritant 
suspended in an inert oil base. When 
sprayed, it takes time for the active ingre¬ 
dient to make its way past the oils on the 
face which serve as a shield. The inert base 
adds significantly to the problem. Also, 
oil doesn’t evaporate, so the only res¬ 
piratory irritation is from inhalation of 
aerosol droplets. Since the spray emerges 
as a stream there are not many droplets. It 
is possible to sustain a direct hit of oil- 
based CS and wipe it off before it can take 
effect. 

A better weapon is one-percent liquid 
CS in an acetone base (marketed as 
Chemical Shield). The acetone acts as a 
solvent, dissolving facial oils, and then 
evaporates quickly to form an extremely 
vicious cloud of vapor which causes in¬ 
voluntary choking, sudden sinus drainage 
and phlegm formation, in addition to the 
classical CS effects of intense pain and 
forced eye closure. An active attacker 
would actually collapse faster than a non- 
moving one because his additional oxygen 
demand could not be met due to breathing 
difficulty. In either case, an assailant 
would be helpless within one second after 
being sprayed and remain tractable for at 
least 10 minutes. Despite the dramatic ef¬ 
fects, this brand of weapon is sold in 47 
states and, like CS irritants, has never 
caused permanent damage. 

Sincerely, 

Brad Leonard 
St. Louis, Missouri 

* 


DOWN 

Continued from page 35 


together: amberjacks. a yard long, no 
threat. 


Souvenir Hunters 


We drifted along the foredeck, gazing 
somberly at the ghostly network of 
beams. Some time ago, U.S. Navy divers 
tore the deck plates away to remove the 
torpedoes. A lot of civilian divers are long 
on balls and short on brains and like to 
carry away nifty souvenirs, like the fuse of 
a real honest-to-goodness Nazi torpedo — 
just tap it with a hammer to loosen it and 
it’ll be a cinch... .The result would jiggle 
seismographs along half the East Coast. 
There were also reports that divers were 
carrying away skulls to make ashtrays, 
which did not amuse the West German 
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NEED NEW ID?...CREDIT? 

Start Ufa over/ Han't how: 

Chang* your n*me/eg*‘Cover past 
Disappear perfectly* Beat the bill collector 
Get degrees. Oerter jobs*"AAA credit, credit cards, too! 

© YES! IT CAN BE DONE! 

EDEN PRESS. INC. 

Write 15751 Brookhurat #112-0 
W*itmln«t*r. CA 92553 


New Ball Ammo 

PMC 

military spec 

reloadable 

non-corrosive 

CHI 

K-MAX INTERNATIONAL 


P.O. Box 52 Glenview, Illinois 60025 
(312) 998-1471 

Distributor inquiries invited 



9 mm 38 30 MI 3006 223 308 

spec. 


THE PARALYZER STOPS 
Muggers, Molesters 
and Rapists ... 

YOU CANNOT PURCHASE A SAFER 
STRONGER, MORE EFFECTIVE TEAR 
GAS OR CHEMICAL DEVICE. 


• The “PARALYZER" has 
been editorialized on 
- NBC, CBS and ABC 
v television, in national 

newspapers and maga- 
zines, as a precision 
protective instrument 
that will Instantly stop 
even a 300 lb. man up to 
twenty minutes. No 

- ^ permanent Injury to 

assailant. Has twice 
the strength of competitive 
devices; will not clog. 

> Fits in pocket or 
purse. 

j Fires SO, one-second 
blasts up to a distance 
of 8 feet. 

I GET YOUR "PARALYZER" 
1 Send $4.95 plus $.S0 postage 
Our "SPECIALOFFER" 

I three for $13,35. We pay 
I shipping. 

1 Check or Money Order. 

lOHIO RESIDENTS ADD At* SALES TAX) 



(Size 4" x V) 


TO: PATCO ENTERPRISES 

P.O. BOX 5006 — DEPT. SF 
CINCINNATI, OHIO 45205 


government. The bones were also remov¬ 
ed — most of them anyway. 


Nazi Aquarium 


The 352 will not be around forever. She 
is slowly disintegrating, disappearing un¬ 
der an incrustation of barnacles and the 
nondescript growth that accumulates on 
anything solid. I floated face-down onto 
the deck and peered inside. Fish live in her 
now, lots of them; many of them tropicals 
that figured she was a new kind of reef. 
They were strangely drab in the monotone 
light. Colors fade in the depths, turning to 
chalky off-white and then to grey. A big 
queen angel swam up to look at me, its 
blue areas gleaming but its yellows muted. 
It glowered at me with cold disinterest, 
then turned sideways, almost vanishing. 

As we Finned past the bow I glanced at 
my pressure gauge, which registered 2,100 
pounds of the 3,000 I’d started with. Plen¬ 
ty of time left. Maggie was trying to pho¬ 
tograph a big grey angel which had had 
part of his back removed by a barracuda. 
Either the ’cuda had taken a mouthful 
and been satisfied, or the angel had 
managed to duck inside the wreck before 
it was time for seconds. We settled to the 
sand, 115 feet deep exactly on the star¬ 
board side, and stalked the fish on hands 
and knees. Big sea cucumbers were slowly 
crawling on the diving planes like case- 
hardened caterpillars. 


Forgotten History 


For some reason my mask was begin¬ 
ning to leak. The sub loomed over us and 
the amberjacks trailed alongside us in a 
twilight rumbling with bubbles. For a mo¬ 
ment I lay on the sand and looked through 
the U-boat's ribs at a big ’jack hanging in¬ 
side — a spooky sight. The workers who 
built this crate would be in their 60s now, 
and there’s a generation alive today who 
don’t even know what the U-boat war was 
— who barely know what Vietnam was 
about. Things pass. 

The stern was low to the sand, propeller 
missing. Another member of our party, 
Dave Bluett, had raised it a year before, 
working for days with heavy tools. 
Salvage below a hundred feet is no job for 
novices. You need a lot of working time 
on the bottom, which throws you into de¬ 
compression schedules and necessitates 
long, boring hangs at 10 and 20 feet. Even 
twin tanks don’t carry enough air to use 
an air chisel, so you use pony tanks and 
maybe have somebody bring down full 
tanks in relays. The chisel sounds like a 
jackhammer underwater and uses a lot of 
air. Then, finally having cut the prize 
loose, you tie it to a lift bag, fill the bag 
with air and hope it gets to the surface. 
There’s always the happy possibility that 


KICK-Pt : 

KARATE 



Amortcin Kick-Punch Ktrati ii i crution; in Amtrlcan vinlon of tha whloty 
practical inti moot niptctrt irt of Kinfi. Thli irt *n originate fey tfta 
AKP Kiim Fakirtflon u i (Mini to prwWi A nwten cttlzm wftt i r*w- 
Itnt i«4 iMiptntlvi ««y to oracttea. turn A uttfmitofy KHtvt tfM rink of 
'-■LACK BEIT' In our own "AMERICAN'" form of tfto art AKP Karota hai 
trofvad n on* of tha mott aftacttva mtmhoda of voaponfeti ttR-dofMio, a 
lupcrb mathod ol maintaining pfeyilcil fltnaii, ir.U in netting 1 grafting 
tpoci within (ha United Surat 

TMi cam* it no glmmfcfct Wo offor ro "Sterol Trfckt" r "Iron-Mutoia" 
nwtfiodi. Wa tilth aovnd twhjrtquti of HP-dafonit. By oomplattng 
aefwtotod training, yov win dmkp thi agfftty end ifelHty to drftnd yaurtif 
ogolnit all typai of itechon! AKP Karate mathada of training an daa gnad to 
pramito Mungo, humHIty and confidanca. and in practtcad by man, vamtn 
ind cPWdnn ol all agoi. 

Count KnipUwn through rttfdtnt cUaiti and/or hum itkdy alt friti to 
parmananl iftirdef tha rank at "BLACK BELT" n Ama'letn Klck.PupcIi 
Karats. 


AKP KARATE FEDERATION 79 

POET OFFICE BOX 31831 

aniENMCfto, nc a?< ao 

Float* malt froohura on how "V can tarn my BLACK BELT qyickt, and aaiily 
Irt tha rwwMt *nfl moil axclting martial art— AMIR-CAN KICK PUNCH 
KARAT EH Encloaati find 11.00 to covar pcifaga and handling. 


"THE AMERICAN MARTIAL ART” 


Learn POLICE SCIENCES 
& LAW ENFORCEMENT 


fprepare at home! 
1 in spare time 1 
1 NO PREVIOUS 

training 

1 NECESSARY! 


The LAW ENFORCEMENT COURSE 
Written by Experts Based on Actual 
Police Academy Training Programs! 

If police work sounds exciting... if 
crime prevention, helping others, 

\ and making the world a better place 
to live are important to you, send 
for free information about Police 
Sciences Institute. The experts on 
our staff have trained hundreds of 
^Zmen in resident police academies. 

Experts Show You What to Do, How to 
Do it. . Guide You Every Step of the Way! 

i... Everything explained in easy-to-understand language, 
complete with drawings, diagrams, charts and photos. 

You receive materials and instruments you need to actually 
learn by doing as you follow simple instructions. You‘11 learn 
everything from patrol procedures, criminal investigation 
techniques — fingerprints, photography, gathering evidence to 
traffic control, accident investigation, crowd control and 
making arrests. 


COURSE IINCLUDES 3BIGIKITS 1 


CRIME SCENE FHOTOGRAPHY You receive 

camera, film, flash bulbs, batteries. 
FINGERPRINTING FIELD KIT Includes pow¬ 
der, brushes, fingerprint strips, 
sensitizing pad to lift latent 
fingerprints. 

EVIDENCE COLLECTION KIT 
Includes sampling pipette, col¬ 
lection bottles and baqs. slides 
and training microscope. 

Plus Traffic Investigation Field Kit, 
Drug Enforcement Fact Beck, 
Illustrated Policemen’s Glossary. 

-CALL TOLL-FREE 


a 

0 


1-800-Z28-2028/ D ^ 3 n 7 i 021 

(Except fn Nebraska cell (402) 571-49Q0/EXT. 375 

CALL ANYTIME —- Operators to lake your 
call 24 hours a day 7 days a week. No coat 

- _^"^OR MAiLCOUPONJODAY^ 

Police Sciences Institute, Dept. RS021 f KforcemwtJ I 
4401 Birch Street, Newport Beach. CA 92660‘——1 1 
Please rush free facts that tell hew I can learn 
Police Sciences at home. No obligation, no 
safesman will call 



NAME_ 

ADDRESS_ 

CITY_ 


AQE 


-ZIP„ 
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NUMRICH 

ARMS CORPORATION 

■K»ftn 


NEW 


WORLD GUIDE TO 


GUN PARTS 


* GUN 
2 PARTS 


NINTH EDITION 
I960 


g NUMRICH 

U.S. PRICE $2.95 


H 

EDITION 


MODERN 

MILITARY • ANTIQUE 

NUMRICH ARMS, the 
world’s largest supplier 
of gun parts offers new 
lor 1980. Catalog No. 9 
covering a 100 million 
parts inventory with in¬ 
formation never before 
in print. 

FOREIGN $3.95 


P.O. BOX SOF 40, WEST HURLEY, N.Y. 12491 
phone (914) 679-2417 TELEX 145-331 


you’ll get the goody almost loose, and 
then some other diver will take it the next 
day. Scavenging is a dog-eat-dog racket. 

I went back to the conning tower, mo¬ 
tioning Maggie with me in the wild hope 
of finding something of interest inside. 
She came. Some divers believe in the 
“same-ocean” buddy system, meaning 
that everything’s fine if you are within 10 
feet of your buddy, or think you know 
where he probably is — or have his ad¬ 
dress so you can send him a postcard in an 
emergency. A word that frequently de¬ 
scribes these people is “dead.” At depth 
you ought to be able to touch your buddy. 

By the time we got to the hatch my 
mask was leaking steadily, a thin stream 
of water obscuring the faceplate. I kept 
clearing it. We checked inside the hatch 
and found nothing. The ’jacks circled in 
slow motion. 

My gauge said 1,000 pounds — time to 
finish up. We swam over to the anchor, 
jammed in the forward ribs and prepared 
to pull it free. The idea was to attach a lift 
bag and float it to the surface. If we had 
simply dropped it on the sand the pull of 
the boat would have dug it in and left us 
where we started. 

By this time most of the Atlantic Ocean 
had migrated into my mask, forcing me to 
hold it tight against my face with one 
hand to seal it. A one-armed diver who 
can’t see is as useless as tits on a tomcat, 
so Maggie dragged the anchor out, tied on 
the lift bag and filled it from her octopus. 
So far, so good. 




22 CAL. PELLET 
FIRING 


10 ROUND-SIDE MOUNTED CLIP 
FREE: Target & 50 Reuseabto Pellets 
Not Sold In New York City - No Permit Required 

This rapid fire 22 Cal ‘'Commando 1 ’ type machine 
pistol looks tike the famous, hard-hitting weapon so 
popular with combat attack groups. The side 
mounted, detachable, ten round clip sprays pellets 
into the target as fast as you can pull the trigger. 
Only $4 95 oius 65d tor postage and handling 
Complete satisfaction guaranteed or vour 
money refunded. NY State Rea. add Saies Tax 
Elan Products Corp., Dept. 269AY10 
35 Wilbur St., Lynbrook, N.Y. 11563 



PREVUE FOR 
NEXT MONTH 


4” Closed 
Solid Brass Bolsters & Liners 
440 Stainless Steel Blade 
Wood Handle 


KNIFE OF THE MONTH ANNOUNCEMENT! 

Timberwolf Cutlery is pleased to announce the new “Knife of the Month" 
Club. The total yearly membership fee of $49.99 entitles club members 
to a Super Pocket Knife Special each month for a year. All knives are 
top quality and normally retail for $5.95-$13.95, but are available to club 
members at the unbelievably low price of $3.99 each plus $2.07 for 
handling and shipping. Member¬ 
ship Includes 12 knives (shipped 
one each month), membership 
certificate, Iree bonus belt buckle 
and all shipping charges. You 
may order only one of the above 
knives for only $3.99 plus $1.00 
shipping to observe quality. 

GUARANTEE 

If you are not completely satisfied 
with any knife you receive, return 
your knife within 10 days. We will 
refund your money for that partic¬ 
ular Knife of the Month. If you 
decide at any time to discontinue 
your full membership, your re¬ 
maining balance will be refunded 
In full. _ 


* 3 

B 

*700 A 

*1 

■ 


Quality Camper’s Knife 
Large Cutting Blade 
Fork, Can-Opener, Spoon 
3 Vz” Closed 





Receive this $9.95 value 
absolutely FREE for join¬ 
ing Tlmberwolf’s “Kn" 
of the Month” Club. 


(nife 


PLUS THIS BONUS! 


ORDER BLANK 

□ Please find enclosed $49.99 for my full membership 

□ Send me the knife checked below for $3.99 plus $1.00 ship¬ 
ping and handling so I may observe quality before joining. 

□ KNIFE A D KNIFE B □ Check or M.O. enclosed 

□ VISA □ Mastercharge Card#__Exp. Date_ 

Name __ 

Address__ 

City _ 


State 


Zip 


Alabama residents add 6 % sales tax 

Mail to: TIMBERWOIF CUTLERY, P.O. Box 757, Clanton, AL 35045 
For Full Membership, VISA, Mastercharge or C.O.D. 

Call Toll Free - 1-800-633-4266 
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r BE Al 

.OCKSMITH ' 

-■ 

$4995 

COMPLETE 

COURSE 

SilRII 

r KIT CONTAINS LOCK PICKS. CM OPENING TOOL, LOCKS. PILES i KEYS \ 

L COURSE COVERS: LOCK PICKING. MASTER KEYING. KEY MPRESStONmO. REKEYINQ J 

Today a trained Locksmith can just about write his own ticket. 
Lockamlth average $15.00 an Hour. Learn at home - Earn as you 
learn Fasi easy course that trains you by doing. All keys; locks; picks; 
car tools and Special equipment supplied. Zooming crime is 
everywhere, everyone is seeking greater protection. Cash In al once, 
train at home - Earn aatra $$$ right away. Send for exciting facts and 
a Free Lesson - No obligation or Send $49.95 for complete Kit & $1.75 
shipping & handling Visa or Master charge O.K. Send No. & Expiration 
Date Giant catalog jam packed with latest Locksmith tools FREE with 
kit. Or send $5.00 for catalog only. For Instant ordering call 1-800- 
527-4353. NATIONAL LOCKSMITH SUPPLY PO BOX 31598 
DALLAS. TEXAS 75231 DEPT.D108 j 



ADVENTURERS 
TELEPHONE AND 
TEST SET 


CONNECTS ANYWHERE ON LINE 
MONITORS AND TESTS, OR MAKES CALLS 
MADE OP RUGGED, NON-REFLECTIVE BLACK RUBBER 


$ 68 


With Shipping & Ins. Paid 

CASH, CHECK, MONEY ORDER 
VISA* & MASTER CHARGE* 


ALSO AVAILABLE- "" - 

Green Plssllc Dlal ln-Hsndsel style Test Set 
Push Tone and Dial combined Test Set 
Battery powered Field Phones 
Sound powered Field Phones 
Telephones end Books on Telephones 


CATALOG: $1.00 (U.S.) 

V i It - Americ a n 


109 Fir* Lens, N. Cepe Mey, N J 08204 



AVAILABLE FOR SHOTGUNS ANO RIFLES. 


SPECIFICATIONS: 


1*. NYLON WtBBING 
tS CLASTIC SHCLL LOOPS 

full v adjustable lcnoth. with oo swivkls »a« ts 

FOB tv (MILITANT) SWIVELS Ml IS 

FOR 1" (COMMERCIAL) SWIVELS Ml IS 

MATCHINO » AD BANDOLEER S2S IS 

I RO. BUTTSTOCK AMMO CARRIER US 00 


teacrtr iDi» ($lt grOD/lW M<« ot or 
ew*e« onmrtrrf INCLUDE II U) Katltfo 
or or tor GOD 

SATttFACTION OA MFUNO 


COBRA DEFENSE ACCESSORIES, LTD, 

P O Boi JOOM • Midwest City. Oklahoma 73110 


A SURVIVOR’S MANUAL! 


THE 

mkSAVE-YOUR-LIFE 



A veteran fighter reveals all the tricks of the trade. 
How to survive in an age of violence and crime. 
Matt Braun is a former army officer and combat 
instructor. His how-to-do-it training manual gives 
you the edge in any fight . guns, knives or 
hand-to-hand. Illustrated step-by-step combat tac 
tics that work on the street or in your home 


$8.95 includes P & H. Send Check or M O to 


BMB Outdoorsman Co. 
P. O. Box 364S 
Antrim, NH 03440 



Author aboard Coral Sea making 
last-minute equipment check before 
dive. 


Killer Mask 

Then the trouble began. My mask was 
flooding completely, more a hazard now 
than an inconvenience. Salt water had 
finally gotten in my eyes — an event I had 
been carefully avoiding for 10 minutes — 
and it burned like hell. Some people think 
there’s water in the ocean, but divers 
know it’s a sea of chili sauce. 

Meanwhile, the anchor was floating up 
with Maggie hanging on to it, unaware 
that I was being assassinated by my mask. 
I turned in circles, looking for her, then 
peered overhead — that usually being 
where buddies are when they aren’t any¬ 
where else. Because sea water had corrod¬ 
ed my eyeballs I couldn’t see her, so I 
spun again. All of these acrobatics must 
have amazed her. Great, I thought. I’m a 
hundred feet underwater, my mask wants 
to drown me and something seems to have 
eaten Maggie — probably a killer whale; 
probably a whole school of killer whales, 
all poised six inches from the nape of my 
neck, and I can’t see a thing because of 
this frigging rubber death-trap. Outstand¬ 
ing. 

Underwater Ballet 

As it happened she was 10 feet above 
me, watching me spin and wondering 
whether I was training to be some kind of 
dancer. She finally got my attention by 
banging on her tanks with a knife. I hit 
my auto-inflator and started up. Five hun¬ 
dred pounds of air left. The U-boat faded 
into the sea, became a vague shadow and 
disappeared. She’d spend 15 or 20,000 
more days and nights on the bottom, be¬ 
ing slowly circled by generations of 
amberjacks, before she rusted away. We 
rose into the glowing bright water near the 
surface, found the barracudas still hang¬ 
ing in the Great Blue Swimming Pool, de¬ 
compressed a few minutes at 10 feet to be 
on the safe side, then broke the surface. 

* 


Randall and Custom Knives 



guaranteed by our return policy. Complete 
coupon and send S2 for glossy color photos 
and detailed list. 

NORDIC KNIVES 
1634C-4 COPENHAGEN DRIVE 
SOLVANG, CA. 93463 


RUSH Photos and List to: 

Name _ 

Address _ 

City _State 

□ $2 enclosed. Zip_ 



Name 


Military Small Arms 
Ammunition of the World 
1945-1980 

Peter Labett 


Here, for the first time, is an up-to-date 
international guide to the correct identifica¬ 
tion of small arms (under 20mm) ammuni¬ 
tion by caliber, type and origin, in one 
compact volume. 


Order from Presidio Press 

P.O. Box 3515, San Rafael, C A 94902 


ISBN: 0-89141-021-X, doth. Ulus. 518.95 

Enclose $1.50 postage and handling per book. 
California residents add 6 % sales tax. 


Address 

City_ 


State 


ICheck or 
Number _ 


Si^milurv 


-Zip _ 

Visa I 

Expires_ 


Am 


mc: 



only 

$ 4.95 


FIRING 
22 CAL. 

SNUB- 
REVOLVER 

FREE: Targets and 50 reuseable peWeis 

This hard hitting target pistol looks and feels 
like the famous snub nosed revolver in use 
by most detectives. The cylinder swings out 
to take eight 22 caliber pellets and each 
revolver comes with its own FREE supply of 
targets and 5 0 rounds of reuseable pellets. 
Only S t 95 plus 5 0 <t for postage and hand¬ 
ling. Your purchase price promptly refunded if 
you’re not completely satisfied. Not sold in 
New York Citv. 

Elan Products Corp. Dept. 269DA10 
35 Wilbur St., Lynbrook, N.Y. 11563 
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John Shaw Top Gun In 




Last year’s top pistolero, Mickey 
Fowler, walks between tunnel and 
“Rhodesian wall” during “Scramble” 
stage. 


competitors to shoot from the standing 
position. 

The barricades seemed to hamper those 
entrants more accustomed to firing at 
such ranges from the prone position. Last 
year’s top gun, Mickey Fowler, won this 
Stage with his superb off-hand shooting 
ability. 

Speed Match 

Stage II: The “Speed Match.” This 
course certainly lived up to its name. Each 
shooter had to face three targets — one 
directly in front at five yards, and two 
placed at 180 degrees, one to the left and 
one to the right ai Five yards. Starting 
position was hands up, and at the start 
signal the contestant had to draw and 


place one round in the head of each 
target. Time limit, two seconds. 

Unfortunately, the problem was un- 
solvable for most competitors. The time 
limit proved a stumbling block for even 
the best shooter, and many opted to go 
for just two of the targets, fearing a penal¬ 
ty for an overtime shot. Winner in Stage 
II was 1978 U.S* 1PSC Champion Ross 
Sey fried. 

Scramble 

Stage III; The “Scramble” qourse. This 
assault course had some unique features, 
including a “crawl tunnel” one meter off 
the ground and one meter square. The 
tunnel had two firing ports one-half meter 
square. 

The course also Utilized a * ‘'climbing 
wall” two meters high and a “Rhodesian 
wall” 2Vi meters high. At the end of the 
course a dual moving target waited for the 
shooters — but not for long. Each shooter 


Text & Photos by Jake Jatras 


TUST a few miles from the spot where 
J the historic confrontation between 
George Washington and Lord Cornwallis 
look place 200 years ago, another historic 
confrontation occurred last October. 
Nearly 200 of the top handgunners in the 
country gathered to decide who would be 
the 1980 International Practical Shooting 
Confederation (IPSC) U.S. Region 
Champion. 

The course of fire in this year’s tourna- 
meni was probably the most difficult ever 
to confront entrants in a U.S. Champion¬ 
ship, It was designed by Jeff Cooper, us¬ 
ing a semi-surprise format, and consisted 
of five Stages and a shoot-off among the 
iop 16 pistoleros. 


Basic Exercises 


Stage I: The “Basic Exercises” course. 
This stage included close and quick 
shooting and some distance firing out to 
50 meters. Short wall barricades were 
placed at the longer distances, forcing 
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U.S. NATIONAL 
IPSC NATCH 



Mike Dalton fires off “Rhodesian wall.” 
Shooters had option of using rope or 
not. Dalton came in sixth in this year’s 
contest. 


had 30 seconds to make it to the mover 
and engage it. Many did not make it. 

Firing from the crawl tunnel proved 
challenging, as did simply getting into and 
out of the unusual obstacle. The course 
was mastered by Massachusetts speedster 
Tom Campbell, using his famous Smith & 
Wesson 9mm “Supergun.” 

Reach 

Stage IV: The “Reach” match. This 
stage was strictly a long-range shooting 
proposition and exasperated many par¬ 
ticipants, who all year long had concen¬ 
trated practice on shorter-range targets. 

This match used a novel two-meter-high 
wall with a one-half meter square, shut¬ 
tered window in the center. The shutter 



could be opened by pulling a cord and 
holding it while shooting out of the win¬ 
dow. Shooters tried every method possible 
to accomplish this, some even holding the 
cord between their teeth. 

John Shaw displayed his prowess at 
long-range handgunning and came out on 
top for this stage of action. 

Jungle Lane 

Stage V: The “Jungle Lane,” The 
“lane” used the new, metal “Pepper Pop¬ 
per” targets. In order to score, the metal 
foes had to be knocked down. The targets 
fell easily to good hits, but low strikes or 
edges would not do the job. Prior to the 
match, Jeff Cooper calibrated the targets, 
using a 9mm Heckler & Koch PSP. 

The match itself consisted of a series of 
separate encounters up a narrow trail. 
Time was the important factor in this 
course. Each shooter had the opportunity 
to walk the course before going for 


1980 U.S. Champion John Shaw, on 
left, and last year’s top gun Mickey 
Fowler take off during man-vs-man 
shoot-off. Shooters, on start signal 
(flood light coming on), had to run to 
table, knock can off with shooting hand, 
engage metal targets, reload and hit 
timer plate. 


record, and John Shaw flew through the 
lane to take top honors. 

The Shoot-Off 

Climaxing the five-day championships 
was the 16-man shoot-off. A J-ladder 
system, adapted for the match by Andy 
Langley of Missouri, was used to pair up 
the shooters. 

The course of fire was a modified “Fly¬ 
ing M,” using the “Popper” targets and 
an impact plate. Knocking the impact 
plate off a stand stopped an electronic 
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Mike Fiasco, in dark shirt, and Ross 
Seyfried in final bout of shoot-off. 
Seyfried won bout and shoot-off to 
place second in this year’s fPSC 
Nationals; 


timer specially designed for the showdown 
by Bob Swain of Virginia. Times as close 
as five hundredths of a second were con- 
sidered a draw. 

Rivals stood at the ready until a flood 
light came on, signaling the beginning of 
the bout. Then they dashed to a table and 
knocked off a can with their shooting 
hand prior to engaging the metal target h, 

OnCe all the targets were knocked 
down, the shooter had to reload and hit 
the timer plate Off its stand. There were 
quite a few close; calls, and the electronic 
gear proved invaluable in choosing the 
winners of each round. 

Man-versus-man competition has al¬ 
ways been a significant segment of IPSC 
competition, The stress factor in such 
matches is high, particularly when the 
bouts are between the lop guns in the 
land. 

The Shoot-offs 

The initial bout found two shooters 
from Arkansas facing off: Mike Plaxco 
and Bill Wilson. The match was exciting 
and set the pace for the rest of the rounds. 
Plaxco won and went on to the finals. 

As the shoolcrs settled down, their 
times began to drop, and Californian 
IPSC veteran Mickey Fowler got under six 
seconds to sei the record and then broke it 
again. 

One of the most stimulating struggles of 
the day came when Fowler faced off with 
fellow Californian Nick Pruitt. The crowd 
could sense M was going to be a real scuffle 
— and they were right. Both men pushed 
themselves a little harder each time, but 
Fowler remained steady and won the 
bout. Pruitt set the record at 5.35 seconds. 
At the conclusion of their contest the au¬ 
dience gave both shooters a well deserved 
round of applause and cheers, 

Tom Campbell had to concentrate on 
getting, good hits with I is* 9mm to; insure 


Ross Seyfried of Colorado fires in shoot- 
off. Seyfried was 1978 IPSC United 
States Champion and won man-vs-man 
portion of this year’s contest. 


that the targets would go down, and his 
accurate Fire got him into the finals. 

Ross Seyfried of Colorado remained 
calm and assured during the shoot-off; 
Seyfried is at his best during this type of 
contest and performed as steadily as ever. 
In the final bout he faced Mike Plaxco 
and quickly took command.. When the 
smoke cleared, Seyfried had won the 
shoot-off. 

The New Champion 

It has been quite a year for John Shaw, 
He began by winning the Midwest Prac¬ 
tical Pistol Championships in Arkansas, 
then came in sixth at the Bianchi Cup, 
Shaw did well at the Second Chance satur¬ 
nalia and took second at the first Soldier 
of Fortune three-gun match, 

Shaw instructs police in the art of com¬ 
bat shooting in West Memphis, Term., 
and is a true master with both revolver 
and automatic. He now reigns as the 1980 
IPSC U.S. Region Champion. His overall 
score of 557.00 in this formidable match is 
proof of his versatility. Congratulations. 

Ross Seyfried was second with a score 
Of 528.73, Tom Campbell third with 
517.10, Mickey Fowler fourth with 513.43 
and Ray Neal fifth with 458.87. 

The next five were: Mike Dalton — 
456.60, Mike Fichmari ^ 446.82, Bill 
Wilson - 435.42, Nick Pruitt — 432.55 
and Dave Stanford — 426.97, 

Special awards went to Heidi Lipprhrer 
for Top Lady, Dave Stanford for Top 
Cop, and High Revolver Went to Kent 
Williams. 

This year’s national competition was 
hosted by the Lafayette Oun Club and the 
Lafayette Combat Pistol Team. Match 
Officers Ed Self, Stan Pace and Bill 
Walsh did an outstanding job of ad¬ 
ministering the contest. The range officers 
were well trained and kept things running 
smoothly. Next year the U.S* Nationals 


Mickey Fowler, In checked shirt, and 
Tom Campbell fire in shoot-off. 


will also be held in Virginia. I and all the 
IPSC shooters in the country look for¬ 
ward to another great match in 1981 1 


JEFF COOPER 
STEPS DOWN 

It was a historic moment for IPSC 
when Jeff Cooper stepped down ibis 
year as the United Slates IPSC Region 
Director. For the first time IPSC in the 
United States will be under new leader^ 
ship. 

Ai the awards banquet, Ross Scy- 
I fried paid tribute to Cooper and all of 
the accomplishments he has made as 
IPSC’s founding father. Cooper has 
been the motivating force behind the 
organization and the leader in pro¬ 
moting the use of the handgun in the 
manner ii was designed for. 

Cooper will continue to serve IPSC 
in 1 he United States and the world as 
an adviser, His guiding hand and 
knowledgeable input are invaluable to 
the growth of this dynamic activity. 
Cooper has sei a high standard for 
himself and for the shooters in the 

world* 

The new IPSC U.S. Region Director 
is Jake Jatras. He is i Ik- editor of Com¬ 
bat Shooters Report , a publication for 
combat shooters, and president of the 
Iowa Practical Shooting Club. Jatras 
may be reached by writing: Jake 
Jatras, IPSC U.S- Region Director, 
P.O. Box 626, Si oil?,. City, IA 51192, 

—J.J 


OPEN CLASS 
THE TOP TEN 

& Glint Henderson . 350.35 

2. Bill Rogers . .. 331.54 

3. Kent Williams. 325.21 

4. Ron Samuels . .... ... 313.04 

5. Lanny Provience . 294.22 
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6. R.J. Woodford.285.25 

7. Jim Grumbles.280.07 

8. Terry Heffington. 280.07 

9. Randy Tallent.278.27 

10. J.R. Bibbee..271.19 

THE TOP 25 

1. John Shaw.557.00 

2. RossSeyfried.528.73 

3. Tom Campbell.517.10 

4. Mickey Fowler.513.43 

5. Ray Neal. 458.87 

6. Mike Dalton. 456.60 

7. MikeFiehman.446.82 

8. Bill Wilson.435.42 

9. Nick Pruitt. 432.55 

10. Dave Stanford.426.97 

11. Mike Plaxco. 423.55 

12. Steve Duffy.407,19 

13. Roger Burgess.399.63 

14. Dave Scott.. *.397.22 

15. George Lorrison.377.43 

16. Larry Larson.374.94 

17. Ken Hackathorn.354.41 

18. Lloyd Harper. 352.17 

19. Cliff Fisher.351.62 

20. Mark Hipes.350.49 

21. Don Fisher.347.40 

22. Greg Moats. 338.85 

23. Gene Hutchens.336.56 

24. Ron Phillips.336.36 

25. John Dixon. 334.55 

* 


GUARD 
AND 
ATTACK 
TRAINING 

Train your K 
aggressively, to guard and 
attack on your command. 

This 8-track tape and picture 
manual give you the profes¬ 
sional training techniques to 
make your dog a Man 
Stopper Don’t waste your 
dog by leaving him untrained. 

Just send check or money order 
for $16.95 to: 

B & M Enterprises, P.O. Box 3303A 
Parkersburg, West Virginia 26101 




COLT 


ONLY 


“45” 

22 CAL. PELLET 
FIRING "STINGER 
AUTOMATIC” 
50-22 Cal. 

Pellets Free 


Not sold in N.Y.C. 


Looks and feels like a real Colt ”45 automatic fully 6 
inches long-4 inches high. Fires 22 cal. pellets as fast 
as you can pull the trigger. Great for fast action, combat 
type target practice. FREE supply of targets and 50 
reusable 22 cal. pellets. Your purchase price promptly 
refunded if not satisfied. Just send S3.69 plus 50 s for 
postage and handling. N.Y.S. residents state age. 


Elan Products Corp. Dept. 269CL10 
35 Wilbur St., Lynbrook, N.Y. 11563 


ANNOUNCING THE ALL NEW 


22 AUTO NINE 

.22LR High Velocity 



Light Recoil 
Fully Machined 
6 Groove Rifling 
Cocking Indicator 
Pushbutton Safety 
Superb Balance & Pointing 
9 Oz. Loaded (8 V* oz. empty) 

Smaller Than Colt Jr. .25 Auto 
Hard Chromed Slide & Magazine 
9 Shots (8 in magazine, 1 in chamber) 
Support Sleeve Bushing for Accuracy 


FTL MARKETING CORP. 

12521*3 OXNARD STREET 
NORTH HOLLYWOOD, CA. 91606 


• 19" overall 

• 15” edge 

• steel blade 

• canvas 
sheath 


SUPER KNIFE SPECIAL 


Compare These Prices Anywhere 



H 

MARINE 

KNIFE 

’ I0 1 >"overall 
’ 5”edge 
1 steel blade 
sheath 


LIMITED TIME 
OFFER 


Plus Postaqe 


• overall 

• 5”edge 

• steel blade 

• sawteeth on back 

• sheath 

• whetstone 


SURVIVAL 

KNIFE 


Send $2.00 for complete catalog. Catalog free with order. 

Please send me_kniie(s) at the Limited Time Offer of 

$5.95 each or $5.00 each in quantities of 3 or more. Add 
$1.00 postage for first knife and 50 cents for each addi¬ 
tional knife. Make checks or money orders pavable to 
TIFFIN INTERNATIONAL. 

Alabama residents add 6% sates tax 


Knives Available (Enter numhetis) desired) 

Quan. Quan. Quan. Quan. 

A cr E c 

B 

9 

F FI 

Name 


I 

Address 

City 

State 

zip 


_VISA 

_MASTER CHARGE 

Exp- Date 


Card Number 

Signature 


Mail to: TIFFIN INTERNATIONAL, 

P.O. Box 881, DepU SF2, Clanton, AL 35045. 
Dealer Inquires Invited 
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CLASSIFIED 



REQUIREMENTS 75$ per word per insertion, including 
name and address — Minimum charge $15.00. Personals 
are 25$ per word, $5.00 minimum. Copy must be accom¬ 
panied by remittance. Mall to SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 
Classified, P.O. Box 693, Boulder, CO 80306. Insertion 
will not be made without payment. All ads must be re¬ 
ceived with advance payment by not later than the 15th 
of the fourth month preceding date of Issue. For exam¬ 
ple, the closing date for the April issue is December 15. 
We reserve the right to delete or change any copy which 
we determine to be objectionable. Please type or print all 
ads. We do not furnish proofs. Include name and ad¬ 
dress in counting number of words. Post office, zip code 
and state count as one word. Abbreviations such as A.P., 
20mm, U.S., etc. count as one word. Hyphenated words 
are counted as two words. Readers of classified adver¬ 
tising are advised that SOF magazine does not have the 
ability to verify validity of every advertisement contained 
herein. Should any reader have a problem with products 
or services offered by a classified advertiser, he should 
seek assistance from his nearest Postal Inspector. 


GUNS AVAILABLE AT WHOLESALE AND MANUFAC¬ 
TURERS PRICES. Confidential Suppliers List $5.00. Hor¬ 
ton, Box 08332SF, Milwaukee, Wl 53208. (46) 

FOR SALE: Genuine United States armed forces surplus 
clothing, Individual equipment, packs, boots, survival 
gear, first aid packets, etc. Send $1.00 for our latest 
catalog to Steve J. Pedergnana, Jr., 1034 So. Claremont, 
Chicago, !L 60612, (42) 

ANTI-BUGGING DEVICES: Locates hidden transmitters 
fast! Pocket unit alerts you to the presence of a bugging 
device, checks rooms, autos, phones, people. $45.00 
complete, ready to use. Wynn Engineering Co„ 8800 
Hammerly, Suite 509, Houston, TX 77080; (713) 464-8170. 
Catalog of related devices, $2.00 (43) 

CANNON AND HOBBY FUSE, 3/32” diameter, water- 
proof. 10 feet $1.00 — 34 feet $3.00 — 58 feet $5.00 
postpaid. Other goodies. Catalog 25c. Zeller Enterprises, 
Drawer W-2X, Wlckenburg, AZ 85358, (49) 

FIREWORKS, BUY DIRECT. Price lists, send $1.00 to 
ACE FIREWORKS, P.O. Box 221, Dept. F, Conneaut, OH 
44030. (42) 

VIETNAM CATALOG NO. 1. Including a free copy of a 
photo booklet “Vietnam photos.” $2.00 postpaid. World 
War II catalog No. 7 $2.00 postpaid. War Shop, Rd No. 1, 
Box 154, Milford, DE 19963. (43)_ 

WANTED: PATRIOTS, especially veterans, who see the 
coming national crises and desire to be prepared. Write 
for free Information to CHRISTIAN-PATRIOTS DEFENSE 
LEAGUE or CITIZENS EMERGENCY DEFENSE SYSTEM, 
Box 565K, Flora, IL 62839 or call (618) 885-3937 day or 
night. Attend free weekend Freedom Festivals and Con¬ 
ferences in June and September on 55-acre Estate with 
over 30 classes in Food, Shelter, Clothing, Defense, and 
Finances. Free camping. Fifteen hundred from forty 
states attended last conference. ACT NOW — TIME IS 
SHORT. (42)_ 

CRIMEFIGHTERS send $1.00 for Illustrated police 
catalog. B—-PEC, Dept. SF380, 9889 Alondra, Bellflower, 
CA 90706. (42) _ 

VIETNAM CATALOG (including a free copy of a photo 
booklet “Vietnam Photos”) $2.00. War two catalog $2.00. 
War Shop, Route 1, Box 154, Milford, DE 19963, (45) 

HANDCUFFS — Smith & Wesson $22.50 pair. Two 
$38.00. Leg Irons $26.50 set. G. Noramaco, Box 
30243-SF, St. Paul, MN 55175. (45)_ 

UNUSUAL BOOKS. Lockpicking, crime, police manuals, 
fake ID, survival, unusual weapons, investigative and 
undercover techniques, life extension, strange 
philosophies, much more! Best book catalog in the 
worldl 500 titles In huge illustrated catalog! Only $2.00. 
Loompanlcs, Box 264, Mason, Ml 40854. (45) 

NEED NEW ID? Get government-issued ID, new credit, 
better jobs, new life! Complete book catalog 25c EDEN 
PRESS, Box 8410-R, Fountain Valley, CA 92708. (45) 

AIRBORNE/ELITE books and unit histories our special¬ 
ty. Free list. The Battery Book Shop, P.O. Box 3107H, 
Nashville, TN 37219. (40)___ 
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SPECIAL SERVICES, professional soldiers having 
mercenary, courier and commando skills for sale. Send 
description: PAINTER, 3027 Ruth St., Rockford, IL 61103. 
(40)_ 

FANTASTIC TRAINING MANUALS and other books for 
the pro! Learn surveillance, interrogation tactics, Infor¬ 
mant handling, much more! Exclusives by Counterplot, 
Box 24038, Washington, DC 20024. Catalog $1.00 (40) 

FIND OUT WHAT the liberal media won't tell you! Be up- 
to-date on national and International events. Subscribe 
to the Dally News Digest for the stories that don’t come 
out of Washington and New York. To obtain this weekly 
digest of Information, send $15 for a 5-week trial 
subscription. A one-year subscription costs $125, or six 
months for $69. Send to Box 39027 — SOF, Phoenix, AZ 
85069, or call 1-8QQ-528-0559. (TO)_ 

WWII GERMAN WAR SOUVENIRS! Includes daggers, 
swords, helmets, flags, uniforms, everything! Illustrated 
catalog $10 bill (refundable). Disco, Box 331-X, Cedar- 
bug, Wl 53012. (47)_ 

BADGE COLLECTORS send 75<p for list of railroad, fire, 
and law badges or $5.00 for next 12 monthly lists. B-PEC, 
Dept. SF580, 9889 Alondra Blvd., Bellflower, CA 90706. 
(42) 

SCANNER OWNERS: “Top Secret Registry of U.S. 
Government Radio Frequencies.” Unique book reveals 
3,800+ frequencies: FBI, Cuatoms, FCC, CIA, Border, 
Immigration, Treasury, Prisons, Secret Service, ATF, 
military, etc. $4.95 ppd., CRB Research, Box 56-SF, Com- 
mack, NY 11725. (41)_ 

MINI-14 Selective Fire Conversion Plans, complete, Il¬ 
lustrated, guaranteed! (Consult BATF before 
converting.) Only $20 postpaid. Rainier—SF2, 2420 1st 
Ave. No. 12, Seattle, WA 98121. (41) 

MAD MANS BOOK OF FORMULAS, How to make In¬ 
structions for knockout drops, explosives, poisons, 
silencers, letter bomb, and much mere, $9.95. Jim 
Multaler, 1858 West Arrow Street, Milwaukee, Wl 53204. 
(40)_ 

MOST EXTENSIVE CATALOG of unusual & fascinating 
books on creative revenge, weaponry, survival, silencers, 
locksmithlng, guerrilla warfare and more! $1.00. Paladin 
Press, Box 1307-SFC, Boulder, CO 80306. (42) 

GREEN BERET SURVIVAL SCHOOL. Details send SASE 
to Survival Unlimited, 317 N, 700 E. Orem, UT 84057 
ASAP. (41) 

LOCK PICKING, bugging, burglar alarm systems defeat 
— MUCH MORE! — Latest Information and PROFES¬ 
SIONAL supplies & equipment — NO RIP-OFFS — 
GUARANTEED SATISFACTION! Send $2.00 (refundable) 
for catalogue. NOW WHILE IT’S STILL LEGAL to: 
L.A.N.D., l-S 625 Post St., San Francisco, CA 94109. (40) 

SMALL ARMS MUNITIONS FACTORY AT HOME. High 
volume tools to back up your firepower. Wholesale 
catalog $9.95 + survival foods, water purifiers, “How to 
Information.” (Starflre) Box 1087 SOF, San Fernando, CA 
91340 (213/365-4450). (44)__ 

POISONS: Traceable/untraceable, knockout drugs, 
gases, pure chloroform, $9.95, Pat Multaler, 1858 West 
Arrow Street, Milwaukee, Wl 53204. (41) 

COVER DOCUMENTATION MATERIALS, alternate Iden¬ 
tities, law enforcement type ID cards, badges. Lists $2, 
(refundable). C.W.L., Box 3230, Pasadena, CA 91103. (41) 

WWII GERMAN NEWSREELS, Kriegsmarfne films, rare 
Third Reich features, Allied documentaries. Contem¬ 
porary Soviet army films on video cassettes. Send stamp 
for free illustrated brochure. International Historic 
Films, P.O. Box 29035, Chicago, IL 60629. (49) 

FREE JAP WWII RELIC ... Weapons, uniforms German 
and Japanese relics, swords, pistols. Illustrated catalog, 
$5. Free Japanese WWII relic and 10% discount certifi¬ 
cate. Relics, Box 361-D, Cambridge, MN 55008. (40) 

COMBAT AND IPSC SHOOTERS! Jones Extended Maga- 
zine Release for Colt .45 Autos. Large, checkered, stain¬ 
less button. No drilling or tapping necessary. Pat. Pend¬ 
ing. $19.95 Postpaid. COMBAT CORNER, Jim’S Fiye 
Shoppe, R.D.#1, Fredonia, NY 14063. (40) 


ATTENTION TEAMS, squads, Special Forces, short run 
custom belt buckles with your logo my specialty. Solid 
sandcast silicon bronze, all hand finished. Brochure 
available. Buckles by Mike, 1225 Manzanita, Dept. SOF, 
Los Angeles, CA 90029. (42) 

FIGHTING KNIVES: Bagwell, Crawford, Pardue, com- 
plete Randall selection. List prices, immediate delivery. 
Catalog $1.00. Kenefick, 19 Leander, Danielson, CT 
06239. (45) 

NEVER BEFORE IN PRINT! KUNG FU. Can your Chi be 
felt 25 feet away? “KUAN SHU: The Ancient Taoist Box¬ 
ing” shows how it can be done. Taoist internal Kung Fu; 
no meditation or breathing exercises. Send certified 
check or money order to SHANNACH, 432 South 51 
West Avenue, Tulsa, OK 74127. $8.95 per copy. (41) 

MONOGRAPHS, an extension of “Kuan Shu.” Each Mon¬ 
ograph takes a certain aspect of the basic study and 
gives more data and exercises to expand your training, 
#1 “CHI,” #2 “STANDING.” #3 “USE OF CHI TO 
DEVELOP PUNCHING,” #4 “FORMS,” #5 “THE CLOSED 
FIST,” #6 "FORM AND NO-FORM.” Send certified check 
or money order to SHANNACH, 432 South 51 West Ave¬ 
nue, Tulsa, OK 74127. $2.50 each or full set of 6 only 
$12.00. (41) 

NEW MONOGRAPHS - much more on KUAN SHU. #7 
“BASICS OF KICKING,” #8 “BLINDFOLDED 
SPARRING,” #9 “INCH PUNCH,” #10 “ART OF INVISI¬ 
BILITY,” #11 "LAMA PALM," #12 “WEIGHT LIFTING 
METHOD OF THE BOXERS OF INDIA.” Send certified 
check or money order to SHANNACH, 432 South 51 
West Avenue, Tulsa, OK 74127. $3.00 each or full set of 6 
only $15,00. (41)_ 

KNIFE FIGHTERS - "CORSICAN STEEL,” complete 
manual of exercises for the knife fighters. Tips and 
techniques of Marseille street fighters. NEW! Send cer¬ 
tified check or money order to SHANNACH. 432 South 
51 West Avenue, Tulsa, OK 74127. $8.95 each. (41) 
GERMAN WWII GUN PARTS - Mostly pre-1945 parts 
and accessories for military, persona! weapons. Catalog 
— $5. WAFFENFABRIK, Box 293, Isanti, MN 55C40. (41) 

FIST MOUNTED SHOTGUN, knuckle duster revolver, 
watch pistol and more! Original patented plans. Send $5 
to Ricochet Press, Box 335, Alexandria, VA 22313. (40) 

JAP GUN PARTS — Mostly pre-1945 parts and ac¬ 
cessories for Japanese WWII weapons. Catalog — $5. 
ARISAKA, Box 293, Isanti, MN 55040. (41)_ 

IS SOMEONE LISTENING TO YOUR PHONE CONVER¬ 
SATIONS? Telephone eavesdropping Indicator $100.00, 
pocket bug detector $45.00, automatic phone recorder 
$125.00, FM telephone wireless transmitter $100.00, 
long-range wireless mikes $45.00 to $150.00, bumper 
beeper set $600.00, sound activated recorder $150.00, 
special listening devices from $50.00, automatic 
recorder switches $40.00, new 1981 catalog $2.00. Wynn 
Engineering Company, 8800 Hammerly, Suite 509, Hous- 
ton, TX 77080. COD Hot Line (713) 464-8170. (42) 

GERMAN WWII COLLECTORS - M-1943 Style Wehr- 
macht cap with Insignia! Only $9.95. Catalog of pre-1945 
relics, $5. RELICS, Box 54-D, Braharn, MN 550C6. (41) 

FIREFIGHTER TRAINING — Fire protection consulting. 
References, passport. R&J Associates, Box 32715, 
Oklahoma City, OK 73123. (40) 

PLASTIC THERMOMETER - Place against a forehead 
and take a reading in 30-45 seconds. Paper thin and un¬ 
breakable. $3.00 ea. 2 for $5.00. Justin Case, Box 5682, 
Enid, OK 73701. (40) 

ILLUSTRATED INSTRUCTIONS — Junk mortar - time- 
bomb — electrical detonator — pipe grenade — $2.00 
ea.; all for $5.00. Get parts at hardware stores. Justin 
Case, Box 5682, Enid, OK 73701. (40)_ 

OPEN LOCKED CAR DOORS! This amazing device 
opens locked car doors fast! Instructions included. 
Money-back guarantee. $6.95 to Midcontinental Design, 
Dept. 19-6c, P.O. Box 2384 Loop Station, Minneapolis, 
MN 55402. (44)_ _ 

SHOW YOUR PATRIOTISM: Own an American flag that 
has flown over the U.S. capitol. For info, send $1.00 and 
large S.A.S.E. to N. Jones, Rt. 4, Box 193 Bryan, TX 
77801. (40) 


FEBRUARY/81 

















































RARE FIND! VIETNAM WAR radio traffic. Hear the way It 
was. Ground and Air action spanning eight hours on 
90-minute tape. Plus: Analysis, SOI, Battle Map. 
Postpaid. Cassette $7.95, 8-Track $9.95: COMBAT TAPE, 
7245 E. Garfield (G), Scottsdale, AZ 85257. (40) 

SECRET CODES! Cryptiestik Sliderules provide un¬ 
limited codes for confidential correspondence. $5 pair. 
Cryptics, Dept. KSF, Box 103, Athens, OH 45701. (40) 
GERBER COMMAND I Retail $47.50 SALE $40. Gerber 
MKI Retail $47.50 SALE $40. Both have Boot/Belt Clip 
Sheath. NINJA knife with Belt Sheath and Shoulder 
Harness Retail $49. SALE $39. Shipping $1. Illustrated 
Catalog $1. We carry Boot (over 20), Survival, Combat, 
and Specialty Knives ALL BELOW RETAIL. To: PHMA, 
P.O. Box 44153, Brooklyn, OH 44144. (40) 

"METHODS OF ELECTRONIC AUDIO SURVEILLANCE” 
by David Pollock. Specific data on systems, elements of 
construction and placement, adaptation of standard 
audio equipment and surveillance countermeasures are 
covered In this 385 page manual for professional In 
vestigators. $20.00 postpaid to: Thompson Engineering 
P.O. Box 1844, Joplin, MO 64801. (40) 


DEVASTATING DEFENSE/SURVIVAL monthly publica 
tion. Sample issue 35c. Also books, plans and instruc 
tions. Robert White, Box 335S, Branson, MO 65616. (40) 


GOVERNMENT WIRETAPPING-EAVESDROPPING re 
port prepared by former CIA expert. Tells all. Unbellev 
able. $14. Samples $2. COUNTERTEK, Box 5723 
Bethesda, MD 20014. (40) 


c/ 


COMBAT COMMUNICATIONS. Hard to detect, impossi 
ble for others to understand. No equipment needed. For 
complete Information send $2 to: Brett, 430 Brookwood 
#2, Olympia Fields, IL 60461. (40) 

INVESTIGATOR’S SKIP-TRACING CHECKLIST. Valuable 
tricks for locating "skips,” runaways, and persons in 
hiding. $6. COUNTERTEK, Box 5723, Bethesda, MD 
20014. (40)_ 

EMPLOYMENT WANTED - Will do job (anything) any¬ 
where. Total discretion. Any offer $20,000 or more is O.K. 
Write P.O. Box 5311, Falmouth, VA 22401. (40) 

.50 CAL MACHINE GUN BELTS. Enhance your den, gun 
room, place of business with impressive and unique wall 
display of authentic .50 cal. shells 5y2" long, complete 
wih intact copper projectiles, no powder. Original 1943-4 
Frankford Arsenal War issue, including steei links for 
continuous belt. Excel, condition. Super large 100 
rounds nearly 9 ft. long $53.50 plus $6.00 shipping; 50 
rds. $29.50 plus $4.00; 25 rds. $17.50 + $3.00. Also have 
20mm. Joe Jelinek, 1201F Cottage Grove, Chicago 
Heights, IL 60411. (312) 758-2183. 

VIETNAM VETERANS. Vietnamese Cross of Gallantry or 
Campaign Medal Certificates of Decoration. $3.00 each, 
both $5.00. John Bemdsen, 909 Noah, Ferusgon, MO 
63135. 

170 PROOF ALCOHOL, make your own, use it to make 
gasahol, plans and parts list for still, $5. Silencer con¬ 
struction plans, $2. Improvised explosives, simple plans, 
$5. Convert Mini-14 to selective fire, complete plans $10. 
All for $15. Energy Control Products, 7 Gingko, Wichita, 
KS 67230. (41) 

NEEDED: Highly skilled elite person (or persons) for 
Southeast Asia rescue mission. Background will be in¬ 
vestigated thoroughly. Serious inquiries only. Fee 
negotiable. For Synopsis Contact: C.L. Nordman, P.O. 
Box 81, Fenton, MO 63026. 

LE MERCENAIRE! Monthly newsletter for professionals. 
Hard intelligence on Terrorism, Communist subversion, 
Mercenary activities. Sample $1.00 or $10.00 per year. 
$13.00 overseas. 540 Charles St., Aurora, IL 60506. (51) 

BERETS OF THE^WILD'GEESE, Enlisted man’s w/Irv 

signia $17.00; Officer’s w/lnsignia $21.00. A.H.A., P.O. 
Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. M.C. & VISA Accepted! 

M-65 FIELD JACKETS, New; available in O.D. & U.S. Leaf 
Camouflage, $40.00. X-Sm.-X-Lge. A.H.A., P.O. Box 
21606, Denver, CO 8 0221. M.C. & VISA Accepted! 

U.S. SPECIAL FORCES BERETS. Current issue~with 

Flash & Crest. $17.00. A.H.A., P.O. Box 21606, Denver, 
CO 80221. M.C. & VISA Accepted! 

U.S. LEAF PATTERN CAMOUFLAGE BERETS. Match 
U.S. Fatigues $16.00. A.H.A, P.O. Box 21606, Denver, CO 
80221. M.C. & VISA Accepted! 

MARINE CAM MO FATIGUE CAPS, New in Sm.-X-Lge. 
$5.75. A.H.A,, P.O. Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. 

U.S. LEAF PATTERN CAM MO HANDKERCHiEF/BAN- 
DANNA for total Concealment, $2.50. A.H.A, P.O. Box 
21606, Denver, CO 80221. 

PILOT 22 will fly anywhere short term/high pay. Instru¬ 
ment and heavy twin rated, bilingual Spanish, driving 
and small arms experience. Pref. 135 operation, any 
reasonable offer considered. Contact: P.O. Box 842, 
Bisbee, AZ 85603. 

WANT SERIOUS COMBAT JOB Central-South America, 
Africa. Asia. 3 yrs. LRRP, 3 yrs. SF, 1 yr. Marine Recon. 
Buff 6635 David Blvd., Sparks, NV 69431. 


ATTENTION HISTORY BUFFS. List of books on WWII 
KOREA, VIETNAM. Also list of C.I.A. maps. WWII list 
$4.00; KOREA list $1.00; VIETNAM list $4.00; C.I.A. map 
list $2.00. ELITE BOOK STORE, 3700-28th St., LOT 182, 
SiouX City, IA 51105. (41) 

THE RELIGION OF ODIN - A HANDBOOK. The story of 
the ancient faith of northern Europe. Ceremonies, be¬ 
liefs, history of worshippers of Thor and Odin. Only book 
of its kind. 155 pages, 9 illustrations, soft cover. $8.95. 
Viking House, P.O. Box 160, Lake City, MN 55041. (41) 

MONTAGNARD TRIBAL BRACELETS! Original hand- 
cratted brass bracelets ceremoniously awarded to Green 
Berets, Central Intelligence Agency personnel and 
troops who served in Central Highlands with Montag- 
nard para-military forces. NOT COSTUME JEWELRY! 
But attractive and suitable for everyday wear. $9.95 each. 
Mail money order to Montagnard Enterprises, 5401E 
Camp Bowie, Fort Worth, TX 76110. Allow six weeks for 
delivery. 

MERCENARY SGT. MAJOR now accepting contract of¬ 
fers to recruit, train and lead any number of men any 
/place, any time. Serious offers only. Large or small. Call 
“ Henry W. Johnson, Mercenary First Class. (512) 
444-8245. 

YOUR SKIN-DOO INSTANTLY^AVAILABLE! Comfortable 
■ SKIN-BOO sheath hangs from neck. Invisible under 
shirt, no snaps or velcro. Just grab it! $10 postpaid. 
Craig, 4014 Fillmore #3, El Paso, TX 79930. (41) _ 

STATE PISTOL LAWS, regulations all states and Federal 
Gun Laws, both $3.00. Police catalog $2.00. Schless- 
inger, 415 East 52nd St., New York, NY 10022. 

PRIVATE ESPIONAGE. Learn wiretapping, bugging, 
countermeasures, detective techniques, lockpicking. 
Easy instructions. $4.95, Guaranteed. PCEP Enterprises, 
Box 837-G, New York, NY 10274. (41) 

MILITARY REPLICA GUNS, Bar, Thompson, M3, Informa- 
tion/Photo $1.00, SASE. John Cassidy,. 120 W. Julianna, 
SF, Churchville, PA 18966. 
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O TRAINED MERCS: Will fight anyone anywhere if 
you pay travel. CONTACT JOHN, 4718 East Roosevelt 
Boulevard, Philadelphia, PA 19124. 

KILL OR BE KILLED train with professional expert in 
lethal methods of close quarter hand-to-hand combat 
and self defense. Combatant use of "Specialty Weap¬ 
ons” also taught. Tough "No-Bullshit Training.” "Re¬ 
sults Guaranteed." For Brochure Send $5 to Charles 
Hoffman, 64 Main St., Tuckahoe, NY 10707. 

CANADIAN MILITARIA WWII to present date. Send $1.00 
for our catalogue to: International Milltaire, 51 Euphrasia 
Dr., Toronto, Ontario, Canada M6B-3V8. 

I NEED INFORMATION leading to enlistment with the 
Belgian mercenary force. If anybody knows please write 
to P.O. Box 1245 Station A, Toronto, Ont., Canada M5W- 
1G7. _ 

PRIVATE EYE interested in short term mercenary 
assignments anywhere. Write to P.O. Box 1245 Station 
A., Toronto, Ont., Canada M5W-1G7. 

"ATTENTION-SHOOTERS-RIFLEMEN” Introducing 
"MULTI-POD".. .unique new invention — survival tool. 
Better than conventional Bipods or Tripods because 
"MULTI-POD” can be placed at any height or ground 
zero, allowing extra concealment and tight shot group¬ 
ings. Fits all rifles and M.G.s. Anyone can use — collap¬ 
sible unit fits in pocket. Ten other uses. Four as different 
weapons and sjx miscellaneous. Prepared persons 
shouldn't be without one. $9.00 each P.P.D. Cash or 
Money Order. Registered Mail advisable. Payable to: 
Past Eleven Creations Company, P.O. Box 303, St. 
Lambert, Quebec, Canada J4B-1RG. 

MIDWEST SURVIVALIST ALLIANCE, $15.00 yearly 
membership. Receive our journal plus discounts on 
storage food, survivalist books, weapons. Special sur¬ 
vival seminars for members. We're an intelligent, 
patriotic, defense oriented, Christian alliance. Mail 
$15.00 to Midwest Survivalist Alliance, Box 191, 
Jackson, Ml 49204. 

MIDWEST SURVIVALIST SEMINAR AND FESTIVAL. 
Sunday, Jan. 25,1981, Jackson, Mich. National Guard Ar¬ 
mory. 12 p.m. to 9 p.m. Hear John Harrell. Classes in all 
major survival topics. Dealer’s tables available. You are 
not alone. Come join your brothers and sisters. Info, call 
(517) 782-9721. 

ULTIMATE HANdWeAPON-SUPErToR OVER KNIFE, 

Nunchucks, club. Lightnfng speed, concealable, attack, 
block, garrotte, entrap. Manriki Gusari chain weapon. In¬ 
cludes chain and quality instruction manual. $25.00 ppd. 
Prepare/Systems, 191 First St., Jackson, Ml 49203. 

CHEMICALS AND LABORATORY EQUIPMENT. Cash 
and Carry. Send $5.00 for catalog. Raven Science Co., 
P.O. Box 21372, Louisville, KY 40221. 

ACTUAL POLICE ACADEMY TRAINING MANUAL. Com¬ 
plete course. Including firearms combat training, special 
investigative procedures, criminal codes, etc. Become a 
police officer! Limited supply! $6. Mythos Publications, 
Box 7302, Akron, OH 44306. MC/VtSA Accepted (Include 
card and bank numbers, expiration date). 


HYPNOSIS IN POLICE AND INTELLIGENCE INVES¬ 
TIGATIONS. Complete training course. How to hypno¬ 
tize anyone to secure any information, etc. principles of 
rapid hypnosis. CIA and police use these methods. 
Mythos Publications, Box 7302, Akron, OH 44306. $6. 
Limited supply! MC/VISA Accepted (Include card and 
bank numbers, expiration date). 

EDUCATIONAL MATERIALS: Remote Control, Bugging, 
Wiretapping, Timers and Detonators. For further infor¬ 
mation send $1 to: Alternative Technologies, Box 4068, 
Dearborn, Ml 48126. (41)_ 

"STINGER” — .22 cal. pen type gun made with ordinary 
hand tools and materials, $3.95. Stinger, Box 2085, 
Carolina, PR 00630. (41) 

“SILENCERS” — Theory and practice. How to make one 
of ordinary materials and tools. $2.95. Silence, Box 2085, 
Carolina, PR 00630. (41) 

“HOW TO PICK A LOCK” — Fully illustrated instruc- 
tions show you how its done. Only $5.00. LOCK, Box 
2085, Carolina, PR 00630. (41)_ 

“THE WHOPPER” — 12 ga. hand shotgun made with 
pipe and simple handtools, 11” long, Whopper, Box 
2085, Carolina, PR 00630. (41) 

FORMER SOG GROUPIE AVAILABLE. Some old Tea and 
fyS Biscuit Company contacts as well as some PM activity. 
WM, 6’, 202 lbs., 38. Physically fit, mentally outrageous, 
morally questionable, philosophically strong. Will ac¬ 
cept some Red, White and Blue work, domestic civil¬ 
ian/military, whatever. Usual disclaimer of no illegal 
work. Usual fees. Gavin, 256 So. Robertson, Beverly 
Hills, CA 90211.(43) 

OFFICIAL SPECIAL FORCES HANDBOOK! “Kitchen 
Cookbook" pemolitlons, weapons, tactics, survival and 
more. Miniaturized 200 pages fits in fatigue shirt pocket. 
$15.00 postpaid. Warco, 6125 Pedernal, Goleta, CA 
93102. 

BULLETPROOF VESTS. Stops up to M16, AK-47. Weighs 
2V2 pounds. Priced $85.00 up. CWS Enterprises, 3824 
Kidd, Honolulu, Hawaii, 96818. (45)______ 

NEED HELP in acquiring night vision devices. M. Mon¬ 
tague, c/o Brown, Kraft & Co., P.O. Box 49032, Los 
Angeles, CA 90049. 

NEED WEAPONS? Become gun dealer at home, elimi¬ 
nate the middle-man! New Gun Dealers Instruction 
course, 23 Chapters, All application forms, $4.95, 
Federal Laws: $2.00, State Laws; $2.00, Directory 500 
Wholesalers; $3.50, Class 3 License Manual; $3.00, Ob¬ 
tain concealed gun permits; $2.00, Catalog $1.00, Red¬ 
dick, 1821-H801 Bacon, San Diego, CA 92107. 

CONFIDENTIAL MAIL DEPOT. Use street address. For- 
warding and message service available. Remail 50c per 
prestamped envelope. Postal Express, 2170 W. Broad¬ 
way, Anaheim, CA 92804. 

ONE YEAR SUPPLY SURVIVAL FOOD — $50 (750 
calories per day), $100 (1,500 calories per day). 65 man 
medical kit $50. 35 pounds survival candy $35. Freight 
Collect. Survival Supplies, N. 1501 Fiske, Spokane, WA 
992Q7. 6 pound sample candy $10 prepaid. 

ANYONE having whereabouts of Capt. Zack; Cambodia 
1970, or any survivors of my detail x-103 write Sgt. 
Hansen, c/o P.O. Box 21382, Seattle, WA 98111. 

NEO-LiFE DEHYDRATED SURVIVAL RATIONS, Writelor 

free booklet. J. Dylik, 3681 Edenhurst Ave., Los Angeles, 
CA 90039. 

OFFICIAL, CIA MAP OF IRAN. Send $5*00. Quantel, Box 

1026B, 3636 16 St., N.W., Washington, DC 20010. 

CASINO JOBS. Glamour. High Pay. Employment Details; 
$4. Switzer, PQB 726-B, Glen Burnie, MD 21061. (42) 

GET THE EDGE! Our manuals are now In use interna¬ 
tionally and by U.S. military forces. "Vlet-Cong Mines 
and Booby Traps" ($8.95) — written by an ex-Marine 
Recon Sgt.; and "Ambush!” ($7.95) — a combat manual 
which includes a chapter on urban ambushes for police 
use. Be prepared — the life you save might be your own! 
Please add $.50 postage and handling to T.N.T. Publica¬ 
tions, P.O. Box 2046, Orlando, FL 32802. 

KEEP INFORMED! Read "Vietnam Veterans Newsletter/ 
Booklists/Bookstore,” P.O. Box 122, Collinsville, CT 
06022. Cost: $12.00/year. Interesting, Informative, com¬ 
prehensive! 

STARLIGHT SCOPE! Build your own, fraction of factory 
cost. Complete illustrated plans, step by step instruc¬ 
tions and suppliers list. $6.95. Technfplan, Box 164, 
Madison, AL 35758. 

M-14X WEAPONSITE! See target in total darkness with 
fantastic fourth generation infrared sniperscope. Twice 
the range and power of the M-3 at half the weight. Fits 
standard 1" rings. Complete: Scope, IR source, mount¬ 
ing bracket, power supply, battery, and carrying case. 
$585.00 plus $14 shipping. For information, $2 plus 
SASE. 20% down on CODs. Limited number available 
only from Techniplan, Box 164, Madison, AL 35758. 
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FIGHT BACK! Protect guns, scopes* cameras, survival 
or electronic gear from corrosion, rust and rof. Used by 
the military, MoistureSorb removes water vapor from up 
to 20,000 cubic inches. Lasts indefinitely. Complete with 
humidity indicator and storage container. One bag $3.50. 
Five bags, $11.50. Techniplan, Box 164, Madison, AL 
35758. 

CONFIDENTIAL SWISS ACCOUNT! You can have a 
secret, numbered Swiss account like the wealthy have 
used for years. Open an account with $100 deposit. 
Publication lists banks, addresses, how and who to con¬ 
tact, making deposits, avoiding taxes and more. $4.95. 
Techniplan, Box 164, Madison, AL 35758. 

GIFTS GALORE. Universal Quality Gifts. For catalog, 
send $2.00 for postage and handling. L. Proctor Co., 
Route 1, Box 87, Walnut, MS 38683. 

COMBAT VETERAN! Ex-Nam Infantry Officer. I have the 
experience and desire to do most any job! Karate train¬ 
ing. Great physical condition. Passport. Baggins, (904) 
385-4759. 919 Chestwood Ave., Tallahassee, FL 32303. 

“SEE IN THE DARK” 1st & 2nd generation “Night View¬ 
ing Devices” available: For brochures and information, 
send $5.00 to: Satellite Enterprises, P.O. Box 2207, St. 
Augustine, FL 32084. 

CONFIDENTIAL REMAIL/FORWARDING SERVICE. Your 
letters postmarked U.S.A.. Africa, Asia, Europe! Send 
stamped envelope: UMDF. Box 841, University, AL 
35486. (41) 

COSMEC Cipher Squares/Authentication Tables (26 per) 
booklet-$25.00, 2 for $40.00. Random Number Cipher 
pads (2)-$ 100.00. Cipher Matrix-$7.00, 2 for $12.00. Voice 
Signature/Tactical Identifiers (420 per) booklet-$20,00. 
Letter and Frequency Graph-$5.00. Brochure-$.50. TAC- 
COM, P.O. Box 3255, York. PA 17402. 

WALLET-HIDEOUT-KNIFE! 2%"x1 %”x.072” thick X 
1-ounce. 10 useful features including knife & saw 
blades. 440B STAINLESS-RC58. Fits perfectly into your 
wallet for ULTRA convenience & concealment. $12.95/ 
Airmailed! H ALF-PR 1C ED/A IR M AI LED/SU RVIV- 
AL-KNIVES Catalog! $1.50 gets you 40 4- Photographic 
pages of the world's FINEST swordcanes, daggers, com¬ 
mandos, hollow-handles, throwers, hideouts, ceram- 
ic/carbide/diamond hones, & more. 100%-Satisfaction- 
Guaranteed, w/Dlscounts to 35%, PLUS monthly SOF 
Specials. PLUS Free Gifts w/all orders! SELECTLINE, 
Box 391SH, P.C., Hawaii 96782. (“Catalog-Holders” ON¬ 
LY: Send us 80c STAMPS for your FREE Volume #5.) 

SOF'ER; U.S. VETERAN: Services in courier and surrep¬ 
titious entry. Confidential; serious inquiries only. Ser- 
ratoclark, Box 1262, Corpus Christi, TX 78403. 

SEE AT NIGHT with an M3 Infrared Sniperscope. 
$450.00; Write for details to Scopes, Box 1543, 
Cheyenne, WY 82001. 

RIP OFF ELECTRIC METER? Turn back, retard, stop 
meter. Latest easy, undetectable methods. Illustrated. 
“How To" book SOLD for Intelligence Value only $10.98 
postpaid. Ferret Enterprises, Box 317, Shalfmar, FL 
32579, __ . _ 

THE GRASSROOTS STATESMAN offers names, ad : 
dresses, phone numbers, of heads of state and am¬ 
bassadors world-wide. Send $4.00 to Q&A Productions, 
Dept.-F, P.O. Box 4174, Little Rock, AR 72204. 

CROSS BOWS, make your own. Easy to foilow plans and 
instructions $3.00. Action World, Box 369B, Montclair, 
CA 91763. 

BASIC CHI EXERCISE will vastly improve any training 
program. Martial Arts, weight lifting or endurance train¬ 
ing can be aided by CHI. Send $3.00 today for instruc¬ 
tions to: Walker, P.O. Box 2807 St. ‘B\ Lincoln, NE 68502. 
Money back guarantee. 

REGULATION INSIGNIAS. All military branches + 
police, all genuine. Over 700 items including rank, ser¬ 
vice wings, badges, miniature medals. NASA patches. 
Catalog $1.00 (refundable). Kaufman's—A-53, 504 Yale 
S.E. Albu querque , NM 87106. 

Gl CAMOUFLAGE CLOTH, 100% ripstop cotton. Manu¬ 
factured for military combat clothing. $4.25/yard 
postpaid (45" wide). Quick delivery. Free swatch, send 
SASE. Kaufman’s—A-53, 504 Yale S.E., Albuquerque, 
NM 87106. 

HELP SAVE AMERICA! Find oul what you can do to stop 
all abuses. Write Vigilante, P.O. Box 9694, North 
Hollywood, CA 91609. (42) 

ON THE MOVE? Keep a permanent address for as low as 
$5 a month. Not a box number but your own address and 
suite number. Also available-phone number, remailing, 
mail forwarding arid more. For info contact THE 
BRANCH OFFICE, 3341 W. Peoria, Phoenix, A2 85029. 
(602) 993-7534. (42) 

THE MERCENARIES, the truth about men who fight for 
pay. 300 pages. 39 photos. 2 mercenary contracts. $3.00. 
CONGO MERCENARY Mike Hoare, this century's most 
famous mercenary, tells his story of operations in the 
Congo. 318 pages. 29 photos. $15.00. FIREPOWER mer¬ 
cenary warfare in Angola, 491 pages. 16 photos. $5.00. 
WHORES OF WAR a different look at mercenaries. 
$3.50. Free Companion Press, Box 542G, Sugar Land, TX 
77478. (41) _ 


FORMER SOLDIERS OF FORTUNE. At last you can have 
your experience recognized. NEW, special Diploma, 
grants you an Honorary Advisor of Military Science 
Degree. FREE identity card included, too! Supply 
limited, don’t delay: Send $10 to: WORLD WIDE 
SOLDIERS OF FORTUNE ASSOCIATION, 715 Chelms¬ 
ford Street, Lowell, MA 01851. 

PILOT SINGLE, bonded, passport, expert small arms, 
rescue recover, anywhwere anytime. Box 87, Rt. 1, 
Henry, IL 61 537, __ ' 

S&W REVOLVER, smoother, lighter trigger. Reliable, 
safe for street, duty. Detailed, illustrated, professional’s 
secrets $10. SASE, free Info. NRA life, gunsmith, police 
firearms instructor. W.A. Basden, Box 8471, Corpus 
Christi, TX 78412. _ ___ 

TED KENNEDY FOR LIFEGUARD vinyl bumper-stickers. 
Send $2.00 postage paid to: Lance Kyle, 7475 SW 102 St., 
Miami, FL 33156. 

BADGES, police, fire and security, made to order. 
Catalog $1.50. Harris, Box 19756, Las Vegas, NV 89119. 
(43) 
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NAZI S-S Officer’s Belt Buckle 

Hand finished in fine silver plate (with fasteners modified to fit 
any 1 3 A" belt). Only 
$13.00 postpaid. Our New 
224 page fully illustrated 
relic collectors catalog = 
$3.00 free with order. 
W.W. *2 Ltd. 

Box 2063 Dept. F 
St. Louis, MO 63158 
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BOX 85 LOVEIAMD, CO 80537 QEPT510 


NEED A NEW IDENTITY? 

LAMINATED PHOTO I.D. 

National authorized for each suite. 

Official in color & quality. 

Send $7.00 (2 for $12.00) cash or 
M.O. Sex. wt„ height, color of hair & 
eyes, birthdate, small photo, address. 

SEND* 5 00 FOR COLOR FOLDER 0(4 I.D S 
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PELLET 
FIRING 
22 CAL. 


TAREETMA 6 NUM 
REVOLVER” ”"$4.95 


FREE: Targels and 50 reuseable pellets 

This hard hitting tarqet pistol looks and feels 
like the''magnurn revolver w m use by most high¬ 
way patrols Extra long target barrel and he- 
man grips combine to give .unusual accuracy 
The easy load cylinder reloads quickly with 
10 pellets Only S4 95 plus 65c postage and 
handling Your purchase price promptly refun¬ 
ded if not satisfied State age when ordering. 

Etan Products Corp. Dept. 269MO10 

35 Wilbur St., Lynbrook, N.Y. 11563 
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24-Hour Service • Moneybeek Guarantee 
SEND 35.00, Name, Address, Sex, 

Height, Weight, Color Hair, Eyes, 
Blrthdete & Smell Photo. 

CARDINAL PUBLISHING, DEPT. DR362 

25 t. BOX 5200 . JACKSONVILLE. FLORIDA 32207 
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Your President hasn’t told you. The Departmen 


of Defense hasn’t told you. The press hasn’t told 
you. General Walt’s urgent message may come ai 
a terrible shock. Here are facts so important you 
cannot afford to be without them. Facts once avail 
only to Presidential advisors and top brass. Facts c 
muzzled military cannot discuss without risking G 


SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 


Singlaub’s fate in Korea. It’s a book you and all yc 
friends must read if you are to plan for the future. 
You’re invited to examine The Eleventh Hour f< 


days on an absolute, no-strings-attached money-1 
guarantee. If you decide the book is not one of 
most important you ve ever owned t just return it w 
the 15 days, and we’ll refund your $9.95 in full, n< 

At least, you’ll know the names of the men resp< 


A distinguished four-star general speaks out 


IT’S NOT TOO LATE TO SAVE OUR COUNTRY 
FROM NUCLEAR DESTRUCTION. 


L 'VAK ' (Rei ) 


_me 

EfeventU 

Hour 


7*2 


FEBRUARY/81 


SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 95 














Cw^years, Liberty has st 
We world to see. A symbo^i 
dom, out 7 civil rights, owjm 
day, our people are jogfl 
Life, pro per^^^H 
assets of daijM 


deception, kidtisUial espiimtfjtje,' v*blf|HH 
personal attack 3 , 

P'' You have the right to 
yours. LEA’s resourceful nasi Is ufsiffplal- 
ed in providing the ^Hjj^HHH^s to 
couitter any threat, at iHHH|^^antact 
Law nf— ~m~n^iTnrH|^ff° Holmes 
Street, 07109, 

telephone (201) 751-0001, --telex - 
a BLVL. Catalog available, iten dollars. 
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